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PENCOED 
ROGUE 
TRADER’ 
IS JAILED 


CROWN COURT REPORT 
byAJSICLUNA 


A ‘rogue trader’ 
who ran a business 
of home improve¬ 
ments, has been 
jailed for 10 
months at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Michael O’Brien (58) 
of Bryn Rhedyn, 
Pencoed, Bridgend, had 
admitted nine charges 
involving engaging in 
unfair commercial prac¬ 
tices and failing to 
inform customers of can¬ 
cellation rights. 

He had been found 
guilty at an earlier trial of 
fraudulently disposing of 
property. 

Judge Stephen 

Hopkins said that in 


2011, O’Brien had been 
ajudged bankrupt with 
debts of £50,000. 

He said that in com¬ 
mon parlance, he was a 
“rogue trader”. 

Prosecutor Joanna 
James said that O’Brien 
ran a business called 
Cosy Homes involving 
building conservatories 
and home improvements. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

received a complaint 
from a woman in the area 
concerning a failure by 
O’Brien to complete 
building a conservatory 


for her. She had paid 
O’Brien £6,700, but little 
work was done, because 
he said he wanted the 
weather to improve. 

Three months later, he 
asked for more money 
and a small amount of 
groundwork was carried 
out. He continued to 
give excuses for failing 
to finish the work. 

O’Brien agreed to 
build a conservatory for 
the woman for £7,500, 
and he was paid a deposit 
of £1,900. He was paid a 
further £2,000, but noth¬ 
ing was heard from him 


for several weeks. He 
explained that some of 
his machinery had bro¬ 
ken down, and gave fur¬ 
ther excuses for not 
doing work, and for 
seven months he sent text 
messages containing 
more excuses. 

She requested her 
money back, but it was 
not returned. 

Local authorities, said 
Miss James, learned that 
O’Brien had been 
declared bankrupt. He 
told them he had ceased 
trading, but received a 
further complaint about 
him not fitting a door. 

O’Brien said he had 
always intended to hon¬ 
our his promises but had 
been let down by a fel¬ 
low trader. 

He admitted that some 
of the money he received 
paid for personal bills. 

He later agreed to fit 
windows and took £140 
deposit, and that was the 
last the customer saw of 
him. 

His barrister, Andrew 
Davies, said the defen¬ 
dant’s daughter was 
repaying some money to 
some creditors. 

“He was out of his 
depth as a businessman, 
and could not keep his 
head above water. His 
business and personal 
life were on a downward 
spiral.” 

He said he had repaid 
about £1,700 to cus¬ 
tomers. 

“Sadly, for many 
years, he was a hard¬ 
working businessman,” 
added Mr Davies. 

No order was made 
for costs estimated at 
£15,000. 


*15 


01656 648936 

HEODORE 


Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) 
CF31 3AQ 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 



www.theoclorereclamation.co.uk 

B.SOam-12.1 Spin; Weekdays 8.30am - 4.7 5pm 


PENCOED’S YEAR OF SPORTING SUCCESS 



As another school year comes to an end at 
Pencoed School, read their review of the 
year on pages 9 and 40. 

Fire stations 
review prompts 
call for ‘more 
information' 


A REGIONAL AM 
is to write to the 
South Wales Fire 
and Rescue 
Authority for more 
information about 
plans to close two 
fire stations in the 
borough. 

A review of services 
provided by the authori¬ 
ty is thought likely to 
recommend closing 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill stations and replac¬ 
ing them with a new sta¬ 
tion to be built in 
Comelly. 

The two stations are 
currently manned by part 
time (retained) firefight¬ 
ers. 

Suzy Davies, Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for South Wales 
West, said that 
Porthcawl was the third 
largest town in Bridgend 
county borough. 

“The population of 
Porthcawl effectively 
doubles in the summer 
with visitors to what is a 
major resort,” she said. 
“Apart from people stay¬ 
ing in the many hotels 
and guest houses, there 
is also the caravan park 
at Trecco Bay which is 
one of the biggest in 
Europe. 

“I have concerns 
about taking firefighters 
further away from 
Porthcawl, because cara¬ 
vans can go up like a 
Roman candle when 
there’s a fire. 


“If you also factor in 
the high percentage of 
flats within the town - 
purpose built ones which 
can be four of five 
storeys high, and con¬ 
verted houses - these are 
also increased risks. 

“Porthcawl is also due 
to get thousands of new 
homes under the regen¬ 
eration strategy which 
will see the population 
rising. So, I will be urg¬ 
ing the authority to bear 
in mind all these factors 
when they are making 
their plans.” 

Mrs Davies added that 
there would be similar 
concerns about taking 
the station away from 
Kenfig Hill, which has 
also seen the building of 
hundreds of new homes 
in recent years. 

She is to ask the fire 
service about its rules 
regarding travelling 
times to stations by 
retained firefighters. 

“I understand that 
they need to live within 
just a few minutes drive 
of fire stations if they 
wish to become part 
time crew. 

“If the stations are 
removed from both 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill, we could be left 
with a situation where 
neither group of expen¬ 
sively trained and expe¬ 
rienced fire fighters will 
qualify, as they will all 
live too far away from a 
new station. What will 
happen then?” she 
asked. 


Seven arrests made 

POLICE in Porthcawl and Maesteg who recently 
targeted outstanding suspects, said that at the 
end of the operation, seven people had been 
brought into custody in connection with offences 
including assault, theft and harassment. They 
were later released on police bail. 

The day-long operation was co-ordinated by act¬ 
ing police sergeant Paul Raikes and involved officers 
from Maesteg, Aberkenfig and Porthcawl neigh¬ 
bourhood policing teams. 


NEED TO SEND 
A PARCEL? 


THE FAST, EASY WAY TO SEND 
YOUR PARCELS 


Find us just 
2 minutes 
from the 
IVI4, 

Junction 37 
at South 
Corneiiy 
Trading 
Estate, 
Just 

behind the 
Esso 
garage. 


Parcel Promise is a 

FAST, EASY, 
SIGNED FOR 

delivery service 

NEW WEBSITE: 
www.parcelpromise.co.uk 

info(2)parcelpromise.co.uk 
Price Guide: 

Small packet from: £7.99 
Standard parcel (up to 10kg) from: £9.99 
Standard parcel (up to 25kg) from £16.99 
Large parcel (up to 25kg) from: £22.99 . 
Packing Service available from: £3.99^ 
(please ask for details) 




01656 671828 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior 
School 

LEAVERS Award 
Winners, 2013 - 
Congratulations to 
all year-6 pupils 
who were presented 
with awards at the 
Schools Leavers’ 
Presentation. 

Each pupil received 
their own Welsh Slate 
trophy, a special Pen Set 
and a DVD of the year-5 
and 6 concert Joseph, as 
a mark of thanks for 
their contribution to the 
success of Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
over the past four years. 

Headmaster, Mr 
Davies and his staff, 
wished year-6 pupils 
every success when they 
enter Cynffig 

Comprehensive School 
in September. 

Perpetual Trophy 
Winners - Drama, boy: 
Jay Buckley; drama, 
girl: Menna Smart; 
mathematician, Kieran 
Thomas; scientist, 
Connor John; musician, 
Charlotte Roberts; story 
writer, Jacob Hesketh; 
ICT, Scott Roberts; care 
and consideration, 
Lowri Thomas; Welsh, 
Amy Ruck; artist, Lik To 
Chung; sports, boy: Ben 
Evans; and sports, girl: 
Holly Lewis. 

The following were 
presented with certifi¬ 
cates having been nomi¬ 
nated by their class 
teacher as most 
improved pupils: Owain 
Pugh and Brooke Rees 
Simcock, class 1; Ellis 


Peart and Izabelle 
Anderson, class 2; 
Dylan Phillips and 
Caitlin Jones, class 3; 
Matthew Briggs and 
Sarah Berry, class 4; 
Aaron Twose and 
Zuzanna Kubala, class 
5; Harry Sleath and 
Emmi Joy, class 6; and 
Cai Downs and Isabel 
Ell wood, class 7. 

BASKETBALL 

Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School are 
national champions. 

They claimed the 
2013 Bridgend schools 
national league title last 
week at Pencoed 
College, following wins 
over Maes Yr Haul 
Primary, Pencoed 
Primary and a draw 
against Tynyrheol 
Primary. The squad con¬ 
sisted of Ben Evans, 
Liam Evans, Jack 
Evans, Todd Hind, 
Thomas Rees, Menna 
Smart, Alex Underhill, 
Jack Davies, Shauna 
Lewis, Emily Walters 
and Olivia Davies. 
Sadly, Holly Lewis was 
unable to take part due 
to illness. 

Well done to every¬ 
one, with a special men¬ 
tion for Mr Price, for his 
outstanding contribution 
towards the success of 
the basketball team this 
season. 

Kenfig Hill & Pyle 
community week art 
competition had a Mardi 
Gras or Eestival theme 
this year. A number of 
pupils were chosen as 
winners: 

1st prize - Theo 
Aubin and Lexi 
Thompson from class 4 


Alzheimer’s 
Society supported 
by craft and 
country fayre 


A CRAFT and 
country fayre held 
at Dexters Farm, 
Pencoed, to support 
the Alzheimer’s 
Society, raised £500 
for the charity. 

A large number of 
locals turned out to enjoy 
a variety of attractions at 
the two-day event, 
including craft stalls, 
local produce and 
refreshments, live music 
and a display of vintage 
agricultural equipment. 
Entry to the event was 
free, with money raised 
through raffle pledges 
and donations. 

Linda, one of the own¬ 
ers of Dexters Earm, 
said: “We’ve had to deal 
with Alzheimer’s in our 
family, so we are aware 
of the important work 
Alzheimer’s Society do. 
We were very pleased to 
be able to support them 
in their fundraising.” 

Aimee Hopkins, 
Alzheimer’s Society 
Community Eundraiser 
in Wales, commented: 
“We are very grateful to 


the staff at Dexters Earm 
for all their efforts in 
organising this fayre, 
which was a wonderful 
weekend. As a charity, 
we rely on the generosity 
of individuals and organ¬ 
isations, like Dexters, to 
help us continue our vital 
work. 

“People’s generosity 
and fundraising help us 
support people to live 
well today and fight for a 
world without dementia 
tomorrow.” 

Alzheimer’s Society in 
Wales has a range of 
services which support 
people with dementia 
and their carers in the 
local area. These include 
the Dementia Cafe and 
Singing for the Brain 
services in Bridgend for 
people with dementia 
and carers to meet in a 
friendly atmosphere. 
Contact the local office 
on 01656 753 754, or 
email bridgend-dis- 

trict@alzheimers.org. uk. 



COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
hy Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


who received £15 WH 
Smith vouchers. 

2nd prize - Holly 
Lewis, class 7 and Will 
Jones class 1 who 
received £10 WH Smith 
vouchers. 

3rd prize - Joshua 
Scott, class 6 and Amber 
Tidmarsh class 1 who 
received £5 WH Smith 
vouchers. 

Summer football 
tournament - PCSO 
Nerys Lloyd visited the 
school last week to pres¬ 
ent the Pyle 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team summer football 
tournament winners’ tro¬ 
phy to the school. 

Along with four other 
members of the Pyle 
NPT, Nerys presented 
certificates to the suc¬ 
cessful squad made up 
of Conor Jenkins, Emily 
Walters, Molly Ley land, 
Thomas Llewellyn, Jack 
Davies, Callum Hill, 
Ewan Davis, Joshua 
Scott, Mark Underhill, 
Joseph Hardwicke, 
Ewan Orchard, Alex 
Underhill and Davis 
Thomas. 

Medals were also 
awarded to Conor 
Jenkins, Molly Leyland 
and Jack Davies, having 
been identified by the 
NPT for showing excel¬ 
lent teamwork, behaving 
in a sportsmanlike man¬ 
ner, and for the support 
and encouragement 
offered to their team¬ 
mates. 

Llys Ton 

RESIDENTS of Llys 
Ton welcome everyone 
to a concert, featuring 
the Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir, on Monday July 
29 in the Llys Ton resi¬ 
dential home, Waun 
Bant Road, Kenfig Hill 
at 7pm. Eor details 
ring 01656 745666. 

Kenfig Hill 
Wellbeing 
Centre 

INCLUDED in activi¬ 
ties being held by the 
Mental Health Matters 
at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill from 1pm to 5pm 
on July 31 are arts and 
crafts from 2pm to 
4pm, a quiz from 3pm 
to 4pm and the reading 
group from 4pm to 
5pm. 

It will be a great 
social afternoon and 
everyone is welcome to 
join in the activities. 

Leisure time 

UNTIL September 1, 
Halo Leisure have a 
huge range of activities 
for children including 
swimming, snorkelling, 
arts and crafts, basket¬ 


ball, circus skills, gym¬ 
nastics and rugby. 

Halo are also offering 
a free crash course of 
swimming lessons to 
children not currently on 
the learn to swim pro¬ 
gramme, as well as spe¬ 
cial offers on one-to-one 
swimming lessons. 

Eree play 4 life ses¬ 
sions will be available 
until August 23 through¬ 
out the county borough, 
including Halo centres 
at Bridgend, Ogmore, 
Garw and Maesteg. 
These free sport, play 
and arts and craft activi¬ 
ties are for children aged 
from 8 to 12 years old. 

Shout 

KENEIG Hill Shout 
Eorum for the over 50s 
will be holding their 
next meeting at Theo’s 
charity shop. Bridge 
Street, Kenfig Hill on 
July 30 between 2pm 
and 4pm. 

The speaker on this 
occasion will be from 
Age Cymru. If you 
would like to help 
improve local services 
for older people in the 
community, you will be 
made welcome. 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion about the activities 
of Kenfig Hill Shout, 
ring Stan Rumble on 
01656 741203. 

Support 

Centre 

IT seems many people 
still do not know that 
the Talbot Community 
Centre, 9 Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill, (previous¬ 
ly a Miners’ Hall and 
then known as the 
Talbot Institute) is 
owned by the commu¬ 
nity and run by the 
community for the 
community. 

It is completely inde¬ 
pendent of any organisa¬ 
tion such as the council, 
a political party, church 
or private individual. 

Many activities that 
would be of interest to 
residents are held there, 
as well as trips to places 
of interest, visits to the 
theatre, cabaret nights, 
diners’ club twice a 
week (freshly prepared 
by the resident cook) for 
anyone over the age of 
30 and bingo on a Eriday 
afternoon. 

It is an ideal venue, 
with a stage, sound sys¬ 
tem and lighting, for 
children’s or adult par¬ 
ties, social occasions 
and wedding receptions 
(hot/cold buffets or a sit 
down meal can be 
offered if required). 

It is also often used 
for business seminars, 
company meetings and a 
practice hall for dance 
groups. 


To keep your Grade 2 
listed building open as a 
local amenity, it needs 
your full support. Eor 
further information of 
activities or prices, con¬ 
tact Cheryl Butcher on 
01656 749754 or if the 
office is closed ring 
07802 439679. 

P & K golf 

WELL done to the Pyle 
& Kenfig ladies team, 
represented by Sian 
Thomas (captain), 
Eauve Birch, Cheryl 
Western, Alison Hurry, 
Hannah Johnson and 
Elizabeth (reserve), on 
their achievements in 
the Ladies Welsh Team 
Championships held in 
Cardigan. 

The team showed 
great form on the Eriday 
morning and came out 
on top with a 3 - 2 win 
against Pennard. P & K 
were in the final 16, 
where they played 
Haverfordwest, and also 
won 3-2. 

However, in the quar¬ 
ter finals against 
Aberdovey, they lost by 
the same margin of 3 - 
2 . 

Good luck to Hannah 
Johnson, who will be in 
Builth Wells on August 
13 to compete in the 
GUW Medal and LGU 
silver and bronze chal¬ 
lenge bowls medal com¬ 
petition. 

Good luck also to 
Heather Jenkins and 
Mary Morgan, who will 
play in the Area 
Coronation foursomes 
final at the 
Glamorganshire Club on 
July 29 and Del Raikes 
and Annette Rhys who 
are playing in the 
regional final for the 
Australian Spoons. 

Efion Tynan (junior 
girls) is currently the 
European under-10s 
champion. 

Efion also entered the 
world under-10s golf 
championships in 
Jakarta and came third. 
This month, Efion will 
play in the World Junior 
Masters in Las Vegas 
and the Callaway World 
Junior Championships 
in San Diego. 


Porthcawl pupils get 
set to make music! 


TWO pupils from 
St John’s School in 
Porthcawl have 
been recognised for 
their budding talent 
in the music world. 

Joshua Olsen (11) 
from Bridgend, has been 
selected to star in the 
Welsh National Opera’s 
performance of To sea. 
The year-6 pupil has 
been chosen as one of the 
choir boys as the opera 
tours the UK from 
September to November. 

This is the second time 
that Joshua has per¬ 
formed with the Welsh 
National Opera, having 
also starred in the 
Opera’s tour of The 
Cunning Little Vixen ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Bibiana Viazzani (11) 
has become one of the 
youngest people to be 
offered a place to study 
voice at the Royal 
College of Music in 
London. 

Bibiana, who is in 
year-6 at St John’s 
Porthcawl, will now trav¬ 
el to London every 
Saturday where she will 
continue to develop her 
talent, take part in the 
college’s performances 
and will also learn to play 
the saxophone. 

Mrs Clint, head¬ 
mistress of St John’s 
Porthcawl, said: “This is 
a great achievement for 
both Bibiana and Joshua. 
They are very gifted indi¬ 
viduals and we are glad 
that their talent is being 
recognised by such pres¬ 
tigious organisations. We 
have no doubt that they 
will both be a great suc¬ 
cess in the musical arts in 
the future.” 

Bibiana has been 
attending singing lessons 
since the age of seven 
with Charlotte Church’s 
former vocal coach, 
Louise Ryan. Since then, 
she has gone on to win a 
series of competitions in 
Wales, including The 
South Glamorgan 

Eestival for Young 
Musicians and the Music 
in the Vale singing com¬ 
petition. 

Paolo Viazzani, father 



V. 

of Bibiana, said: 
“Bibiana has always 
loved singing, which is 
why we decided to take 
her to lessons with 
Louise Ryan. Although 
we knew Bibiana was 
talented in Wales, we 
wanted to have her voice 
assessed by the tutors at 
the Royal College of 
Music. To be accepted at 
the age of 11 when the 
starting age limit is 14 is 
a huge achievement and 
we are very proud of 
her.” 

Joshua became inter¬ 
ested in performing at a 
young age and started 
attending local singing 
lessons at the age of 
eight. He won a scholar¬ 
ship to attend St John’s 
School in Porthcawl two 
years ago and has been 
working with the music 
department to continue to 
develop his voice and 
performance abilities. 

His mum, Gail Olsen, 
said: “I am so pleased 
that Joshua will be tour- 


Joshua Olsen 



Bibiana Viazzani 
ing with the Welsh 
National Opera once 
again. It is an extremely 
proud moment for any 
parent when they see 
their child succeeding in 
something they enjoy 
doing. 

“Joshua has always 
loved to sing and being a 
performer is certainly his 
ambition for life. It’s 
great that he’s achieving 
these opportunities at 
such a young age which 
will no doubt help him in 
the future.” 


Teachers look for 
classroom tips 


CREATIVE ways 
for children to be 
taught about the 
environment and 
improving the qual¬ 
ity of life for future 
generations have 
been debated by 
teachers at a special 
conference in 
Bridgend. 

Teachers from 23 
schools across the county 
borough attended the 
conference held recently 
at Bryntirion 

Did 


Comprehensive School 
to keep up to date with 
the latest practical advice 
for teaching pupils about 
‘education for sustain¬ 
able development and 
global citizenship’, a rel¬ 
atively new concept that 
is now a compulsory part 
of education in schools. 

Organised by 

Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s sus¬ 
tainable development 
officer Gemma McLean, 
the event explored 
resources available for 
schools. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

hridgend-today. co. uk 


AIRPORT ROAD 
MEASURES 

T he Vale of Glamorgan Council 

placed a notice in The GEM that it 
has been deemed necessary to close 
the westerly access road to Cardiff 
Airport, in order to reduce the danger of 
injury or damage due to terrorism. 

This protective action will be taken at 6.01pm on 
July 30 (let’s hope the terrorists have synchronised 
their watches with the council), and may remain in 
effect for 18 months. 

Eortunately, it seems, the terrorists are not inter¬ 
ested in attacking the easterly access road from Port 
Road, so that will remain open. Thank goodness for 
that! 

Branwen Sloper, 

Cowbridge. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL AUGUST 1) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

25Thur 

08.56 

10.2 

21.22 

10.4 

26 Fri 

09.39 

9.9 

22.02 

10.1 

27 Sat 

10.21 

9.6 

22.48 

9.6 

28 Sun 

11.06 

9.2 

23.27 

9.1 

29 Mon 

11.47 

8.6 



30 Tues 

00.14 

8.5 

12.36 

8.0 

31 Wed 

01.08 

8.0 

13.38 

7.7 

OlThur 

02.14 

7.6 

14.55 

7.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews,co,uk • gemsales@tindlenews,co,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Shoplifter 
burgled home 
of a friend 


It’s easy as ABC for the 
Kenfig Hill Air Cadets! 





THE recent Kenfig Hill 
and Pyle Festival fun day 
saw cadets and staff from 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron ATC giving a 
demonstration of CPR 
using ‘Rescue Anne’, a 
training mannequin. 

There was an opportunity for 
the public to ‘have a go’ and one 
person commented that it was ‘not 
as easy as it seemed’ to get the 
chest to rise. 

Kenfig Hill and Pyle ward 
county borough councillor Luke 
Ellis praised the Kenfig Hill 
Squadron saying: “Yet again the 
2117 Cadets have proven what a 
truly valuable asset they are to the 
community. 

“Not only do they continue to 
serve our community with 
extraordinary civic pride and 
immense discipline and respect, 
but this year they also provided an 
extremely useful demonstration in 
resuscitation techniques, which 
(hopefully) will never be needed, 
but if required, could save lives. 


“I highly commend the work of 
the officers and dedicated volun¬ 
tary staff who continue to invest 
their time in our young people 
locally, with consistently remark¬ 
able results, he said. 

Apart from the CPR demonstra¬ 
tion, the cadets had a recruitment 
stall which attracted a lot of atten¬ 
tion. They also helped with the 
setting up, collecting litter and 
with the bouncy castle. 

“I spoke with community coun¬ 
cillor Andrea Jones, who com¬ 
mented on how the cadets were 
well turned out and their help with 
the bouncy castle was invaluable. 
They wouldn’t have been able to 
manage without them.” 

Fit Lt Woodward, Adjutant 2117 
(Kenfig Hill) Squadron was in 
overall charge of staff and cadets 
who attended on the day. 

CADETS IN 75th 
CELEBRATIONS 

A SPECIAL service was 
held last week to mark 75 
years of RAF MoD StAthan 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 


The station opened as RAF St 
Athan in 1938, as a mainte¬ 
nance base, and was 
renamed MoD St Athan in 
2006. 

The staff and cadets of 2117 
(Kenfig Hill) Squadron RAF Air 
Cadets No. 3 Welsh Wing ATC, 
along with staff and cadets from 
No.l Welsh Wing ATC, joined with 
others to take part in the parade 
representing past, present and 
future. 

ISCWO Nathan Cooper from 
Kenfig Hill Squadron was selected 
to be a standard bearer. 

There was also a fly-past and a 
drop by the RAF Falcons 
Parachute Display Team. 

Staff and cadets from Kenfig 
Hill Squadron had a wonderful 
and memorable day taking part in 
what was a milestone in the histo¬ 
ry of the Royal Air Force at St 
Athan. 

LINDSAY THOMAS 
(Secretary, Civilian 
Committee) 


Consultation on tidal lagoon 


WHILE on bail for 
an offence of 
shoplifting, a heroin 
addict burgled the 
home of a friend. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that Alicia Nevard 
(26) had made off with a 
Playstation and a state- 
of-the-art laptop comput¬ 
er. 

Nevard, of Chestnut 
Road, Bryntirion, 


SHADOW Welsh 
Transport Minister 
Byron Davies AM is 
to press transport 
chiefs to lay on 
buses from the 
Bridgend area to 
both Neath Port 
Talbot and 

Morriston hospitals. 

He said he was 
delighted to hear that 
extra buses were being 
provided from both 
Neath and Port Talbot to 
Morriston Hospital, but 
he said there was also a 
need for similar bus serv¬ 
ices to now be provided 
from towns like Maesteg, 
Porthcawl and Bridgend 
to both Morriston 
Hospital and to Baglan. 

“There has been a 
transfer of functions 
from Princess of Wales 
Hospital to both of these 
other hospitals,” he said. 
“People requiring knee 
or hip operations are now 
often treated at Neath 
Port Talbot while cardiac 
cases are routinely trans¬ 
ferred to Morriston. 

“The public transport 
system has yet to catch 


Bridgend, was jailed for 
a total of 11 months, sus¬ 
pended for two years, 
made subject to a two- 
year supervision order, 
and was ordered to take 
part in a drug rehabilita¬ 
tion scheme for nine 
months. 

She admitted charges 
of burglary and shoplift¬ 
ing. 

Prosecutor Gareth 
James said she stole the 


up with these changes. 

“I was contacted last 
winter by residents in 
Porthcawl after a direct 
evening bus from 
Porthcawl to Port Talbot 
was scrapped. As a 
result, people wishing to 
visit patients in Baglan in 
the evenings, and there is 
no afternoon visiting, 
have to get a bus into 
Bridgend, a bus to Port 
Talbot and a third bus 
from the town centre to 
the hospital. They need 
to get another three buses 
to get home. 

“This is a marathon 
which is quite beyond the 
many elderly people who 
have to make this jour¬ 
ney and who do not have 
a car.” 

Mr Davies added that 
people travelling from 
outlying parts of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough like Nantymoel and 
Pontycymer would also 
need to catch three buses 
each way. 

He is also concerned 
that changes to hospital 
services now being con¬ 
sidered could result in 
more treatments being 
carried out at Morriston. 


electronic equipment 
from the home of a 
friend, Paul Dale. 

The police later recov¬ 
ered the items. 

He said that Nevard 
claimed she had been 
lent the laptop. 

On April 21, said Mr 
James, she went to the 
Tesco supermarket, 
Bridgend, and took elec¬ 
trical items worth £24. 

When arrested, she 


“Even if the Princess 
of Wales Hospital is des¬ 
ignated a regional centre, 
health chiefs have said 
that some services may 
have to transfer to other 
hospitals which could 
include Llantrisant or 
Morriston. 

“We need to ensure 
that bus services are con¬ 
figured to meet the 
increased demand which 
will take place when 
these changes are made.” 

Mr Davies will be in 
touch with health chiefs 
to urge them to begin 


said: “Yes, I admit nick¬ 
ing it. I’ve got the 
money, can I pay for it?” 

She was said to have 
convictions for 39 
offences, involving drugs 
and dishonesty. She had 
also previously received 
two years in a young 
offender institution for 
robbery and three months 
for battery. 

Her counsel, Byron 
Broadstock, said: “At the 
time, she was in the 
throes of a drug addic¬ 
tion, which began when 
she was a teenager. Her 
previous convictions are 
a testimony to that addic¬ 
tion. Much of her offend¬ 
ing was to acquire 
drugs.” 

He said that while in 
custody, she had become 
drugs-free. 

The burglary, he said, 
was an impulsive 
offence. 

Judge Philip Richards 
told her: “You have been 
back in jail again, and it’s 
not a good place to be. 

“You have to decide 
what you want to do with 
your life - be a junkie, or 
address your drug addic¬ 
tion. 

“You have had a num¬ 
ber of chances of help, 
and you are not getting 
any younger. It’s up to 
you to make a change in 
your life.” 

She was also ordered 
to pay a victim surcharge 
of £100. 


talks with Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
to see if services can be 
laid on at suitable times 
to cater for hospital visit¬ 
ing. 

He concluded: 

“Concerns about public 
transport links to our 
hospitals emerged from 
the recent consultations 
on health services. We 
need more joined-up 
thinking from those peo¬ 
ple charged with organis¬ 
ing our public services 
whether they be health or 
transport.” 


PORTHCAWL and 
Bridgend residents 
are invited to attend a 
public consultation 
event at The Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl 
on Friday, August 2 
from 3pm-8pm, when 
details of a proposed 
£650 million tidal 
lagoon will be 
revealed. 

Plans for the Swansea 
Bay Tidal Lagoon were 
published earlier this 
year and Tidal Lagoon 
Swansea Bay Pic has 
now published its state¬ 
ment of community con¬ 
sultation as required 
under section 47 (6) of 
the Planning Act 2008. 

Comments on the pro¬ 
posed development must 
be received by August 5 


and will be considered 
as the planning applica¬ 
tion is prepared, before 
its submission in late 
2013. 

Tidal Lagoon Power 
Pic proposes to build the 
lagoon on the seabed 
south of and connecting 
to Swansea Docks 
(between the dredged 
channels of the Rivers 
Tawe and Neath) and on 
other land nearby in the 
City and County of 
Swansea and in Neath 
Port Talbot County 
Borough. Work could 
begin as soon as April 
2015. 

Development 
Director, loan Jenkins is 
from Pen-y-Eai and he 
explained: “The project 
could provide up to 
400GWh of reliable, low 


carbon electricity each 
year - enough for 
around 120,000 homes - 
making the project a sig¬ 
nificant contributor to 
statutory, UK-wide, car¬ 
bon reduction targets. 

“As a multi-million 
pound investment, it will 
also create economic 
opportunities for local 
people and businesses 
during construction and 
operation. It would 
incorporate a new visitor 
attraction with educa¬ 
tional/sporting facilities 
and free, public access 
around a new seawall. 


“However, the lagoon 
may also affect people, 
communities and the 
environment through, for 
example: visual impact; 
restrictions to navigation 
in Swansea Bay; ecolog¬ 
ical, water quality, 
coastal processes and 
other environmental 
impacts; and increased 
traffic during construc¬ 
tion and operation phas¬ 
es. 

“It is vital that local 
communities have 
opportunities to con¬ 
tribute to the planning 
process.” 


Down Memory Lane at carnival 


THIS year’s Garw Valley 
Carnival takes place on 
Saturday, August 17, with the 
procession and accompanying 
events programme based 
around the theme ‘A Walk 
Down Memory Lane’. 

The carnival offers a free 
family day out, with a wide 
variety of stalls and live enter¬ 
tainment to appeal to all ages. 
The main procession route will 
begin in Pontycymmer at mid¬ 
day, travelling through 


Blaengarw and arriving at the 
Rural Fair, held adjacent to 
Calon Lan Parc. 

This year’s confirmed enter¬ 
tainment includes a recreation 
of popular shops from the Garw 
Valley that have existed over the 
years, a hidden ‘Moonshine 
Shack’, which will feature beer 
brewed by community mem¬ 
bers at ‘Artisan Brewery’ in 
Cardiff, a soft play area, fair 
rides, a vintage car display, face 
painting etc. 

There will also be perform¬ 


ances by local DJs, The Siren 
Sisters, Ransack Dance and 
National Theatre Wales. 

The evening party includes a 
variety of live music, which fea¬ 
tures a headline set by popular 
covers band The Monophonics 
and a firework display. 

The Garw Carnival was resur¬ 
rected in 2007, following a 21- 
year absence. 

For further information, visit 
www.garwcarnival.com or 
search ‘Garw Valley Carnival 
2013’on Facebook. 


Bettws surgeries 

Ogmore MP, Huw Irranca-Davies, will be holding 
street surgeries in Bettws between lpm-3pm tomor¬ 
row (July 26). 

This will be followed by a ‘drop-in’ session at 
Bettws Life Centre, Bettws Road between 3pm- 
4pm. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your honied 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. ' 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Man smashed fist 
through TV screen 


AFTER drinking and taking anti¬ 
depressants, a man smashed his 
fist through the screen of a televi¬ 
sion belonging to his ex-partner, 
Cardiff Crown Court has been 
told. 

Nathan Parker (22) had become 
verbally abusive and told the woman: 
“I wish you were dead, you are stu¬ 
pid. ” 

Parker, formerly of Coleridge 
Avenue, Penarth, is now living in 
Leckwith, Cardiff, and was jailed for a 
total of six months. He admitted a 
charge of criminal damage, theft, and 
failing to surrender when on bail. He 
was also in breach of a suspended sen¬ 
tence for handling stolen goods. 

Judge Philip Richards told him: 
“You are causing people to become 
upset. ” 

He said the woman involved had 
done nothing to him, and had shown 
him affection. 

Prosecutor Nicholas Gedge said 


that following a party in Sully, Parker 
stole headphones and a Playstation 
worth £300. Parker voluntarily went 
to the police and admitted the thefts. 

In June, he said, he and his ex-part¬ 
ner met at her home, and he began 
drinking and taking anti-depressants. 
He then became abusive and argumen¬ 
tative, and punched a 32-inch flat 
screen television worth £300, wrecking 
it. 

Parker’s solicitor, Adam Sharpe, 
said: “He frankly acknowledges what 
the form of sentence will be. He has 
been in a relationship for 18 months, 
and by and large, the couple live 
together. ” 

He said his behaviour towards his 
ex-partner was wholly stupid, and he 
was utterly ashamed. 

He added: “He is not predisposed to 
domestic violence, and it was an iso¬ 
lated incident. His problem has been 
alcohol. Custody will have a profound 
effect on him, because he is about to 
become a father. ” 


^Improve hospital buses 

from Bridgend’ - says a Tory AM 
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Neil’s ride 
from Paris to 
Rome for 
Sarcoma UK 



Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


A man from 
Rhoose cycled all 
the way from Paris 
to Rome - to raise 
funds for Sarcoma 
UK. 

Neil John (36), who 
works as the senior 
stage technician at St 
David’s Hall, Cardiff, 
was diagnosed with 
fibrosarcoma in August 
2009. 

He underwent a suc¬ 
cessful operation and 
this year decided to sup¬ 
port other people who 
are suffering from the 
disease by making the 
marathon cycle ride. 

At the time of his 
diagnosis four years 
ago, Neil was fearful he 
would not be able to 
hold his daughter Elinor, 
who was born in 
January 2010. 

Fortunately, those 
fears were unfounded 
and he is looking for¬ 
ward to getting the ‘all 
clear’ five years after 
the operation. 

Neil’s wife Jo told 
The GEM: “Neil and the 
team of cyclists made it 
to the Colosseum in 
Rome finishing together. 

“They cycled through 
the full range of weather 
conditions, including 
snow, thunderstorms, 
and hail. 

“Neil also encoun¬ 
tered some friendly 
locals who jested he was 
too fat to go up the 
mountains! 

“He soon showed 
them. In total the group 
cycled just over 1,100 
miles in 11 days, a few 
extra miles than planned 


Journey’s end for 
Neil - the Colosseum 
in Rome. 

as they had to do some 
re-routing due to some 
road closures.” 

Jo added: “We'd like 
to say a big thank you to 
all of you at the GEM 
for your continue sup¬ 
port of Neil and his 
crazy rides, and to the 
readers - we even got a 
letter from our local MP 
who must have seen the 
original story in The 
GEM. 

“The grand total we 
raised for Sarcoma UK 
was £1,534.50 which 
will be boosted up by 
gift aid.” 

Sarcomas are rare 
cancers that develop in 
the supporting or con¬ 
nective tissues of the 
body such as muscle, 
bone, nerves, cartilage, 
blood vessels or fat. 

For more information 
on the charity Neil is 
supporting, go to 
WWW. sarcoma.org. uk 


PACT 

meetings 

BLAENGARW/PONTY- 
CYMER PACT, August 
5 at the Garw Leisure 
Centre (Training Room) 
at 6.30pm. 

SARN/BRYNCOCH 
PACT, August 5 at Sarn 
Life Centre at 7pm. 

LLANGEINOR 
PACT, August 7 at the 
Richard Price Centre at 
5.30pm. 

BETTWS PACT, 

August 12 at Bettws Life 
Centre Cafe at 10.30am. 

NANTYMOEL/OGM 
ORE VALE PACT, 
August 14 at Horeb 
Chapel, Nantymoel at 
7pm. 

MAESTEG 
EAST/WEST PACT, 

August 19 at Cwm Calon 
Day Centre at 6pm. 

PORTHCAWL EAST 
PACT, August 27 at 
Porthcawl Fire Station 
at 7pm. 


INSTALL^J 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi &Large 

Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

• Fast & Efficient . -. 

Service \ Mini / 

•Friendly Staff ' 



Tipper Hire 
available 

Possibly the 
cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 


•16 Yard & Roll 
On Roll off 
Skips available 
•95% of our waste 
is recycled 
• Highway 
permits 
arranged when 
required 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installslciphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


S’wimmers 
rescued off 
Llant’wit coast 


A dramatic rescue 
of three swimmers - 
two women and a 
man - took place off 
the Llantwit Major 
coast on Sunday 
evening, July 21. 

The swimmers were 
stuggling in strong cur¬ 
rents and were rescued 
following a rapidly- 
assembled rescue opera¬ 
tion. 

They had been part of 
a group of eight people, 
and got into difficulties 
in the water off Tresilian 
Bay at 6pm. 

A member of the 
eight-strong party raised 
the alarm, contacting the 
Swansea Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre (MRCC) . 

Swansea MRCC 
issued a mayday relay 
broadcast requesting 
assistance from any ves¬ 
sels in the area. 

The Llantwit Major 
Coastguard Rescue Team 
(LMCR) was scrambled 
and headed to the scene, 
joined by Porthcawl 
RNLI inshore lifeboat 
and the RAF search and 


rescue helicopter from 
RMB Chivenor. 

A vessel in the area at 
the time also responded 
to the call, plucking the 
trio from the sea and get¬ 
ting them safely on 
board. 

The Porthcawl lifeboat 
arrived and took the three 
swimmers ashore. No 
one required any medical 
attention. 

Steve Jones, rescue 
co-ordination centre 
manager at Swansea 
MRCC, advised: “If you 
are going for a swim, 
remember that even 
though the sea may look 
calm on the surface, there 
is the danger of strong 
currents underneath. 

“Always check tide 
times before you walk 
along the foreshore and 
away from beach access 
points so that you can 
avoid being cut off by the 
incoming tide. 

“The key thing to 
remember is that if you 
see someone in difficulty, 
you should call 999 
immediately and ask for 
the coastguard.” 


Pupils turn 
junk into funk 
for Ty Hafan 



PUPILS from 
Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
School have trans¬ 
formed unwanted 
items into an eye¬ 
catching window 
display at Ty 
Hafan’s Maesteg 
shop. 

From dresses made 
out of crisp packets and 
Barbie dolls - to record¬ 
shaped bowls and a 
teapot clock - the stun¬ 
ning artwork, created by 
GCSE and A Level stu¬ 
dents as part of their 
coursework, is on dis¬ 
play at the shop. 

Penny Collins, retail 
operations manager at 
Ty Hafan, said: “We are 
delighted with our amaz¬ 
ing display created by 


pupils at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School. 
It is wonderful to work 
in partnership with the 
school, not only to 
showcase the pupils fan¬ 
tastic work but to also 
encourage more people 
to support and visit our 
shop.” 

Some of the pupils 
will be donating their 
creations to raise funds 
for the hospice at Sully. 

Ty Hafan’s 23 shops 
make a vital contribution 
to the £3.5million need¬ 
ed to run the hospice 
each year. The charity is 
looking for people to 
donate unwanted goods 
and for volunteers to 
help at its shops. For 
more information, visit 
www.tyhafan.org or call 
02920 532 199. 


Lions’ coffee morning 

PORTHCAWL Lions are holding a coffee morning 
at Trinity Church, John Street, tomorrow (Friday, 
July 26) from 10.30am and all proceeds will go 
towards the Bob Cooke games held annually in 
Swindon. 

The games were launched by a Lion and his wife, 
for handicapped young people to gather and com¬ 
pete against one anothe. 

The coffee morning will help to pay for a coach 
and other expenses. 


Six jailbird 
kittens pining 
for a home! 



It was several months ago that The GEM reported six tiny 
kittens had been found in a vehicle parked at Parc Prison. 
They were rushed to the Cat Adoption Centre in Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, and taken good care of. 

The GEM can now report that Mum Agatha and her adorable 
kittens, Christie, Jessica, Marple, Poirot, Kojak and Sherlock, 
(above) are ready to go to more permanent loving homes. 
Contact Cats Protection ’s Bridgend Adoption Centre 
on 01656 724 396, or email: bridgend@cats.org.uk 
The centre currently has over 180 cats looking for a home. 


Win tickets to the Wales 
Open at a local library 


BUNKER buffs and fairway 
fanatics have a chance to make 
their friends green with envy, 
by winning free tickets to this 
summer’s Wales Open golf 
tournament at the Celtic 
Manor resort. 

Bridgend Library and Information 
Service is offering local residents the 
chance of winning the remarkable 
reward by becoming a member of their 
local library. 

With previous winners of the open 
including the likes of Graeme 
McDowell, Miguel Angel Jimenez and 
Ian Poulter, the competition gives golf 
enthusiasts the chance to share the 
course with some of the sport’s biggest 
stars. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough council’s cabinet member 
for wellbeing, said: “Our libraries 
offer free services for all members of 
the community to enjoy, from audio¬ 
books, magazines and newspapers to 


internet access and family history 
resources. 

“With such a wide variety of free 
facilities and activities available, 
there’s nothing sub-par about being a 
member of our libraries. I’d recom¬ 
mend everyone to sign up to their local 
library and enter the draw for a chance 
to win this marvellous prize.” 

Everyone who signs up to a library 
in Wales before Friday, August 9 will 
be entered into the draw to win the two 
course tickets to the ISPS Handa 
Wales Open, with one lucky winner’s 
name being pulled out of the hat. 

To find out more about the benefits 
of becoming a member of your local 
library, visit 

www.bridgend.gov.uk/libraries; you 
can also ‘like’ ‘Bridgend Libraries’ on 
Facebook, or follow @BridgendLibs 
and ©BridgendCBC on Twitter. 

For further information about the 
competition visit 

WWW. I ib ra ry wales, o rg. 


Champagne Opening 

Saturday, 10th August at 9 am 

Kelly, Danielle and Hannah Ball welcome you. 

Bring your unwanted pre-loved designer or 
quality high end clothing to us to sell. 

You will get 60% of the sale price. 

We will be taking in stock 7th, 8th and 9th August 
10 am - 4 pm at our new premises 

176 Holton Road, Barry 

(opposite Jungle Jacks) 

01446 732184 
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Rest Bay shock 

Three kittens 
were abandoned 
in a bin bag 


A HOLIDAY-MAKER enjoy¬ 
ing the coastal path at Rest Bay 
was horrified to find three 
young kittens dumped in a bin 
bag. 

The lady, Ms Chivers, was walking 
her Chihuahua dog when it started 
sniffing at the bin bag, and she heard 
faint cries coming from inside. 

When she opened the bag, she found 
the little kittens suffering from heat 
exhaustion in the soaring temperature. 

With her daughter’s help, she car¬ 
ried them back to their caravan and 
cared for them overnight, before con¬ 
tacting Cats Protection’s Bridgend 
Adoption centre for help, after making 
local enquiries. 

Molly Hughes, the deputy manager 
at the centre, said: “Unfortunately, we 
are seeing more and more cats and kit¬ 
tens being cruelly abandoned, although 
this incident is particularly appalling. 

“We believe these kittens were 
found soon after being abandoned and, 
thankfully, don’t seem to have suffered 


any long term effects from their 
ordeal”. 

The seven-week old kittens have 
been named Sunny, Summer and 
Sunshine. 

Bridgend Adoption Centre takes in 
over 1,000 unwanted cats and kittens 
every year. Cats Protection advocates 
neutering kittens from four months of 
age and offers a part cost neutering 
scheme to members of the public on 
income-based benefits and low 
income. 

Sue Dobbs, the centre manager, 
explained: “One unneutered female cat 
can produce up to 18 kittens a year, so 
neutering really will help to reduce the 
number of kittens brought to the chari¬ 
ty or dumped and left to fend for them¬ 
selves. Neutering also makes cats less 
likely to fight and pass on diseases, so 
it is also beneficial to your cat’s 
health.” 

For advice about caring for a cat, 
or to offer a cat a home, call the cen¬ 
tre on 01656 724396, or email brid- 
gend@cats.org. uk 


A GEM article 
prompts launch 
of ADHD website 


A LOCAL support 
group for families 
involved with 
ADHD (Attention 
Deficit 

Hyperactivity 
Disorder) has 
launched a website 
to highlight issues 
affecting children 
and adults diag¬ 
nosed with ADHD 
in the Bridgend 
area. 

Following an article 
which appeared in The 
GEM, Pyle and Kenfig 
Hill county borough 
councillor, Luke Ellis, 
says he was inundated 
with requests for further 
information on the con¬ 
dition. 

He has now joined 
forces with local parents 
to launch a new support 
group for families and 
adults diagnosed with 
the condition in 
Bridgend. 

Coun Ellis said: “The 
positive response from 
people has been over¬ 
whelming, and we have 
been fielding requests 
from all over the coun¬ 
try for further informa¬ 
tion. 

“I’ve received many 
touching emails from 
people who have been 
battling the condition in 
isolation, and have now 
decided to tell their 
loved ones and work 
colleagues, in an effort 
to gain more support 
and understanding. 

“People recognise 
that ADHD should no 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT AND WHERE? 


Mrs Vicki Smith - 5 
Meol Fechan, 
Llangewydd Court, 
Bridgend - Crown 
reduce Oak tree, reduce 
height and shape. 

Mr Andrew Pearce - 6 
Swn yrAdar, Pen-y-Fai 

- Crown raise, thinning 
of canopy, crown thin 
and 20 per cent overall 
reduction. 

Mrs Nikki Furness Jones 

- 7 Bredenbury 
Gardens, Porthcawl - 

New build bungalow 


with dormers (built with¬ 
in rear garden). 

Mr Anthony Jones - 25 
West Road, Porthcawl - 
Erect residential proper¬ 
ty in rear garden. 

Mr Jack Jones - 33 Tan 
y Bryn, Pencoed - Two 
storey extension to side 
of property. 

Mrs Maria Abulencia - 
26 Llys Gwyn, Bridgend 
- Retention of single 
storey extension to rear 
of property. 

Mr R Davies -16 


Shelley Drive, Bridgend 

- Garage, lobby, store in 
garage roof space, lobby 
and dormer extension. 
Mr Mark Owen - 48 
Station Street, Maesteg 

- Demolition of existing 
two storey annexe and 
provision of new two 
storey annexe. 

Mr Carl Davies -15 
Station Row, Pontyrhyl, 
Pontycymmer - Single 
storey bathroom exten¬ 
sion to rear of property. 
John and Patricia Todd 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Df>n*t AC thi* Fr.iTni*%... |u%< tbi* 


Broken or Dame|ped Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles 4ar Locks? 
WjifH ct>« Mvmg 

5 year guwiCee on new doubw glazing. 


□ 2 


•we make mcHiey perfectly clear 


Call F reep h one 0800 61 21 118 
www.cloMdylctMMom 


- The Infant Welfare 
Clinic, Waun Bant 
Road, Kenfig Hill - 

Change of use of former 
Infant Welfare Clinic to 
residential dwelling. 

Mr Mark Humphreys - 
32 Wesley Street, 
Maesteg - Store/shed 
extension to rear. 

Mr A Pritchard - 4 
Fenwick Drive, Brackla 

- Two storey extension 
to provide garage, bed¬ 
room and en-suite. 

Mr and Mrs Ruddy - 22 
Island Farm Close, 
Bridgend - Removal of 
conservatory and con¬ 
struction of a single 
storey rear extension. 
David Atkinson - Unit 3, 
Plot 11, Village Farm 
Industrial Estate, Pyle - 
Change of use from 
Class A1 to use Class A3 
hot food takeaway. 
Northwood and Wepa 
Limited - S C A 
Hygiene Products 
Tissue Limited, 

Bridgend Paper Mills, 
Maesteg - Construction 
of new profiled metal 
roof to the secondary 
fibre plant. 


longer be a taboo topic 
and nor should it pre¬ 
vent people from being 
treated equally. 

Mum of three, Zoe 
Piper from Pencoed,has 
been enlisting local 
business support for the 
group. She said: “Our 
ADHD Bridgend 
Eacebook page offers 
advice, signposting and 
interesting articles, and 
is open to all who have 
an ADHD connection to 
join. 

“Our ADHD Angels 
fundraising team are 
working hard to share 
our positive message 
about ADHD, whilst 
also raising crucial 
funds to support our 
work throughout 
Bridgend and businesses 
and individuals are wel¬ 
come to support us. 

“The website adhd- 
bridgend.org links to 
our online ADHD sup¬ 
port group where fami¬ 
lies can support each 
other and have someone 
to turn to. Eor confiden¬ 
tiality reasons the page 
is private, but we also 
have a public open page 
where we post positive 
articles about ADHD 
issues including our 
inspirational ADHD 
person of the week .” 

Coun Ellis, who is 
scrutiny champion for 
assisted learning needs 


at BCBC, says meetings 
with council, education 
and health officials to 
help develop and 
improve local services 
are taking place and 
urged people with 
ADHD diagnosis in the 
family to contact ADHD 
Bridgend to get 
involved. 

“ADHD Bridgend is 
a positive awareness¬ 
raising movement where 
we support families and 
provide support, facts 
and up to date relevant 
information. The most 
recent European Brain 
Council White Paper 
suggests that one in 20 
children may have 
ADHD, so this is clear¬ 
ly a growing issue in 
critical need of 
improved understanding 
and support. 

“Our monthly support 
group meetings are held 
at Y Bont and we get 
together to talk about 
ADHD issues. Our 
upcoming ‘Doing 
Something Different 4 
ADHD campaign’ is set 
to be going into schools 
across Bridgend over 
the next year. 

“To find out how to 
get involved, or to join 
our support group, peo¬ 
ple can search ADHD 
Bridgend on Eacebook, 
or find out more at 
WWW.adhdbridgend.org" 


Rotary cheque 
for the carers 



THE Rotary Club of Maesteg recently 
presented a cheque to Bridgend carers, to 
acknowledge the excellent work they are 
doing in the community. 

In the picture (TOP) Helen Pitt of the carers 
receives the cheque from this year’s president, 
Talfyn Harries. 

Gwynfor joins the Club! 

MR Gwynfor Phillips has been inducted as a mem¬ 
ber of the Rotary Club of Maesteg. 

He has recently retired from teaching and says he 
is looking forward to using his experience to help 
the Rotary Club’s fundraising activities in the com¬ 
munity. 

Gwynfor is congratulated and welcomed by pres¬ 
ident Talfyn Harries (ABOVE). 


Brackla in Bloom 
2013 



rne arnaal competition wio take pldt^ tfiis y^r. 
Judgng tiike place m July, foiawed by invitations to attend 
pmervakon ^ftempon on 
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^ Besi front garden or a garden vie5^atde from tfia front 
^ Best ftcnver har'iginQ baskets 

^ Bfisi flewer ptant«n;'bjhfl^»iMndci%v boxes 
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It you would Ike to niw«e a tormai ^try, ptee&e eerxl a letlef or 
email, together with a photognuph to the iDllowing address: 

Clerk of the Counol, Brackla Cornmuntsy GOMnol, Oak Tree 

Surgery. Wtiitetharn Drive, BnscaUa CF31 2PO 
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‘Llynfi Valley heartland 
of the Welsh language’ 

SAYS TORY REGIONAL AM 



Southemdoivn 
wall gets a £70,000 
refurbishment 


A TOTAL of 
almost £70,000 is to 
spent on restoring 
a local beauty spot. 

The historic walled 
gardens at Dunraven 
Park in Southerndown 
will benefit from a 
£69,541.36 restoration 
grant from the Vale 
Council’s rural regen¬ 
eration partnership. 
Creative Rural 
Communities, under 
the ‘Pride in Our 
Heritage’ programme. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said: “The area 
has an intriguing his¬ 
tory, originally the site 
of an iron age hill fort 
and later dominated 
by a Gothic mansion, 
with its parkland, 
plantations and walled 
garden. The house was 
demolished in 1962.” 

The gardens are 
open every day of the 
year and entry is free, 
but large parts of the 
historic perimeter 
walls have fallen into 


from the Friends of 
the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast, as well 
as an element of staff 
time used as match 
funding. 

The project which 
will take place 
throughout the sum¬ 
mer and early autumn. 
The gardens will 
remain open through¬ 
out this period and vis¬ 
itors this summer will 
be able to watch the 
restoration in 
progress. 

Conn Gwyn John, 
the cabinet member 
for leisure, parks, cul¬ 
ture and sports devel¬ 
opment, said: “The 
Heritage Coast Project 
has safeguarded this 
beautiful area and 
educated thousands of 
children about nature 
for decades. 

“Now this grant and 
the support of the 
Friends group are 


bringing about a huge 
improvement.” 

Conn Lis Burnett, 
the cabinet member 
for regeneration, inno¬ 
vation, planning and 
transportation, said: 
“The Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast is an 
invaluable tourism 
asset and the improved 
gardens will be the 
jewel in the crown.” 

The Creative Rural 
Communities team 
looks forward to help¬ 
ing groups and indi¬ 
viduals develop small 
projects such as reviv¬ 
ing historic events and 
activities, or creating 
small exhibitions 
which celebrate the 
heritage of the rural 
Vale. 

For more informa¬ 
tion contact Helen 
Blackmore on 01446 
704828, or hblack- 
more@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk 


PACT meetings 


Hearing 

Tests 

o f» ## 'y|“- ff • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides^^^^ 


“The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•The World’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth,CF64 SEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


SHADOW culture 
and language minis¬ 
ter Suzy Davies AM 
is backing efforts by 
one of the oldest 
Welsh medium 
nurseries in Wales 
to raise money for a 
new roof. 

Mrs Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, visited Y Diwlith, 
which was set up in 
Maesteg in 1947. Since 
then, thousands of chil¬ 
dren have started their 
school life there, before 
moving onto the town’s 
Welsh language primary 
school. 

Mrs Davies made the 
visit after hearing that the 
group, which is affiliated 
to Mudiad Ysgolion 
Meithrin, needs up to 
£24,000 to pay for a new 
roof for its building in 
Bridgend Road. 

The Meithrin moved 
into its own premises in 
the mid 1960s, taking 
over The Lamb public 
house. It still has its 
original Welsh slate roof. 

The nursery is run by 
Jean James and Jane 
Bastian, who between 
them have clocked up 
more than 40 years’ serv¬ 
ice. They also have a 
number of helpers and 
volunteers. 

Mrs James explained 
that the building was 
very sound and com¬ 
pletely safe, passing all 
inspections: “But the 
roof has reached the 
stage where it really 
needs to be replaced. We 
have patched it up over 
the years but the time has 
come to bite the bullet 
and raise the money we 
need.” 

Estimates for the work 
are currently being 
obtained from building 
firms and supporters 
have started a fundrais¬ 
ing campaign to collect 
as much as they can. 

Suzy Davies has 
promised to see what 
funding options may be 
available. 


She said: “This nurs¬ 
ery has been spreading 
the message about how 
important the future of 
the Welsh language is for 
more than 60 years. I am 
full of admiration for 
those pioneers who start¬ 
ed this long before Welsh 
medium education was 
even on the horizon in 
lots of areas. 

“My mother-in-law set 
up an ysgol feithrin many 
years ago and was so 
proud to see her own 
grandchildren attending 
it all those years later. It 
is just so much easier for 
children to absorb more 
than one language when 
they’re very young. 

“Llangynwyd has the 
highest percentage of 
Welsh speakers in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough and Maesteg is sec¬ 
ond, so the Llynfi Valley 
can be said to be the 
heartland of the language 
in this area.” 

The school started 
with just five pupils and 
now has places for up to 
40 children aged two and 
three. It is an important 
feeder into Y sgol 
Gymraeg Cynwyd Sant. 

Mrs James said that 
the role of the meithrin 
was more crucial than 
ever. 

She said: “The number 
of children going into 
Cynwyd Sant is growing 
every year and it was the 
success of Welsh lan¬ 
guage education here that 
resulted in the decision to 
locate the area’s Welsh 
medium secondary 
school - Ysgol Gyfun 
Llangynwyd - in the val¬ 
ley.” 

Suzy Davies added: 
“At a time when the per¬ 
centage of Welsh speak¬ 
ers has dropped for a 
variety of reasons, it is 
more vital than ever that 
Welsh is promoted in the 
former mining valleys. It 
is part of their heritage. 

“More than that, being 
bilingual can only ever 
be an advantage, not least 
an economic advantage. 
It is ysgolion meithrin 
and groups like them 


which are ensuring that 
Welsh survives in areas 
like Maesteg.” 

She has urged local 
people to support 
fundraising activities by 
the group, which has a 
page on Facebook, and is 
also on Twitter. 


disrepair and, without 
investment, there is a 
concern that public 
access to the gardens 
could be limited. 

In total, £99,000 is 
to be spent, with fund¬ 
ing contributions from 
Dunraven Estate and 


COITY PACT, at Gilead Chapel, Heol Spencer on 
August 1 at 7pm. 

CEFN GLAS, LLANGEWYDD and BRYN- 
HYERYD PACT, at Westward Community Centre on 
August 5 at 5.30pm. 

MORFA TOWN PACT, at Penybont Primary 
School, Minerva Street, on August 12 at 6.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT at The Library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, on September 18 at 6.30pm. 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, eiectric, LPG and duai fuei in stainiess 
steei and farmhouse styies! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


«(>- npimmicj j 

comiiiiiffi CBmiE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


[ EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
[ EVERY SATURDAY 
[ DURING JULY 

[ Only with this voucher 


I DISCOUNTS FOR THE I 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD road. Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY ptdtofdvZ 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 



OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 











































Thursday, July 25th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www,twitterxom/sem news _a p_THE GEM - 7 


ALLOTMENTS OPENING BRINGS 
TREOES VILLAGERS TOGETHER 


A FOUR-YEAR 
project in Treoes 
came to fruition 
recently - when the 
village’s community 
allotments were 
officially opened. 

A disused tennis court 
and common land is now 
the ‘Treoes Community 
Allotments’ - and it came 
about through the efforts 
of the villagers, with the 
support of the 
Community Foodie proj¬ 
ect and Creative Rural 
Communities. 

The event co-ordina- 
tor, Julia Lloyd, said: 
“Treoes Community 
Allotments has enhanced 
community spirit. 

“It has also been 
called ‘Treoes Reunited’ 
due to the support from 
plot holders and locals 
who have assisted with 
compost, water and tidy¬ 
ing communal areas. 

“The open day was 
celebration of the wealth 
of nature and community 
spirit this allotment has 
captured.” 

“Among others, our 
thanks go to community 
councillors, James 
Mordecai, Mari Major, 
Liz Matthews and Nigel 
Blethyn, and Rob Me 
Ghee of Community 
Foodie.” 

On the official open¬ 
ing day, Terry Walton, 
who extols the virtues of 
allotments on Radio-2’s 
Jeremy Vine Show, was a 
special guest. Vale AM 


Jane Hutt AM also 
attended. 

Nadia De-Longhi, a 
member of the allotments 
committee, said: ‘It was a 
great community event.” 

Sarah Simpson said: 
“I was surprised to see 
what had been achieved 
in the short time of the 
open day.” 

Julia Lloyd said: “The 
plot holders could relate 
to a quote from Terry 
Walton’s book My Life 
on a Allotment Hillside: 
“...To me, it’s not just a 
garden but a whole way 
of life with every visit a 
social occasion. 

“To me, the allotment 
is a gym that helps keep 
me fit, it’s my sunbed 
because it keeps me 
tanned, my stress coun¬ 
sellor because it’s my 
way of relieving tension, 
and my means of relax¬ 
ation in the open air’.” 

Also thanked for their 
contributions were: 
Cross Farm Nursery, for 
a plant stall; local 
Brownies for creating an 
allotment sign; The Star 
(Treoes), Laleston Inn 
and the Cakerie for 
donating raffle prizes. 

The project received 
funding through the 
Rural Development Plan 
for Wales 2007-2013, 
funded by the Welsh 
Government and the 
European Agricultural 
fund for Rural 
Development, via 

Creative Rural 

Communities. 




Terry Walton was presented with a spade 
by the local Brownies, as a thank you 
for attending the event. 


ABOVE: Jeff Evans, the chairman of the Treoes Community Allotment Committee, 
receives the official allotment poster, designed by the local Brownies. 


ABOVE: Jane Hutt AM, community councillor Liz Matthews, and 
Rob McGhee of Community Eoodie, enjoying the day. 


ABOVE: The allotments as they look today. 
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PORTHCAWL CARNIVAL BRINGS THE 
WHOLE COMMUNITY TOGETHER! 




PORTHCAWL CARNIVAL brought 
together the whole community - young 
and old - and Malcolm Nugent was on 
hand to capture all the fun. 

Aside from the pleasure it gives spectators 
and participants, the carnival also gives local 
organisations like charities a valuable showcase. 

Winner of the best carnival float was ‘The 
Performance House’, a local youth theatre 
group. 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT 


































































































the UCAS application. 

On the fundraising 
side, year-11 pupils 
formed a small group and 
decided to start 
Bag2school to raise 
money for the school. 

They organised them¬ 
selves into small groups 
and took on roles such as 
marketing, promotion, 
bag preparation. Pupils 
went into assembly and 
promoted their event, 
designed posters which 
were displayed around 
the school and monitored 
the collection on the 
morning of the bag col¬ 
lection as well as helping 
to load the van with the 
bags. They sent ‘wish 
lists’ to departments to 
allow them to apply for 
their ‘wish’ to be granted 
from the money. 

The initial collection 
made £150. A form 
group will take over the 
Bag2school project in 
September to continue to 
raise funds for the 
school’s departments. 
Letters will be sent home 
asking for donations of 
old clothing etc for the 
bags. 

It’s time to bid farewell 
to a number of staff leav¬ 
ing us at the end of this 
term. Special best wishes 
go to Nicholas Brain, 
Deputy Head, who leaves 
us to take up his position 
as Headteacher at 
Bryntirion 
Comprehensive. 

Mr Brain’s dedication 


and excellent contribution 
to the improved standards 
reached % the school are 
acknowledged by the 
Head, staff and gover¬ 
nors. 

Highly popular with 
colleagues and pupils 
alike, everyone will miss 
his presence in 
September. We all wish 
him the very best in his 
new post, and look for¬ 
ward to maintaining con¬ 
tact with him at 
Bryntirion. 

A sad farewell also to 
Mrs Jo Griffiths in the 
English department who 
retires after 27 years at 
the school; also, Mr Terry 
Leary from the DT 
department who retires 
after 16 years’ service. 

Our best wishes also 
go to Mr Kris 
Wojciechowski, who will 
be putting his science 
expertise to good use at 
the Patent Office in 
Newport. Congratulations 
to Mrs Caroline Darch on 
her new post at Merthyr 
College and Mrs Bethan 
Dodd,who has worked 
with us over the last cou¬ 
ple of years as maternity 
cover and as cover super¬ 
visor, on her appointment 
as RE teacher at Treorchy 
Comprehensive from 
next September. 

Valerie Matthews who 
has worked with us on a 
part time basis over the 
last year in the MEL 
Department is also leav¬ 
ing. Our thanks go to 


them all for their hard 
work and support. 

In September, we’ll be 
welcoming Joanne 
Casson and Karena 
Torpey as English teach¬ 
ers, Mathew Thompson 
as CDT teacher and 
Jonathan Hancock as sci¬ 
ence teacher. 

Recently appointed 
support staff are Amy 
Wilhams and Carlie Bold 
as classroom 

assistants/LSAs in the 
Learning Resource cen¬ 
tre. Also new from 
September are Angharad 
Jones as cover supervisor 
and Hollie Roberts as 
learning support officer. 
Pupil Participation. 

Geography depart¬ 
ment staff and pupils 
recently visited Sorrento 
in Italy. During their time 
abroad, they had an 
opportunity to appreciate 
what it is like to live in 
southern Italy in the 
shadow of the mighty 
Vesuvius. 

On a more local level, 
80 year-10 pupils braved 
the immense heat of the 
last couple of weeks on 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
practice and qualifying 
Bronze expeditions 
recently. Twelve year-12 
pupils also took part in a 
three-day practice Silver 
expedition ready for the 
qualifying expedition on 
the Gower in early 
September. 

Well done all of those 
who took part - including 


the staff, who were just as 
tired as the pupils at the 
end of these expeditions! 

Congratulations to all 
of those pupils whose 
contributions to school 
life and attendance 
records were celebrated 
in the years 7, 8 and 9 
achievement ceremonies 
recently. 

The 6th formers and 
year-11 pupils also 
arranged successful prom 
evenings recently which 
were enjoyed by pupils 
and staff alike. 

Andy Rea, Chair of the 
governing body at 
Pencoed Comprehensive, 
has announced that it’s 
been awarded the 
‘Governors Wales 

Quality Mark Bronze 
Award’ - the first in the 
Bridgend local authority 
to have achieved the 
award since implementa¬ 
tion in June 2012. 

The award is endorsed 
by the Welsh Government 
and ADEW (Association 
of Directors of Education 
in Wales - the profession¬ 
al group of local authority 
officers accountable for 
statutory education func¬ 
tions). 

With the growing 
emphasis now on the role 
of governors in schools, 
the Quality Mark acts as a 
valuable benchmark, 
ensuring that the govern¬ 
ing body has the correct 
processes and policies in 
place so that it can make a 
valuable contribution to 


the leadership and man¬ 
agement of the school in 
raising standards. 

This has certainly been 
the case for Pencoed 
Comprehensive. David 
George, the Headteacher, 
stated: “The support of 
the governing body and 
the interest that its mem¬ 
bers have in all aspects of 
school life is valued high¬ 
ly by myself and my col¬ 
leagues on the school 
staff. This support has 
certainly been instrumen¬ 
tal in helping us improve 
our standards. We are 
delighted that their hard 
work and attention to 
detail has been acknowl¬ 
edged with this award.” 

The senior citizens’ 
lunches return on 
September 10 and are 
held in the school during 
term time at 12pm every 
Tuesday and Thursday. If 
you haven’t attended 
these lunches before 
please just come along to 
reception. 

Our 6th formers and 
canteen staff will be ready 
to welcome you. 

The first meeting of 
FoPCS (Friends of 
Pencoed Comprehensive 
School) will be held at 
6.30pm on September 25. 
Present and new parents 
are welcome, as well as 
anyone else from the local 
community aged over 16 
who would be interested 
in supporting FoPCS’ 
fundraising activities for 
the school. LH 


A FETE will be held at Oaklands residential 
care home, Oaklands Drive, Bryntirion Hill, 
CF31 4SH to raise funds for the residents on 
July 27 (12 noon to 3pm). Tombola, bric-a- 
brac, book stall, cakes, teas, raffle and bouncy 

Contact 07715573170 or 01656 665459. 


Cynffig School 

A CAPTION in The GEM’s recent report 
on the visit of Prince Charles to the Prince 
of Wales public house contained an error. 

Official information said that the Prince would be 
welcomed by the headteacher and head boy and girl. 

In fact, he was welcomed by the acting head¬ 
teacher, Mrs Hannah Castle. 

She was accompanied by head boy Bradley 
Harris, and deputy head girl, Kelly Charles. 


f MOMA^ H 

WOOD 


Daniel 

Hopkin 

Close, 

Llantwit 

Major 


3 Bedrooms Bathroom/wc. 

2 Receps. G.F.W.C. Open Views. 

£163,000 

www.thomashwood.com 
02920 626252 


SCHOOL’S OUT FOR SUMMER AT 
THE PENCOED COMPREHENSIVE! 
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MATTHEW Cowell 
(year 10) has been select¬ 
ed by Welsh Fencing as 
a reserve for the Welsh 
Sabre Fencing team at 
the Sainsbury’s 2013 
UK School Games, to be 
held in Sheffield in 
September. 

Matthew is represent¬ 
ing Wales as part of a 
team of five school-age 
fencers. Matthew is also 
representing Wales at the 
British Youth 

Championships again this 
year, having qualified as a 
silver medallist at the 
Welsh Youth 

Championships. 

EUa Griffiths (year-10) 
has been selected to play 
golf for Wales in 
Germany in European 
teams and has also been 
selected to play against 
England for Welsh 
Schools. 

Another annual event 
in the summer term calen¬ 
dar at Pencoed 
Comprehensive School is 
the ‘learning core summer 
programme’. 

Pupils across the 
school take part in a 
whole range of activities 
linked to the Welsh 
Baccalaureate qualifica¬ 
tion (WBQ), Key Skills, 
careers, as well as person¬ 
al, social and health edu¬ 
cation. Some of the activ¬ 
ities are noted below. 

Year-9 spent time dur¬ 
ing the summer pro¬ 
gramme working on their 
Working with Others ele¬ 
ment of the WBQ qualifi¬ 
cation with EBP 
(Education Business 
Partnership). 

Pupils needed to gain 
excellent team working 
skills to complete the 
planning of an event, 
either a prom for year-11, 
a music festival or a sport¬ 
ing event. Pupils needed 
to prepare a pitch to pres¬ 
ent to a team of Dragons 
which comprised local 
entrepreneurs who would 
decide the winners! 

As part of their WBQ 
programme, KS4 pupils 
took part in a Eairtrade 
day when they had the 
opportunity to speak to 
Martha, from Zimbabwe, 
and heard her reasons for 
supporting Eairtrade. 

Ripils then completed 
a variety of activities, 
including playing the 
Trading Trainers game 
and life in family-run 
workshops, imagining the 
daily stress of making 
ends meet. 

We’d also hke to take 
this opportunity to thank 
the Co-operative Store in 
Pencoed for its regular 
and generous donations of 
Eairtrade hampers for the 
ECO Club raffles in 
school. 

Year-12 pupils spent a 
day of the summer pro¬ 
gramme learning valuable 
life skills such as cooking, 
sewing and furniture 
assembly. 

They improved their 
team working skills for 
their ‘WorMng with 
Others’ qualification, 
allowing them to prepare 
for life after the 6th form! 

They also spent a day 
at the University of South 
Wales as part of their 
WBQ careers programme 
and were provided with 
valuable advice for 
preparing a personal state¬ 
ment and assistance with 


Shout 
for Elvis! 


IT’S My Shout is 
calling on Elvis 
Tribute artists to 
become involved in 
a film for the 
‘Made In Wales’ 
Series this year. 

This film will be in 
partnership with Arts 
Connect, filming in 
locations in and around 
Bridgend, Rhondda 
Cynon Taff and Merthyr 
Tydfil, on August 9, 10, 
11 . 

Contact 

info@itsmyshout.co.uk. 


Deadline is Wednesday, 
July 31. 

IPs My Shout 
Productions has 
teamed up with BBC 
Wales to produce origi¬ 
nal short films, with 
upcoming actors and 
production crew from 
across Wales! 

They are part of a 
series of eight short 
films (two Welsh lan¬ 
guage films) set in 
locations across Wales, 
as part of the Made in 
Wales’ series on BBC 
Wales and S4C. 


HOME FETE 
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Cowbridge is all set to 
celebrate a decade of 
food and drink in style! 


ONE of Wales’ most 
popular food and 
drink festivals is 
preparing to mark 
its 10th anniversary 
in real style - with a 
host of guaranteed 
crowd pleasers 
added to the popular 
format. 

Launched in 2004, the 
award-winning 
Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival takes place 
this year on October 26- 
27 and is gearing up to be 
the best event yet. 

Thousands of food and 
drink lovers flock to the 
festival every year to sam¬ 
ple some of the best in 
Welsh produce, as well as 
exotic fare from further 
afield. 

High profile sponsors 
have been confirmed in 
the form of HSBC and 
Waitrose and this year’s 
brand new wristband tick¬ 
et system will provide 
benefits to both town 
traders and festival goers 
ahke, as shops and bars 
are encouraged to offer 
discounts or added extras 
to those wearing them to 
draw them into their own 
establishments. 

The ever-popular 
Champagne marquee will 
this year move to the big¬ 
ger Vale Forge site while 


the Kids’ Zone promises 
to offer everything a little 
one could possibly want 
from a fun day out - all 
under one roof at Fun 
Foundations Nursery. 

Outdoor activity to 
entertain the youngsters 
will also include a 
Scarecrow Trail around 
the town - courtesy of 
sponsorship from 

Liquorice Laces on Penny 
Lane. 

Craft lovers will enjoy 
browsing the stalls of the 
craft fayre in the town hall 
and extra activities are 
also planned in the Bear 
Hotel. 

The Fringe and 
Entertainment Zone will 
come together in The Old 
Hall Gardens, offering 
entertainment for all the 
family with musical per¬ 
formances, workshops, 
discussions and extra 
stalls to browse. 

Run by a volunteer 
committee, the festival 
has grown in size from a 
small one day event to a 
weekend of festivities 
involving the whole town, 
while still retaining its sig¬ 
nature intimate atmos¬ 
phere. 

Speaking about the 
2013 Cowbridge Food 
and Drink Festival, festi¬ 
val manager Polly Wilson 
said: “More than 12,000 


visitors joined us last year 
and exhibitors considered 
Cowbridge the Best 
Festival of its size in 
Wales - in our tenth year, 
we’re planning even big¬ 
ger and better things! 

“We’ve changed and 
developed several ele¬ 
ments of the festival this 
year that we’re sure will 
prove a hit with our visi¬ 


tors. Combining The Food 
Fringe with the 
Entertainment Zone for 
example is an exciting 
prospect, and we’ll be 
working closely with 
HubCowbridge in the run 
up to the event to co-ordi¬ 
nate. 

“As stalls at the main 
site always sell out early, 
this will be a great oppor¬ 


tunity for additional food- 
related businesses to take 
part and also offers an 
affordable platform for 
smaller, local producers to 
showcase their products - 
enhancing both visitor and 
local residents’ experience 
of the festival, which can 
only be a good thing,” 
Polly added. 


Family pay tribute to 
Miskin road victim 


THE family of a 24- 
year-old pedestrian, 
who died in a road 
accident early on 
Saturday in Miskin, 
Dafydd Kidner, 
have paid a heart¬ 
felt tribute. 

He was from the vil¬ 
lage of Gilfach Goch and 
had a three-year-old son. 
He was employed as a 
railman, maintaining 
tracks throughout south 
Wales and the west of 
England. 

His parents Alan and 
Keryl, said: “D«v was a 
wonderful father, son, 
partner, grandson, broth¬ 
er, brother-in-law, 

nephew, uncle and 
friend. 

“It is an understate- 



DAFYDD KIDNER. 

ment to say his death has 
completely devastated 
everybody who knew 
him. Dav was a hard 
working, much loved 
young man taken from us 
in the prime of his life. 

“It is so tragic, he had 
everything to live for. We 
were and always will be 


so proud of our son. ” 

They also expressed 
their thanks for all the 
support and love they 
have received from fami¬ 
ly and friends at this dif¬ 
ficult time. 

South Wales Police are 
continuing to appeal for 
information about the 
incident, which occurred 
at around 1.3 0am on 
Saturday, July 20 on the 
A4119 at Miskin, just 
north of its junction to 
School Road. 

The woman driver of 
the red Ford Focus 
involved in the collision 
has been helping police 
with their enquiries. 

Anyone wih informa¬ 
tion about the incident, 
should call 101, or 
Crimestoppers (anony¬ 
mously) on 0800 555 111. 


Puppy walkers 
hand over charges 
for Hunt show... 



THE Glamorgan 
Hunt held their 
puppy show in glori¬ 
ous sunshine, when 
visiting judges chose 
the best of the 
young hounds 
returning to kennels 
from their training 
with ^puppy walk¬ 
ers \ 

Hunt staff are 
augmented this year 
by a very keen 
young apprentice! 



CHARITY GOLF EVENT 

TEE off with Welsh Hearts at a charity golf day in Whitchurch Golf Club, 
Cardiff, in support of cardiomyopathy in Wales. 

Shot gun start at 1pm on October 17. The competition will be a team stable- 
ford, with the best two scores to count on each hole; 3/4 handicap allowance; 
maximum handicap allowance, men 24, ladies 30. 

For full details, contactfundraising@welshhearts.org or 07730944700. 




C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

Ai^&RAYBURN 

& ^Installation, Service & Breakdown 
tqutpw Servicing from £80 

j^^SrORCESTER 












Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel Boiler Installations 
Please take advantage of our Free Survey i 

VISIT OUR WAREHOUSE FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBINOr 
HEATING & DRAINAGE SUPPLIES 

For more information cali Dave or Frank our stores manager 

on our new direct stores line: 01446 772292 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 



Open hours: t 


UANTWIT MAJOR 

NOW triN SMIDW ItM M M:M 


F 


j 


Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk -* f 9 I:fB 


OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


^^9^Val^^usiiies^Park^laiido^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 
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EyePAT ANTI-BULLYING CAMPAIGN 
IS LAUNCHED AT THE SENEDD... 



LEFT: The campaign launch at The Senedd sponsored by AM Jane Hutt. 


ST RICHARD GWYN PUPILS PUT 
LANGUAGE SKILLS TO GOOD USE! 


AN anti-bullying campaign 
has been launched at the 
Senedd by EyePAT CIC. 

Face-to-face and cyber bul¬ 
lies now target nearly half of 
schoolchildren and a third of 
working adults, and the 
Happy Kids and Happy 
People’s programme is about 
getting to the root cause of 
this social problem. 

As Penny Steinhauer, 
EyePAT’s Training Director, 
explained, there are basically 
four types of bully - 
Accidental, Opportunistic, 


Substance Abuse and Chronic. 
‘Happy Kids and Happy 
People Don’t Bully’ is a proj¬ 
ect specifically designed to 
work with the chronic bully. 

During a five-minute exer¬ 
cise, the audience, who 
included many headteachers, 
mental health charities, busi¬ 
nesses, children’s charities, 
unions, health boards and 
youth offending teams, came 
up with 121 reasons why 
some people bully. 

They listed “low self¬ 
esteem”, “need to control”, 


“jealousy”, “self defence”, 
“being abused”, “insecurity, 
feeling threatened”, “peer 
behaviour” and “pres¬ 
surised”. 

These words were trans¬ 
ferred onto bricks to create a 
powerful visual impact. 

Instead of seeing an ‘in¬ 
control’ and ‘powerful bully’, 
the audience saw sad people 
weighed down by their prob¬ 
lems and clearly in need of 
support and help. 


IN a collaboration between St Teilo’s 
School, Cardiff Arts Centre, and the 
Cardiff University Confucius Institute, 
year-12 pupils enjoyed three days oflan- 
guage learning and cultural activities - as 




REFURBISHMENT SALE 


China & Glass Drastically Reduced 

Plus: REMNANT SALE 

Tel: 01446 772807 • Fax: 01446 775766 

67 High Street, COWBRIDGE CF71 7AF 


part of their Welsh Baccalaureate (WBQ) 
language module. 

All pupils had a day of language study in 
Mandarin Chinese, Spanish or Italian. They were 
able to put their language skills into action in a 
range of activities at Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff. 

These included creative arts, film studies, 
dance and movement, Tai Chi and food tasting. 

TEAM ENTERPRISE 

Congratulations to year-12 pupils Daniel Manton 
and Joe Morgan, who won this year’s WBQ Team 
Enterprise competition. 

Their novel idea for self-cleaning windows 
along with their imaginative presentation and 
well-prepared business plan made them worthy 
winners against stiff competition. 

Judges commented on the very high quality of 
presentations this year, and the great amount of 
effort shown by pupils. SB 


UJi 


J The easy way to 

CONNECT TO YOUR WORLD: 

SM SttfiM hMring aids by Starkoy ar« 

ta lu^^ing and again 

Tht-ir:sd»*nced <3csital 



f/AKE LISTENING 
ENJOYABLE AGAIN. 

Receive £100 OFF custom 
hearing soiutions throughout 
June, Juiy and August* 

• G * r.*w O' 

• FREE ‘ I w cti C“\;i V 

• I HI I uirfe?* -riflr 

• FHYf Iiji !fM 1-1 

— NOW AT BARRY EYE CE 


The Hearing and Independent Living Centre 
1 Gravel Lane, Blackwood NP12 1AG 

FREEPHONE 0800 587 2318 

WEB www.hilc.co.uk 



£10 EYE TEST 

Valid far one tnt boated an or bc^v 28 September 2013 at discourted pner of onlv 
£10. vojcbrr at time of test. Cannot br nebanprd far ash, ased wdf other 

'vouchers or nKteemed by cuaonisrs alntady entitled to a trra MHS eye tett. One par 
person, at partepattng SpefUtP% uotp^ only com 


Book at test ac specsairarkra.dl 
fccall 09000680 241 


.v/ m m 

f d c Tc;.U€tS>fr> .Tt 
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20 ft 21 July 

The Itle of Pbe 


Barry Island will be 
transformed into a 
lost island Fire Garden 
Explore this fiery 
landscape inspired 
by tales of tbe deep, 
where legends of fire 
breathing fk>wefs. |p 
enchanted glowing trees I 
and a Viking ghost ship 
long lost in tinr>e are all 
brought to life. From 
dusk each day 


27 ft 28 July 


Slioet Dance 


mo HOROMHWI 


' Featuring ^am Extreme 
performances and 
workshops on Sat 
and Sun Sunday 
will be packed with 
performances from 
local groups from 
Motion Control Dance, 
llam to 4pm each day 


Bring a picnic 
and a blanket 
and en|oy soma 
music baiora 
the film starts. 


3 ft 4 August 

Street Art 


Let loose your artistic 
flair by drawirvg on the 
nmni cubes along the 
prom or try the free 
graffiti workshops. 

All ages welcome - 
Ham to 4pm each day. 


10 ft 11 August 

Zepcete 


Fast and furious Zapcat 
powerboat action. The 
adrenalin- pumped 
racing will take place 
on both days from llam. 



17 ft 18 August 

Seaside Sport 


Enjoy a host of sports 
by the sea. Take part 
m Beach Volleyball, 
Disability sports and 
Beach cricket Try 
your skills on the surf 
simulator and the 
climbing wall and 
explore the Play Village! 
The England Beach 
Soccer Team will also be 
on the beach The event 
Will end with Zumba on 
the Prom with Arvdrea 
- Sunday at 5pm. 


24 ft 25 August 

Cineriu by the Sea 


Enioy an evening of 
cirvenvs by the sea 
Saturday fronri S.SOpm'l 

i^AVK X' lEf -^.'TLJR* 

SurKiay from &30pm 

: LO%d 


All events take place along the prom or Island Gardens. Please f>ote events may change at short i>otlce. 
I For more information please call 01446 704737 or go to wwwvisitthevale.com | 
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Graham’s cycle challenge sets bar high! 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


EVERY year, The 
GEM receives 
reports of local peo¬ 
ple taking on chari¬ 
ty challenges - and 
the bar is constant¬ 
ly being raised as 
people look for 
something that will 
stand out. 

So, when we carried a 
report recently of 
Llancarfan’s Graham 
Brain, and his marathon 
cycling tour of Britain, 
it took a while for the 
scale of his achievement 
to sink in. 

After all, cycling 
challenges are quite 
common, and tend to 
attract fairly fit men and 
women - often keen 
cyclists who are at home 
on a bike. 

You might not be 
Chris Froome or Sir 
Bradley Wiggins, but it 
is no place for Norm 
from Cheers! 

So, just what pos¬ 
sessed a 60-year-old 
man - whose weight had 
crept up past the 21 
stone mark - to contem¬ 
plate a John O’Groats to 
Land’s End cycle. 

Was Graham a keen 
cyclist in his past? No. 

In fact, his experience 
on two wheels was on a 
motor bike, and that 
ended in a nasty crash at 
the age of 17, that left 
him with a broken ankle 
- and limited movement 
in the joint to this day. 

However, he didn’t 


settle for a straight line 
between those two 
points. He looked for 
other places he could 
aim for. He chose the 
easternmost point, the 
westernmost, the fur¬ 
thest from the sea, and 
even the highest point! 

In the end, he criss¬ 
crossed the UK so much 
that the ride totalled 
more than 1,500 miles 
and raised more than 
£8,000 for the road safe¬ 
ty charity Brake. 

It was two years in 
the planning so Graham 
was 62 when he set out 
to cycle 50 miles every 
day, over 35 days, start¬ 
ing from Dunnet Head, 
via John O’Groats and 
to to Land’s End - with 
a multitude of diver¬ 
sions. 

Graham told The 

GEM: “I started my 
training on an exercise 
bike, and it was 

September 2012 before I 
took a bike out on the 
road. 

“Even then, the 

weather was so bad over 
the winter and spring 
that I really didn’t do 
that much out of doors.” 

However, he must 

have worked hard on 
that exercise bike, 
because by the starting 
date, he had reduced his 
weight to 17 stone - a 
great improvement but 
still not the ideal cycling 


build! Nevertheless, it 
was all down to Graham 
when he started in the 
far north of Scotland. 
Road Safety Support 
Limited, a not profit 
organisation, who work 
with ACPO, provided a 
support vehicle through¬ 
out the five weeks of the 
challenge but Graham 
had to do all the ped¬ 
alling! 

He told The GEM: 
“In many ways Scotland 
was the best - and the 
worst. 

There were beautiful 
days riding through 
wonderful scenery, but it 
also included my two 
worst days.” 

This was due to 
Graham’s determination 
to reach the highest 
point in Britain - Ben 
Nevis of course. It was 
not bike terrain, so he 
had to climb to the top, 
which was tiring 
enough, but he had an 
unexpected problem 
coming down! 

He said: “My old 
ankle injury meant that 
it was really painful 
coming down. The ankle 
didn’t flex for walking 
downhill - and I really 
struggled on that 
stretch.” 

Worse was to come 
on the following day, 
because he had to cycle 
from Eort William, at 
sea level, up Glen Coe 



ABOVE: Graham was joined by family members, including grandchildren, for the final 
stretch to Land’s End. 

RIGHT: relaxing home in Llancarfan after his 35-day cycling effort. 


and across Rannoch 
Moor, including 2,493ft 
of climbing. 

He said: “After 10.5 
hours the previous day 
on ‘The Ben’, I could 
hardly stand up and the 
following morning I had 
to stand on a step just to 
get onto my cycle. 

“It was very tough, 
especially when you’re 
totally exhausted at the 
start of a 50-mile day.” 

There were other 
tough times too, and in 
the final week of his 
ride, through Cornwall, 
general wear and tear 
and an “endless amount 
of hills” were a real 
problem. 

Keeping Graham 
going through the tough 
times was his determina¬ 
tion to help his charity, 
BRAKE. 

He said: “Road safety 
charities don't get much 


publicity, and after hear¬ 
ing what wonderful 
work BRAKE does in 
promoting road safety 
and in the support of 
victims and relatives of 
victims of road colli¬ 
sions, they seemed to me 
to be an obvious 
choice.” 

The trip left Graham 
with a great deal of sym¬ 
pathy for cyclists. He 
said: “I tried to avoid 
causing any congestion 
behind me by using the 
cycle paths/lanes if 
available. 

“In saying that 
though, on some of the 
paths it was impossible 
to cycle, due to the poor¬ 
ly maintained surface or 
vegetation growing over 
it and I had to resort to 
getting back onto the 
carriageway. 

“Some cycle paths I 
came across were ridicu¬ 


lous, I would leave the 
carriageway and within 
less than 100 yards 
would be confronted 
with an ‘End of Cycle 
Route’ sign - which 
meant having to rejoin 
the carriageway again. 

“I obeyed all the traf¬ 
fic signals I came to, 
unlike a lot of other 
cyclists I saw, just rid¬ 
ding through a red light 
into the junction. It’s no 
wonder that cyclists get 
a bad reputation.” 

He continued: “The 
vast majority of motor 
vehicles made 

allowances for me on 
my cycle but a small 
percentage didn't. 

“In some cases I felt 
that I could have cleaned 
their nearside window 
with my elbow as they 
passed, and on a few 
occasions I had to brake 
hard as they came 


around me, only to turn 
left directly in front of 
me! 

“Other road users 
need to understand that a 
strong gusty side wind, 
while not affecting a 
motor car, will have 
quite an effect on a 
cyclist, just as a small 
pothole could easily dis¬ 
mount a cyclist but not 
be felt in a car. 

“It’s impossible to 
just cycle a straight line 
because of these.” 

However, the experi¬ 
ence has left Graham 
with an appreciation of 
the joys of cycling, and 
he is planning to contin¬ 
ued taking leisurely 
rides around the vale - 
as soon as his knee, 
which played up 
towards the end of the 
five weeks, is fully 
recovered. 

Graham’s enthusiasm 





for road safety stems 
from working for Serco 
for 24 years, and he 
strongly believes that 
the company’s main 
product makes a huge 
difference to road safety. 

That product - and at 
this point there is a 
chance that one or two 
readers may turn 
against Graham — is 
speed cameras! 





£699 


Mfftnn / 


Cardiff airport 


Atlantic 


Departing from Cardiff Airport 
12 August and 30 September 2013 


Just a few minutes' walk from Madeira’s capital city, Funchal and 
its many attractions^ the Sif Pestana Casino Park is one of tht 
island's most popular properties. This irvodern hotel provides 
exceUent guest facilities that include an indoor and an outdoor 
swimming pool. Jacuz 2 i. sauna, gym. tennis court and bars. 


Price includes: 

• Direct return flights from Cardiff to Madeira 

• 7 Nights half board at the 5* Pestana Cas4no Park Hotel 

• 20kg Luggage allowance 

• Alt taxes 

• ATOL protection for your complete peace of mind 

• Assistance by our resort representative 

• Airport parking included on 30 September departure* 


TRAVEL 


U OABTA 


for more trformation call us on 01452 381 888 ;md quoIa CAR* or visit us onuno ;al www.atlanticbolidays.nel/CAR 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 CARDIFF 02920 492727 
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Out and About with The Gl 



It’s ‘moth ado 
about nothing’ on 
wildlife watch 


ON Friday, July 26, 
the Wildlife Trust 
of South and West 
Wales (WTSWW), 
along with experts 
from Butterfly 
Conservation and 
the Glamorgan 
Moth Group, will 
be running a moth 
trapping evening at 


WTSWW’s Cwm 
Colhuw reserve 
near Llantwit 
Major. 

Moths are a rather 
under-appreciated group, 
particularly compared to 
their close relations, the 
butterflies. The UK has 
about 60 butterfly 
species, compared to 
more than 2,400 moths. 



Free House • Family Run • Extensive Menu 


NEW TWO-COURSE SPECIALS £10.95 

FRIDAY: STEAK NIGHT only £10.00 
SUNDAY LUNCH only £8.95 
FOOD SERVED ALL DAY SUNDAY 


01446 773943 

WWW. victoriainnsigingstone .co.uk 


and many of the moths 
are at least as spectacu¬ 
lar in appearance as but¬ 
terflies. 

During the moth trap¬ 
ping event, there will be 
a number of powerful 
light traps running on 
the reserve and we will 
be identifying the 
species that come to visit 
them. 

Experts will be on 
hand to talk about this 
fascinating group of 
insects and open your 
eyes to the beautiful 
nocturnal creatures that 
exist in the countryside 
around us. 

The event will run 
from 9pm until approxi¬ 
mately lam and is free, 
but booking is essential 
as the date may change 
if the weather forecast is 
unsuitable. 

Anyone is welcome to 
go along and there is no 
obligation to stay until 
the end but please con¬ 
tact WTSWW’s 
Conservation Ojficer at 
v.matthews@welsh- 
wildlife.org in order to 
book a place. 


What’s on in and 
around your area 


Cowbridge 

concert 

COWBRIDGE Male 
Voice Choir will hold 
its annual concert at 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre on Saturday 
(July 27) at Vpm, sup¬ 
ported by the Vulcan 
String Quartet. 

This year’s perform¬ 
ance includes the 
Hallelujah Chorus and 
tickets will be available 
at the door. 

All the revenue from 
the concert will be used 
to enable the choir to 
support worthwhile 
charities. 

Model 

show 

BARRY Tourist 
Railway is holding its 
first ‘Big Barry, Big 
Scale Model Railway 
Exhibition’ on July 27. 

The modelling show 
will be officially opened 
at 10.30am by Coun Lis 
Burnett in the main sta¬ 
tion building and under 
a 60-metre canopy. The 
permanent outdoor 
Gauge 3 running track 



De/y Trips for 2013 


Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

OAP/Child 

27/07/2013 

Saturday 

Weston Super Mare 

£12.00 

£11.00 

03/08/2013 

Saturday 

Windsor 

£14.00 

£13.00 

06/08/2013 

Tuesday 

Moreton in the Marsh 'Cotswolds^ 

£11.00 

£10.00 

11/08/2013 

Sunday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach only) 

£9.50 

£8.50 

13/08/2013 

Tuesday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

17/08/2013 

Saturday 

Wells & Burnham on Sea 

£11.50 

£10.95 

25/08/2013 

Sunday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£15.00 

£13.00 

31/08/2013 

Saturday 

Tenby &. Saundersfoot 

£10.95 

£10.00 

11/09/2013 

Wednesday 

Carmarthen Market & Tenby 

£ 9.50 

£ 9.00 

21/09/2013 

Saturday 

Bicester, Oxfordshire 

£14.00 

£13.00 

12/10/2013 

Saturday 

Tewksbury & Ross on Wye 'Labels' 

£11.50 

£10.50 

26/10/2013 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon (EariyXmas shopper) 

£12.95 

£11.95 

23/11/2013 

Saturday 

Cheltenham Christmas Shopper 

£11.50 

£11.00 

30/11/2013 

Saturday 

Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre 

£13.75 

£13.00 

TBA 

Await Date 

Caerphilly Medieval Xmas Fayre 

TBA 

TBA 

08/12/2013 

Sunday 

Bath Christmas Market 

£13.75 

£12.75 

22/12/2013 

Sunday 

London Xmas Shopping & Sights 

£20.00 

£19.00 


Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore early reservation is essential. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON OUR DAY TRIPS 
OR THE HIRE OF COACHES & MINI-BUSES CALL 



Telephone 01656 - 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, 

Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 2AL 


will also be opened. 

Entrance to the exhi¬ 
bition, adults £3, chil¬ 
dren (under 16) £2. 

Classic 
car rally 

ON Sunday, July 28, the 
Barry Tourist Railway 
will be hosting the Big 
Barry classic car rally 
with the Glamorgan 
Classic Car Club at 
Barry Island Station on 
Sunday, July 28 from 
10.30pm-4.30pm. Most 
of the cars date from 
the 1950s-70s, plus pre¬ 
war classics, military 
vehicles and motor¬ 
bikes. Admission is 
free. 

ValePlus 

trip 

VALEPLUS, the local 
charity that provides 
learning and leisure 
opportunities for peo¬ 
ple with a learning 
disability, is running a 
trip to the Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust 
Centre in Llanelli on 
Saturday, August 3. 

This is a part of the 
introduction to bird¬ 
watching course, run in 
conjunction with the 
WEA, which many 
ValePlus learners 
recently completed. 

The trip is open to all 
members, friends and 
family and costs £15, 
which includes the 
entry to the centre and 
activities. Meet in 
ValePlus in High Street, 
Barry at 10am, return 
by 4pm. Eurther details 
from Steve on 01446 
746691. 

Dinas Powys 
fun run 

ON Bank Holiday 
Monday, August 26, 
Dinas Powys 
Community Council is 
hosting a one-mile fun 
run to commemorate 
the opening of the new 
playground on Dinas 
Powys Common, 
which includes a new 
adventure area and 
outdoor gym. 

The playground was 
built with financial sup¬ 
port from the European 
Agriculture Eund, via 
the Creative Rural 
Communities 
Organisation. 

The one-mile course 
follows the edge of the 
common and is ideal for 
families and runners 
alike. Prizes will be 


Let us know 
what’s on 
and where - 

email 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


awarded to the first 
home; male, female, 
under-12, and family, 
best fancy dress (family 
and individual). The 
race will start at 11am. 

Download registra¬ 
tion form at www.dpvc- 
dinaspowys.com or pick 
up from the post 
office/Parish Office. 

The community council 
will be donating all 
proceeds to Dinas 
Powys Voluntary 
Concern. 

Village 

show 

ALL arrangements are 
now in hand for this 
year’s Dinas Powys 
village show on August 
31. 

There are 102 class¬ 
es. Schedules are now 
available at libraries in 
Dinas Powys and 
Penarth; the two Post 
Offices in Dinas Powys; 
both chemist shops on 
the Cardiff Road and at 
Camms Corner; 
Brynawel Euchsia and 
Garden Centre; 

Budgens, Cardiff Road, 
and the Community 
Council Office in 
Britway Road. 

Further information 
from Val Hartrey on 029 
2051 3274 or val- 
hartrey @ talktalk. net. 


Local historian 
publishes his 
second novel 


Dr Jonathan Hicks, 
headteacher of St 
Gyres School, 
Penarth, and well- 
known to GEM 
readers as a local 
historian, has pub¬ 
lished his second 
novel. 

Bom in Barry, Dr 
Hicks received much 
acclaim for his first 
novel in the Thomas 
Oscendale series. 

Set during the third 
year of the Eirst World 
War, his debut The 
Dead ofMametz fol¬ 
lowed Captain Thomas 
Oscendale’s efforts to 
arrest a murderer 
amongst the soldiers of 
the Welsh Division, who 
were poised to begin 
their assault on the 
German-held Mametz 
Wood. 

Dr Hicks’ sequel. 
Demons Walk Among 
Us, finds Thomas 
Oscendale fresh from 
the horrors of war on 
the Western Eront and 
on leave in the coastal 
town of Barry, where he 
is drawn into the inves¬ 
tigation of the savage 
murder of a war widow. 

The novel paints a 
vivid picture of life in 
the trenches, as well as 


life in the industrial 
towns of south Wales 
during the Great War. 

‘'Demons Walk 
Among Us is set one 
year on from the first 
novel in the series,” 
explained Dr Hicks. 

“As 2014 marks 100 
years since the outbreak 
of the Eirst World War, 
there has been a bur¬ 
geoning of interest in its 
history and I truly 
believe that a novel 
focused around a central 
character set in this time 
period will attract wide¬ 
spread interest. Crime 
novels set in the Great 
War are something of a 
rarity.” 

As well as a writer of 
fiction. Dr Hicks is also 
the author of four books 
on military history. 

He won the Victorian 
Military Society’s top 
award for an article 
from his first book, A 
Solemn Mockery in 
2006, and was awarded 
the Western Eront 
Association Shield in 
2010 for an illustrated 
account of his home¬ 
town’s military past, 
Barry and the Great 
War. 


Three Horseshoes 
Country Inn 

Moulton, Near Barry 



NOW ON SALE AT OUR 

NEW 


VILLAGE SHOP 

Convenience Products 

• Bread • Milk • Bacon • Sauces 

• Home Produce • Groceries 

• Real Ales and much more... 

Also, home cooked meals without the hassle! 
Our menu is available to order only to takeaway 
everyday until 9pm. 

Fish & chips, curries, pies, roasts etc. 

www.3horseshoespub.com 

Tel. 01446 710428 
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Out and About with The Gl 



World’s End a fitting 
finale to comic trilogy 


W HEN 
Edgar 
Wright 
and Simon Pegg, 
whose biggest 
claim to fame was 
cult sitcom Spaced, 
released their 
debut film, Shaun 
of the Dead, in 
2004, nobody could 
have predicted the 
huge success the 
film would gener¬ 
ate, with Pegg 
going on to provide 
comedic support in 
the likes of 
Mission: Impossible 
3 and Star Trek, 
while Wright 
became a 

Hollywood director 
with Scott Pilgrim 
vs The World. 

The second part of 
their ‘Cornetto’ trilogy 
was 2008’s Hot Fuzz, 
bringing them even 
greater acclaim and suc¬ 
cess, and the pair close 
out the trilogy with The 
World’s End. 

Pegg plays Gary 
King, who wants to 
reunite his old gang of 
friends (Nick Frost, 
Martin Freeman, Paddy 


Considine and Eddie 
Marsan) to complete the 
‘Golden Mile’ pub 
crawl in their old home 
town, something that 
they had failed to do in 
their youth. 

However, as old ten¬ 
sions bubble to the sur¬ 
face, the feeling that 
something isn’t quite 
right in the town esca¬ 
lates dramatically, as the 
five try to reach their 
final destination - the 
aptly-named World’s 
End... 

Given the amount of 
success Simon Pegg and 
Edgar Wright have 
achieved since Shaun of 
the Dead, you would 
have thought they 
would have been far too 
busy to knock out 
another homegrown 
comedy effort, and, if 
they could find the time 
to, the ensuing film 
would no doubt be com¬ 
promised by their out¬ 
side, and far more lucra¬ 
tive interests. 

However, the pair 
have never been ones to 
shy away from giving 
their fans what they 
want, and The World’s 
End makes a fitting 
finale to their trilogy, 
the film packed with 
laughs but with a 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

lOCEAN LOUNGED 

{ ^PORTHKERRYXr- J 

t WE ARE NOW OPEN; t 

t THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 
* ALL DAY & EVENING ON SUNDAYS t 


Every Thursday 
QUIZ NIGHT 

Burger and a Pint £5.95 

DARTS TOURNAMENT 

Every Sunday Night 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
plus Bingo 


Saturday 27th Ji^ 

Ti^BUTE 

MALONEY 

Saturday 3rd August 

JEFF PHILLIPS 

sings Neil Diamond - geat show 

Saturday 10th August 

Live Entertainment - TBC 



Saturday 17th August 
M The Volkswagen Beatles ^ 

X Brilliant Tribute Band ^ 
J Tickets now on sale - only £3 ^ 

t Tradilional SUNDAY ROAST Only £7.95 ? 
CAR BOOT SALE 


EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions© 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 





by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


mature outlook that 
reflects on youth mis¬ 
spent and how we 
change, but coupled to 
an Invasion of the 
Bodysnatchers-c^c^c 
plot that doesn’t prove 
to be a step too far. 

Their previous films 
have always matched 
high-concept with the 
grounded, and The 
World’s End hits a simi¬ 
lar vein, the science fic¬ 
tion backdrop playing a 
supporting role to the 
themes of friendship - 
and how life doesn’t 
always give you every¬ 
thing you wanted or 
hoped. 

In the lead, Pegg hits 
the same comedy notes 
you would expect, but 
matches the depth that 
his and Wright’s script 
aims for, a performance 
highly comedic but 
always hinting at the 
sadness lurking below. 

His sidekick, Nick 
Erost, has always played 
the buffoon to Pegg’s 
straighter character, but 
here the roles are 
reversed (for the first 
hour at least). It makes 
for a refreshing change 
of pace seeing the 


dynamic switch, while 
the likes of Martin 
Ereeman, Paddy 
Considine and Eddie 
Marsan are pitch-perfect 
alongside them. 

With old faces from 
their previous films and 
Spaced popping up, it’s 
easy to sense this is a 
line being drawn by the 
pair, and it is a fine note 
to go out on, if that is 
the case - with Wright’s 
direction, all verve, fast- 
cuts and clever visual 
tics - brimming with 
invention yet showing a 
degree of restraint. 

There is nothing here 
that doesn’t hit the spot 
if you’re a fan of the 
pair’s work, but those 
who are not won’t be 
converted by the end 
credits, while even their 
most ardent admirers 
may be a little disap¬ 
pointed at the way the 
climax peters out rather 
than ends with a bang. 

However, The 
World’s End is a like¬ 
able, funny film that 
makes for an entertain¬ 
ing experience. 

VERDICT; Simon 
Pegg and Edgar 
Wright’s ‘Cornetto’ tril¬ 
ogy is ‘topped’ off nice¬ 
ly (I couldn’t resist) 
with The World’s End, a 
funny film that manages 
to balance laughter with 
pathos and body-snatch¬ 
ing! With a well-tuned 
cast, and Wright’s 
strong direction, the 
film is well worth a 
watch. Recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Paul (2011), 
Shaun of the Dead 
(2004). 


VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN 
SHOW 

Wednesday 
21st August 
2013 

Fonmon 
Castle Park, 

Nr. Cardiff Airport 

Adults: £10 
Senior Citizens £8 
Children £5 
Family (2+2) £25 

Contact: 01446 710099 

www.valeofglamorganshow.co.uk 



Welsh Rock Choir members 
join the ‘Rockies’ at 02 Arena! 



ROCK Choir mem¬ 
bers from Cardiff, 
Penarth, Bridgend, 
Cowbridge, 
Pontyclun and 
Neath, enjoyed 
their biggest ‘gig’ 
yet, when they 
joined more than 
12,000 fellow 
‘Rockies’ at 

London’s 02 Arena. 

Rock Choir is the 
UK’s largest and most 
popular contemporary 
choir, with more than 
16,000 members in over 
250 communities. 

Eounder and director 
Caroline Redman Lusher 
and 60 Rock Choir lead¬ 
ers who run weekly 
singing sessions across 
the UK were on stage to 
perform with the choir. 

Local Rock Choir 
leaders Stephanie Bailey 
and Katie Thomas said: 
“We worked really hard 


rehearsing for this fan¬ 
tastic event and it was all 
worth it. I’m so proud of 
everyone and it was 
great to see our flags and 
banners flying. 

“Being able to sing 
with thousands of other 
Rock Choir members in 
such a huge and iconic 
arena was hugely uplift¬ 
ing and inspiring. The 
sound was iust incredi¬ 
ble.” 

A poignant moment 
came when Sarah 
Godwin, whose son 
Quentin went missing 21 
years ago, talked about 
her search for him. 

She told the packed 
arena how with the sup¬ 
port of Rock Choir, the 
charity Missing People 
had offered a lifeline to 
her and her family. 

For more information 
visit www.rockchoir.com 
or telephone 01252 714 
276. 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan lottery 
draw number D784. 

• £2,000: 387290. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£2,500, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 346312, 

131092,656041,535701, 
527759,446972,420910, 
507933,818509,520150, 
659206,330637,331532, 
155933,370372,222547, 
742210,895449,813928, 
443945. 

• £5: 519214, 

855303, 670335, 691194, 
319670,779437,561866, 
717699,502216,366144, 
238550,584083,735766, 
670654,618783,683696, 


467184, 801143,397371, 
816291,643453,879825, 
375956,199080,841873, 
420202,772054,378961, 
149063, 753570,112224, 
427180,460970,861622, 
847616,544542, 628885, 
517827,840175, 641616, 
805568, 507451,112732, 
713453,599104,690809, 
671136, 442378, 324342, 
429158,378084,671884, 
713075,806464,264949, 
631019,331481,346355, 
193977, 594922. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


AUTHOR’S NEW BOOK 


A CRACKED IMAGINATION is an anthology of 
short stories from Barry-based author Penny 
Richards, which “explores the mind’s diverse 
nature through the eyes often separate characters, 
and offers a wide range of stories that question our 
own ideas of reality versus fiction.” 

It is published by Jelly Bean Books, an affiliate 
imprint of Candy Jar Books, and is available as a 
paperback, at £9.99. 


Laurie’s hike 

MR LAURIE BROPHY, aged 81, is 
fundraising for Y Bont - by taking part in 
an unaccompanied 177-mile hike. 

The Offa’s Dyke trail passes through eight coun¬ 
ties and crosses the border between Wales and 
England more than 20 times. 

“I will carry a sleeping bag and will sleep wher¬ 
ever I feel tired enough, bunkhouses are available 
for bad weather but I will try not to use them. I will 
carry a bivvy bag for dew and drizzle; food will be 
available from villages and pubs along or near the 
path, ” Laurie said. 

You can sponsor Laurie at 
wwwfustgiving.com/81stBirthdayChallenge or Text 
ybonl3. 



SPORT FOR LIFE ✓ 
FANCY A CHALLENGE✓ 
PHYSICAL EXERCISE ✓ 

FANCY GIVING 
GOLF A GO? 

LOVE HAVING FUN ✓ 
ENJOY SOCIALISING ✓ 
LEARN A NEW SKILL ✓ 


Fun, action packed sessions at: 

SOUTHERNDOWN 
Golf Club 

“FREE” 

Ladies Taster Session 

Wednesday 31st July 5pm - 7pm 

Please call the golf shop on 

01656 881112 

to register or for more information 


For further information and opportunities visit 

www.golfdevelopmentwales.org. 
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RAF CELEBRATES ITS PROUD 
LOCAL LINKS AT MoD St ATHAN 



The 75th anniversary cake. 


RAF personnel 
past, present and 
future, gathered at 
MoD St Athan on 
July 9, to celebrate 
the 75th anniver¬ 
sary of the contin¬ 
ued occupancy of 
the RAF and No 4 
School of Technical 
Training at the site. 

A number of visitors 
were ex-boy entrants 
who had chosen to make 
the date to coincide with 
their annual reunion. 
Some had even come 
from as far afield as 
Canada. Many high 
ranking officers, who had 
St Athan connections, 
including Air Officer 
Wales, Air Commodore 
Williams and ex-St 
Athan Commanding 
Officer, now Group 
Captain Rob Woods, 
were also in attendance, 
together with local digni¬ 
taries and Vale MP Mr 
Alun Cairns. 

The day began with a 
meet and greet and the 
chance to view some 
RAF history in Harlech 
Flight. This building was 
remembered by many as 
the former Sandes Club 
and brought back many 
happy memories for 
many an ex-Serviceman 
or woman. 

Everyone then moved 
to the Station’s Astra 
Cinema where the cur¬ 
rent Station Commander, 
Wing Commander Paul 
Regan, gave a welcome 
brief and overview of 
MoD St Athan today. 

Other events through¬ 
out the day included a 
service in the Station 
Church, now a multi¬ 
faith centre, to mark the 
occasion. 

This was well attended 
and to accommodate the 
600 plus people, the 
doors which join the 
church to the gymnasium 
had to be opened. 

The address was made 
by Rev Cohn Richards, 
the (St Athan) Military 
Wives Choir sang 
accompanied by the RAF 
St Athan Voluntary Band 
and the soloist for the 
service was Mrs Wendy 
Kupinski. 

Children from Wick 
and Marcross School 
also attended, along with 
the Normandy Veterans 


Association. 

Following the service, 
there was the opportunity 
to view the many differ¬ 
ent aspects of military 
life at St Athan, past, 
present and future. In the 
stone gym, different 
trade groups had set out 
stands demonstrating the 
most up-to-date training 
methods alongside some 
of the older equipment 
that the RAF has used. 

Former Instructor, 
John Lynch, said: “It has 
been a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity for me to come and 
see what has transpired 
there since I left over 26 
years ago. 

“I was surprised to 
find that Electrical 
Training Elight (ETE) 
training continues in the 
same hangar that I was 
responsible for ah those 
years ago. 

“I received a very 
warm welcome by every¬ 
body and enjoyed a tour 
of the present day train¬ 
ing facilities. 

“It was most interest¬ 
ing also to see the devel¬ 
opments in the Principles 
Plight, as I had taken up a 
related teaching role at a 
local college on leaving 
the RAP at St Athan. 

“ I was made very wel¬ 
come by the staff and it 
made my day to meet one 
of them who started his 
Direct Entry Technician 
course while I was at 
ETE” 

RAP Careers were 
able to show ah the cur¬ 
rent roles in the RAP 
today and explain the 
modern recruiting 
process. The centre 
piece display was a full 
size replica Spitfire 
which proved as popular 
with the younger visitors 
as it did with the more 
mature ones who could 
remember them flying. 

At 2pm, there was a 
formal parade that had 
the veterans parading 
alongside Serving 
Airmen of the present 
and Air Cadets, who will 
be the next generation. 

Parade Commander 
Plight Lieutenant Dave 
Nash carried the 
Wilkinson Sword, which 
was loaned to the station 
to mark the event. The 
Wilkinson Sword is 
owned by the Vale of 
Glamorgan and was a gift 
to the borough when 
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RAF Falcons arrive. 


RAP St Athan was grant¬ 
ed the Preedom of the 
Borough in May 1974. 

Officer Commanding 
No 22 (Training) Group, 
Air Vice Marshal Mike 
Lloyd, took the salute, 
with a flypast by a Hawk 
Aircraft from RAP 
Valley. 

AVM Lloyd then 
reviewed the troops, tak¬ 
ing the opportunity to 
speak to several from 
each of the contingents. 
There was also a flyby by 
a VCIO and a De 
Haviland Hornet Moth. 

The event concluded 
with a spectacular jump 
by the RAP Palcon para¬ 
chute display team. 

Mayor of the Vale, 
Mrs Margaret Wilkinson, 
was invited to join Wing 
Commander Regan to 
take the salute before 
being introduced to the 
team. 

Background 

The Ministry of 
Defence purchased land 
from local farms at 
Eglwys Brewis in June 
1936. 

However, Eglwys 
Brewis was not to be the 
allocated name for the 
new camp, as it was gen¬ 
erally assumed that RAP 
St Athan would be easier 
to pronounce. 

The building work 
commenced in 1938 with 
an RAP hospital and 
throughout the year a 
perimeter track was laid 
and three grass runways. 
Keen to finish for occu¬ 
pancy, a recreation build¬ 
ing was put up which 
housed an Astra cinema, 
large dance hah/gymna¬ 
sium, three churches, a 
swimming pool and a 
large roller skating rink. 

The first station com¬ 
mander, Group Captain E 
Brownsdon-Rice, also 
arrived in 1938 accompa¬ 
nied by the adjutant. 
Plight Lieutenant The 
Lord Dudley. In addi¬ 
tion, the first party of 25 
airmen transferred from 


2 (Training) Wing at 
RAP Henlow. 

Despite the accommo¬ 
dation being ‘basic’, each 
hut was allowed a single 
wireless (radio) at the 
cost of one penny per 
man per week. 

Added to this, the air¬ 
men had to pay sixpence 
a week towards a ticket 
home when they had 
leave, four shillings a 
week to their family 
allotment, plus sixpenny 
haircut tokens and all this 
from a wage of two 
shillings a day. 

Less than a year after 
the gates to the camp 
opened they received a 
visit from the Prime 
Minister, Mr Neville 
Chamberlain (June 
1939). 

At llOOhrs on 
September 2 1939, an Air 
Ministry signal ordered 
the general mobilisation 
of the RAP. 

Two days later, war 
was declared and within 
the next two days over 
1,300 airmen arrived. 
Everyone was ordered to 
send home ah their civil¬ 
ian clothes - and even the 
Station Commander got 
involved in the sandbag 
filling. 

In 1942, 4SoTT start¬ 
ed training flight engi¬ 
neers on the Stirling, 
Halifax, Lancaster, 
Sunderland, Liberator 
and Catalina. By the end 
of 1943, the extremely 
high casualty rate on 
Bomber Command oper¬ 
ations meant that there 
was a huge demand for 
flight engineers. 

At the height of the 
war, there could be as 
many as 5,000 flight 
engineers training at St 
Athan at any one time, 
with 500 at a time com¬ 
pleting their training. 

After the war, the sta¬ 
tion continued working 
on its geographical 
divide, with the West 
Camp home to the main¬ 
tenance units whilst the 
East Camp continued as 




the home of No 4 School 
of Technical Training. 

Over the years, it has 
also been home to the 
Driver Training School, 
RAP Mountain Rescue 
Unit, Aircraft Recovery 
and Transportation and at 
its height was home to 
over 14,000 personnel. 

Therefore, it was no 
surprise that more than 
300 veterans returned to 
meet up with old friends, 
relive their youth, and to 
visit 4SoTT and see the 
changes made in training 
techniques and technolo¬ 
gy over the years. 

Report by JANE 
BISSETT 



Group Captain Rob Woods chats to veterans. 


New priest Melanie sports red! 


MANCHESTER- 
born Melanie 
Prince has taken 
over as priest-in¬ 
charge at 
Porthkerry and 
Rhoose from Rev 
David Treharne, 
who has moved to 
Tidenham (St 
Mary) with 
Beachley and 
Lancaut in the dio¬ 
cese of Gloucester. 

Melanie was licensed 
in a special service at St 
Peter’s Church, Rhoose, 
by the Assistant Bishop 
of Llandaff, David 
Wilbourne, last week. 

During her first year 
at Lampeter University 
Melanie felt God was 
calling her to serve as a 


minister and switched 
courses from ancient 
history and archaeology 
to theology. 

“I was the first person 
from my family to go to 
university and growing 
up on a council estate in 
Manchester meant that I 
thought being a vicar 
was something that old, 
posh blokes did!” said 
Melanie. 

“I thought vicars 
were nice and they 
weren’t distant to me, I 
went to Sunday school 
and church youth 
groups, but it just was¬ 
n’t something that I 
thought someone like 
me would do.” 

The lifelong 
Manchester United fan 
and Star Trek enthusiast 
moves to the parish of 
Porthkerry and Rhoose 


from Llantwit Major, 
where she was team 
vicar for five years. 

Prior to that she was 
curate at Gabalfa for 
seven years, and before 
that she was curate at 
Aberavon for three 
years. 

When Melanie isn’t 
wearing her dog collar, 
she might well be wear¬ 
ing her Star Trek outfit 
as she attends conven¬ 
tions around the country 
with her husband 
Darren (44), a university 
lecturer and their two 
daughters Hannah (12), 
and Naomi (eight). 

Melanie is now look¬ 
ing forward to getting to 
know her new parish¬ 
ioners: “My main plan 
is to get to know our 
new church family and 
to work out the way for¬ 


ward together. I am not 
coming here with any 
preconceived ideas of 
what I am going to do - 
we will work it out 
together.” 

She will serve at St 
Curig’s Church in 
Porthkerry and St 
Peter’s in Rhoose. 

Melanie will also 
work closely with 
Archdeacon Peggy 
Jackson, priest in charge 
of the neighbouring 
parish of Penmark with 
Plane arfan and 
Llantrithyd in a cluster 
arrangement. 

This follows recom¬ 
mendations from the 
Church in Wales review, 
with the two parishes 
now sharing and ratio¬ 
nalising resources for 
their mutual benefit. 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS FROM YSGO L GYMRAEG DEWI SANT 

Fun and games 
on the schooVs 
sports day as 
the sun shines 


Looking back on exciting times 


YSGOL Dewi Sant 
held its second 
sports day recently 
on the sports field 
and, thankfully, this 
year the sun was 
shining! 

The pupils in nursery, 
reception and year-1 
were all placed in their 
houses and wore red, 
blue, green and yellow 
in order to identify the 
teams. 

All of the races were 
fiercely competitive, as 
the pupils were keen to 
show off their skills in 
running 

competitions,bouncing 
races, obstacle races and 
the finale of a relay race 
with water. 

During a break, all of 
the pupils were rewarded 
with ice pops and cold 
drinks. 

The event in Llantwit 
Major was very well 
supported by parents and 
grandparents, who 
enjoyed the sunshine and 
cheered everyone on. 

RHIAN SAMUEL 




AS the school reaches the end 
of only its second year, the chil¬ 
dren and staff at Ysgol 
Gymraeg Dewi Sant have been 
looking hack at all of the excit¬ 
ing activities that have been 
going on. 

We watched the eggs hatch in the 
incubator and enjoyed looking after the 
chicks. We grew vegetables in the gar¬ 
den to cook with and we welcomed a 
visit from some friendly owls on our 
wildlife day. 

The PTA organised a sponsored cir¬ 
cuits day where we kept fit by running 
around an obstacle course all day. 


We made dens in the outdoors to 
provide shade from the sun, before 
making natural crowns from the twigs, 
leaves and moss that we collected. 

Since the weather has been so warm 
recently, we decided to treat ourselves 
by making fruity lollies to help cool us 
off. Last week, the nursery class took 
their teddy bears for a picnic, where we 
sang songs and played games. So much 
fun! 

We’re looking forward to coming 
back in September after a well - 
deserved break! Places are now avail¬ 
able for nursery places at the Llantwit 
Major school. RS 
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SCHOOL CHARITY DAY RAISES ‘INCREDIBLE’ 
£1,265 FOR THE LATCH CHILDREN’S CHARITY 



ST GYRES school 
recently held its 
annual charity 
fundraising day 
after the final lesson 
of the day. 

The whole school got 
together and worked as a 
team for LATCH. 

The atmosphere in the 
yard was electric, as 
dozens of tables were set 
up selling a range of 
items and refreshments. 

Some pupils held 
quizzes they had 
designed and there were 
fashion stalls with an 
assortment of clothing, 
jewellery and face-paint¬ 
ing. 

Inside the gym, year-9 
pupils organised a 
dodgeball event and 
teams were encouraged 
to sign up for a small fee. 
Shaquille Coles of year-7 
won the ‘keepy-uppie’ 
event with a score of over 
300! 

Luckily, the weather 
was perfect and the 
‘Soak the Teacher’ area 
proved one of the most 
popular attractions, as 
pupils were able to have 
fun with some of their 
favourite teachers who 
braved the icy water and 
sponges aimed at their 
heads! 

Alexis Richards in 
year-10 had a great idea 
to use the charity day as 
an opportunity to de-clut- 
ter her bedroom and raf¬ 
fled a large collection of 
cuddly toys, together 
with friends selling 
cakes, which altogether 


raised over £40. Pupil 
donations for the treat of 
wearing non-uniform 
clothes for the day were 
collected in the morning 
and many pupils visibly 
demonstrated their sup¬ 
port for LATCH by wear¬ 
ing the colour purple - 
while a few pupils strug¬ 
gled in the heat by wear¬ 
ing furry animal onesies! 

This alone raised over 
£500; but following all of 
the activities, pupils 
increased the grand total 
to an incredible 
£1,265.80. 

The whole event was 
filmed for St Cyres TV 
and an edited version can 
be watched via the 
school website 

www.stcyres.org, by 
clicking on the SCTV 
link. 

LATCH was voted for 
by pupils as this year’s 
charity from a list of 10 
local charities. 

Signing 

choir 

ON July 10, the signing 
choir from St Cyres 
School performed at 
the ASDA store in 
Cardiff Bay. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 and 
everyone practised hard 
to perfect three songs. 
Thanks to the generosity 
of shoppers visiting the 
store, we were able to 
raise £104 for the charity 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People. This money will 
now be used to train a 
puppy, and we will be 
regularly updated on its 
progress. SB 


ART ON THE 
STATION... 



VOGA (Vale of Glamorgan Artists) group is 
back with a new exhibition, ‘Splash’ at the 
Travellers in Mind cafe/gallery, Barry Railway 
station. 

The exhibition is open on weekday mornings 
only, until September 13. 



Bracken and Bronte 
lead group ramble 
through Cosmeston 


SEVEN Penarth and District 
Ramblers joined Joy, Bracken 
and Bronte at Cosmeston in 
very warm sunshine - with only 
a hint of a breeze - to enjoy an 
evening ramble that took in the 
delights of the country park. 

The area was once medieval farm¬ 
land but because underlying natural 
springs kept the land wet and boggy, 
growing crops was not easy. Between 
the 1890s and 1970, Cosmeston was a 
commercial limestone quarry serving 
the concrete factory where the 
Schooner stands; but the area con¬ 
stantly had to be pumped dry and fol¬ 
lowing the factory closure and the pub 
being built, the pumping stopped. 

The quarry was allowed to fill with 
water and the park was developed, 
which is now enjoyed by locals and 
visitors. 

Leaving the main car park, the 
group walked past the thatched build¬ 
ings of the medieval village, discov¬ 
ered when the park was being excavat¬ 
ed, and crossing Mile Road entered a 
field where the ruins of the old colum¬ 
barium or dovecote stand, which is 
very interesting because of its ruined 
state, the nesting boxes on the inside 
can be clearly seen. 

Enjoying the slight breeze, the group 
had glorious views across farming 
land towards Barry before dropping 
downhill, crossing the wooden foot¬ 
bridge over the Sully Brook to make 
their way onto a path at the rear of 
Cogan Wood, where the shade was 
appreciated. 

Exiting into a valley, they passed the 
dipping pond and entered one of the 
huge enclosed grass and flower mead¬ 
ows where the temperature suddenly 
became very humid before re-crossing 


Mile Road into a second enclosed 
meadow. 

Exiting through a gate, they chatted 
to two female horse riders out enjoying 
the balmy weather, before the group 
entered cool woodland. 

They reached a bench by the runes 
where scripted shapes are carved into 
wooden posts, which form letters, or 
have particular meanings that act as 
an alphabet to translate messages. 
Continuing on , they reached the old 
bearded man carved out of a tree 
trunk, before crossing the top quarry 
and taking the main pathway back 
through Cogan Wood to re-emerge in a 
meadow and return to the car park. 

On July 27, meet at 9am at the 
Barry Waterfront for a nine-mile 
easy/moderate walk at Merthyr Mawr 
and Newton; contact Val on 01446 
734925. 

On August 1, the evening ramble 
will leave Penarth cliff top car park at 
7pm for a four-mile easy/moderate 
walk taking in Cosmeston and the dis¬ 
used railway line; contact Ann on 029 
2040 7319. 

Programmes and membership 
advice can be obtained from Pam on 
029 2025 5102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 

NEARLY 
NEW SALE 

THERE will be a sale of ladies’ 
nearly new clothes in the Lesser 
Hall, Victoria Square, Penarth, 
on July 31, from 2pm until 
3.30pm; admission 50p. All 
proceeds to charity. 


S!P<milKW WMJES,.. 

PHANTOMS THAT 
WANDER RUINED 
ISLAND HOSPITAL 


THE limestone island of Flat 
Holm, (or Ynys Echni in 
Welsh), lies in the Bristol 
Channel, around four miles 
from Lavernock Point in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

It is classed as the most southerly 
point of Wales and is steeped in histor¬ 
ical artifacts. 

Flat Holm became a fortified island 
in 1869, after a visit from Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert. Batteries 
and stone barracks (to sleep up to 50 
men) were erected to protect Bristol 
and Cardiff from the French Navy. 

Flat Holm played its own unique 
part during World War Two, when 350 
soldiers from the Royal Artillery were 
stationed on the island. To accommo¬ 
date them, a radar station was built, 
and Flat Holm became an armed island 
for defence against the enemy with 
four small guns, searchlights and two 
bofor guns. 

The separate defences included 
Castle Rock Battery, Farm House 
Battery, Well Battery and Lighthouse 
Battery, which ran from the northern to 
southern points of the island for pro¬ 
tection. 

The station at the heart of the island 
became part of the fixed defences, and 
was protected by shipping convoys 
between the island itself, Barry and 
Cardiff. 

After the war, the works became 
redundant and were left to nature, 
although the helipad still remains at the 
island’s core. 

Also on the island are the remains of 
the Cholera Hospital,built in 1883, 
after three seamen from the steamship 
Rishumglys were abandoned on the 
island, because they were thought to 
have contracted cholera. 
Unfortunately, one of them later died. 

They were given a canvas tent for 
shelter, a dubious means of accommo¬ 
dation on such an open and vulnerable 
island, prone to extreme weather and 
high winds. 

The residents were outraged by this 
‘invasion’, and lobbied Cardiff 
Council for compensation. They 
claimed that the presence of disease 
damaged their livelihoods and deterred 
people from visiting the island. 

In 1896, the Marquis of Bute, who 
owned the island, agreed to lease the 
remaining land to Cardiff Corporation 
for £50 a year. They proceeded to 
build a solid isolation unit on the land 
unoccupied by the lighthouse and mil¬ 
itary, to keep this disease at bay. 

It contained two six-bed wards and a 
nurse’s room, so that care could be 
given to victims. 

In 1893, three more sailors were 


extradited to the isolation hospital on 
the island. They were from the SS Blue 
Jacket, a ship from Marseilles, and 
were named as Thomas Smith, an engi¬ 
neer, Robert Doran, and PJ Morris, 
who incidentally recovered. 

The last person to die in the hospital 
was a victim of the bubonic plague, 
and was cremated and buried on the 
island in the late 19th Century. 

The Grade II listed Victorian hospi¬ 
tal, as well as the laundry block, closed 
in 1935. They remain derelict and on 
the Buildings at Risk Register to this 
day. 

The eerie sight of a long-forgotten 
sailor seems to roam the cliffs of the 
island as if in search of his lost ship. 
Where could this sailor have come 
from, and why would he want to 
remain in an area far beyond his super¬ 
ficial world? 

The creepy corridor of the ruined 
hospital seems to echo the footsteps of 
a deceased person, yet no physical 
body is performing these reverbera¬ 
tions. Could the people of yesteryear 
be trying to urgently remind the living 
of the perils of disease? 

The spectral image of a seemingly 
distressed nurse wearing an old fash¬ 
ioned uniform and headdress, seems to 
wander through the ruined walls of the 
old hospital. 

Could this ghostly being be forlorn 
because her place of work is no longer 
in use, or just a restless soul vying to 
be remembered? 

Chilling shouts for help have been 
heard from the raging sea at the dead of 
night, yet no physical person is ever 
seen in danger. Could the people from 
a bygone era be unknowingly causing 
panic amongst the living who mistak¬ 
enly believe that somebody is drown¬ 
ing at such an untimely hour? 

The phantom sight of a distin¬ 
guished looking man has been wit¬ 
nessed patrolling around the Canon 
and Moncrieff Pit near the lighthouse. 

Strange lights have also been seen 
here, and the chilling feeling of being 
watched by unseen eyes. 

Could this gentleman be Thomas 
Barrett, the Master Gunner, who was 
stationed on the island to keep military 
equipment in working order in 1880s, 
or just another trick of the imagina¬ 
tion? 

Pact or fiction? Only you can 
decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hay ley. williams550@yahoo. com 

• I would like to thank Mr W E Dunn 
for his help with research to enhance 
my writing on such a spectacular 
island. 
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All the fun of 
the country fair 



by GLYN 
EVANS 


FONMON CASTLE 
held a country fair 
recently and people 
were able to sample 
some of the wonder¬ 
ful produce from 
rural areas and meet 
members of the 
farming community. 


Man IS jailed for 
dodging council tax 

A CARDIFF man was arrested The Vale had the highest council tax 


and taken to prison for 13 
days, after repeatedly refusing 
to pay his Vale Council tax. 

Peter Evans, of Havannah Street, 
Butetown, who had previously owned 
a property on Windsor Road, Penarth, 
had received a suspended sentence for 
culpable neglect and wilful refusal to 
pay a total of £1,218.57 at Cardiff 
Magistrates Court on January 24, 
2013. 

Magistrates ordered Mr Evans to 
pay £20 each fortnight to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 


collection rate in south Wales for the 
financial year 2012/13 at 97.6 per cent, 
an increase of 0.3 per cent on the pre¬ 
vious year. 

During the period April 1 2012 to 
March 31 2013, a total of 141 cases 
were considered serious enough to 
warrant committal action and the 
defaulters were summonsed to appear 
before magistrates. 

Eailure to attend resulted in a total 
of 101 arrest warrants issued by magis¬ 
trates, of which 36 received custodial 
sentences. 

A total of £210,000 was collected. 


Colwinston cycle stop-over 


COLWINSTON is one 
of three Welsh villages 
among 51 in the UK 
taking part in a his¬ 
toric event - to recog¬ 
nise the contribution 
made by returning 
soldiers from World 
War 1. 


The Thankful Villages 
Run is a nine-day charity 
ride, taking place 
between July 27 and 
August 4, to present each 
community with a slate 
plaque, to commemorate 
those fortunate enough to 
return home in 1918. 

This Saturday, Dougie 


Bancroft and Medwyn 
Parry - the two motorcy¬ 
clists behind the charity 
ride - will be visiting 
Colwinston. 

As well as recognising 
the debt paid by the 
young men who returned 
from the Great War, the 
Thankful Villages Run 




barry-today.co.uk 
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I lantwit-major-today.co. u k^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk jy 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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aims to raise £51,000 in 
aid of the Royal British 
Legion. 

The two men will visit 
every village to present 
residents, who include 
descendants of those who 
survived the Great War, 
with a commemorative 
slate plaque and certifi¬ 
cate. 

Full details of the 
route can be found at: 
http: //WWW. than kfu Ivil- 
lagesrun. com/schedule.p 
hp. 


A clean sweep for 
the enchanting 
village of Gileston! 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Best Kept 
Village competition is 
60 years old this year, 
and after a busy cou¬ 
ple of weeks of j'udg- 
ing, the winners were 
announced at a spe¬ 
cial awards evening in 
Ystradowen Village 
Hall. 

There were whoops 
of delight as the chief 
judge announced that 
Gileston had swept to 
victory. 

Mrs Rosamund 
Davies said: “Gileston 
is a most enchanting 
village which gives you 
a lovely welcome with 
the signposts being 
underplanted with 
roses at both ends of 
the village. You imme¬ 
diately felt you wanted 
to explore further.” 

The second prize 
went to Llanmaes, 
third prize went to 
Wenvoe, and fourth 
prize to Pendoylan. 

Gileston also won 
the prize for their 
Diamond Jubilee entry, 
which features four 
crowns for four sea¬ 
sons. 

Wenvoe and 


Gileston both received 
prizes for the special 
village feature each 
had entered. Wenvoe 
is developing a Welsh 
orchard with a special¬ 
ist herb garden, using 
the types of herbs that 
were used by the physi¬ 
cians of Myddfai. 

Gileston has deco¬ 
rated two derelict 
buildings with flowers, 
to add to the beauty of 
the centre of the vil¬ 
lage. 

The committee 
chairman, Irena 
Wasilewska, stressed 
the debt of gratitude 
that is owed to spon¬ 
sors over the years. 

She thanked current 
sponsors - Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, 
community and town 
councils, Cowbridge 
Compost, LGA Birkett, 
AG Adams, The 
National Trust at 
Dyffryn Gardens, and 
Ffos Las Racecourse. 

She also thanked the 
supporters who regu¬ 
larly help with the 
awards evening, and 
those who donated raf¬ 
fle prizes, including a 
gift from Leekes. 



Second prize - Third prize - Fourth prize - 

Llanmaes, Wenvoe, Phil Pendoylan, 

Jackie Simpson. Morant. Judith Roberts. 


Arctic 

Star 

update 

THE Bridgend MP, 
Madeleine Moon, 
has warned that 
next-of-kin applica¬ 
tions for the Arctic 
Star will not be 
processed until 
September. 

Mrs Moon said she 
was informed of the 
September processing 
date in a reply to a par¬ 
liamentary question. 

A constituent had 
approached her about 
the time it would take for 
applications to be 
processed. The Arctic 
Star has been issued in 
recognition of service on 
the Arctic convoys dur¬ 
ing World War Two. 

The MP pointed out: 
“Quite rightly, applica¬ 
tions from surviving vet¬ 
erans are being priori¬ 
tised. The Ministry of 
Defence aims to process 
these applications within 
two months. Next of kin 
will start being 
processed in September, 
so if your application 
falls into this category, it 
will be several months 
before you hear any¬ 
thing. ” 

Details of how to 
apply for the medal are 
available through this 
link: http://www.veter- 
ans- 

uk.info/arctic_star_inde 
x.htm, or by calling the 
MoD medal office on 
08457 800 900. 


Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd 

Installing TVust and Peace of Mind 

Future Ideal Homes Ltd are your one stop 
shop for all your Home Improvements 


0 " Bespoke Kitchens, 

Bathrooms and Bedrooms 
0 ^ All aspects of PVC-u 
Windows Doors and 
Conservatories 


SALE NOW ON 


0 Orangeries/Conversions 
^ Vertex tile effect roof 
0 Build and Maintenance 
0 Repairs 

...and much much more all 
through one company 


i 





•FREE 
Design Work 
• FREE no 
obligation quotes 
• No hard sell 
• Discounts 
for elderly 


Future Ideal Homes Ltd 


For your FREE, no obligation 
quote caii us free today on 

0800 0320921 

Book to visit our showrooms now via appointment 
only by contacting one of our friendly team 
on 01446 733455 or visit our website: 

www.futureidealhonnesltd.com 
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Classes well supported at Llancarfan Show 


AFTER a one-year break and a few 
months of planning, the 2013 
Llancarfan village show was staged on 
July 13 in Llancarfan Village Hall, St 
Cadoc’s church, a marquee erected 
behind the hall, and four smaller gaze¬ 
bos. 

Two of the gazebos were used to promote the 
Llancarfan Community Cinema run by Jim 
Barratt which has just finished its first successful 
season, another housed the Llancarfan Society 
plant stall run by Kay and Lucy Brain, and the 
remaining gazebo was used to provide fun and 
games for the younger visitors which was organ¬ 
ised and run by Jane Williams. 

Unfortunately, the number of entries in the 
fruit and vegetable classes was down on the pre¬ 
vious show in 2011, but this was due to the very 
poor weather experienced at the start of the year, 
with the growing season slipping a good six 
weeks. 

However, despite this, most other classes were 
well supported and by 10:30am all entries were in 
their places around the show site, awaiting the 
judges’ decisions. 

The panel of judges patiently examined and /or 
tasted all the entries and winners and runners-up 
in each of the classes were decided. 

Prior to the show opening to the public, the 
judges and stewards were treated to an excellent 
lunch in the village hall which had been prepared 
by Melinda Thomas and her mum Sandra who 
made the most wonderfully light coffee cake. 

With the fantastic weather, many residents 
from the village and surrounding areas attended 
and enjoyed the village event. 

Alun Cairns, MP for the Vale, once again 
attended and together with Jim Barratt, the vice - 
chair of the Llancarfan Society, presented the 
cups to the overall winners. 

The village show, again was a huge success and 
this would not have been possible without the 
chair of show Sue Taylor and the show commit¬ 
tee, but special thanks must go to Anne Ferris the 
show secretary for the meticulous planning and 
organisation who was presented with a beautiful 
bunch of flowers by Alun Cairns, in recognition 
of her outstanding effort. 

Roll on next year’s show! 

LIST OF WINNERS 

1 Rose: Gary Osbom; 3 Roses: Mike Crosta; 
Orchid: Diana Atkin; Mixed Foliage: Joann 
Quelch; Mixed Flowers: Fran Winterbottom; pp 
Flowering: Kay Gay; Succulents/Cacti: Jo Ford; 
Herbs: Jo Ford; Sweet Peas: Alison Hannaby; 
Arr. Pot Luck: Angie Evans; Arr. Welcome to 
World: Audrey Baldwin; Arr. Waste Not Want 
Not: Melinda Thomas; Arr. My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding: Melinda Thomas; Arr. Get Me To The 
Church On Time: Sheelagh Lewis; Soft Fruits: 
Kay Brain; Any Other Fruit: Ann Ferris; 
Rhubarb: Kay Gay; Courgettes: Nicola Gibson; 
Beetroot: Sally Mills; Lettuce: Ann Ferris; 
Savoury Flan: Jan Crosta; Raspberry Bakewell: 
Kay Gay; Victoria Sponge: Kay Gay; Apple 
Tart: Kay Gay; Cup Cakes: Kay Gay; Loaf of 
Bread: Mrs CM Merrett; Welsh Cakes: Harriet 
Kemp; Sausage Rolls: Jan Crosta; Bara Brith: 
Michelle Lewis; Men, Any Cake: Jim Barratt; 
Jar of Marmalade: Sarah Angel; Jar of Chutney: 
Kay Brain; Handicraft - model: Derek Porter; 
Knitting: Sandra Marsh; Embroidery: Jean 
Jenkins; Painting Still Life: Albert Walker; 
Painting Seasons: Mrs CM Merrett; Painting 
Abstract: Mrs CM Merrett; Greeting Card: Mary 
Gammon; Photo British Country: Mrs CM 
Merrett; Photo Bridge: Graham Brain; Photo 
Glorious Oee: Sue Taylor; Garden in Box under- 
St Arianne Barratt; Garden in Box over-9: Dylan 
Barratt; Arr. Man in Moon 90: Ruth Kell; 
Vegetable Animal: Jack Taylor; Art, Courage 4 
- 6: Isabelle Spencer; Art, Respect 7 - 9: Evie 
Weir; Art, Courage/Respect 10 - 14: Megan 
Haskell; Poem Respect u-9: David Heselton; 
Poem Courage/Respect 100: Jessica Taylor; Cup 
Cakes: Lowri Owen; Photo Village: Megan 
Haskell. 

TROPHY WINNERS: 

Junior Cup, most points in competition - 
Megan Haskell. 

The Hedley S Gay Cup, best Junior entry - 
Daniel Heselton. 

Michael Angelo Award, best painting Junior - 
Megan Haskell. 

Adult Cup, most points in competition - Kay 
Gay. 

Frank Taylor Cup, best entry in Craft section - 
Sandra Marsh. 

Richard Ferris Salver, best entry in Vegetable 
section - Sally Mills. 

Alan Taylor Trophy, best entry in Flower sec¬ 
tion - Fran Winterbottom. 

RHS Banksian Medal, best entry Flower and 
Vegetable section - Fran Winterbottom. 

Baking and Preserves section Best Entry - Kay 
Gay. 





TEA DANCE CHEQUE FOR 
MARIE CURIE HOSPICE 



Arctic Star applications 


THE Bridgend MP, Madeleine 
Moon, has warned that next-of- 
kin applications for the Arctic 
Star will not be processed until 
September. 

Mrs Moon said she was informed of 
the September processing date in a 
reply to a parliamentary question. 

A constituent had approached her 
about the time it would take for appli¬ 
cations to be processed. The Arctic 
Star has been issued in recognition of 
service on the Arctic convoys during 
World War Two. 

The MP pointed out: “Quite rightly. 


applications from surviving veterans 
are being prioritised. The Ministry of 
Defence aims to process these applica¬ 
tions within two months. Next of kin 
will start being processed in 
September, so if your application falls 
into this category, it will be several 
months before you hear anything. ” 
Details of how to apply for the 
medal are available through this link: 
http://www. veterans- 
uk.info/arctic_star_index.htm, or by 
calling the MoD medal office on 08457 
800 900. 


Members of the 
Penarth Tea Dance 
Association attended a 
party at the Paget 
Rooms during 

Penarth Festival 
where cakes were 
enjoyed, thanks to 
Tesco Express 

Penarth. 

During the after¬ 
noon, a cheque was 
presented to a repre¬ 
sentative from Marie 
Curie hospice in 
Penarth in support of 
their good work. 
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FAMILY EVENT GETS YOUNGSTERS 
TACKLING A VARIETY OF SPORTS 


Pictures by 

GLYN EVANS 

OTHERS ARE AVAILABLE 
FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

RECENTLY, Margam Park played host to 
the margam ‘Mini Burn’ - an event which 
combines running, kayaking and cycling. 

The mini burn is put together with fami¬ 
lies in mind, but nevertheless it involved 
around two hours of effort to complete the 
course. 

The burn series also operates longer and 
tougher races for adults of differing dgrees 

of p'vnprfisp 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE 
www,burnseries.co. uk 
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PENCOED COMPREHENSIVE SCORES 
A HIT WITH ITS MUSICAL ‘THE WIZ’ 



FOLLOWING enviable 
exam results talented pupils 
of Pencoed Comprehensive 
capped a remarkable year 
with stunning performanc¬ 
es of The Wiz, over four very 
hot evenings last week. 

Kay Smith, the head of drama 
and performing arts, said: “This 
year, I chose The Wiz because it is 
a really fun and funky version of 
the traditional Wizard of Oz with 
fabulous opportunities for our tal¬ 
ented actors to perform a variety of 
musical numbers, including a live¬ 
ly mixture of rock, gospel and 
soul”. 

Such is the talent pool at the 
school, several of the main roles 
were double cast over the four 
packed-out performances to give 
as many students as possible the 
chance to shine. 

In the opening scene on a tum¬ 
bledown farm in Kansas, Dorothy 
(Cherish Bevan sharing the role 
with emerging new talent, Elbe 
Barham) is portrayed as a typical, 
modem teenager rebelhng against 
the laundry chores set for her by 
her Aunt Em (played by Dani 
Hopkins and Oh via Bmford). 

Dorothy’s tantmm is soon for¬ 
gotten when a severe tornado 
strikes the farm. Dorothy is 
deposited in a very Oz-like city 
populated by Munchkins (one of 
whom surely bore more than a 
passing resemblance to Aunt Em). 

Dorothy, desperate to find her 
way home, meets up with the Good 
Witch, Addaperle (Sophie Bees 
and Meg Mattravers), who, after 
listening to Dorothy’s plight, pro¬ 
vides her with magic silver slippers 
and sets her off down the Yellow 


Brick Road towards the Emerald 
City, where her wish might just be 
granted. 

On her long journey, Dorothy 
first encounters a very loose 
limbed and gloriously made up 
Scarecrow (brilhantly played by 
Tom Pound). 

The Scarecrow decides to join 
up with Dorothy and they set off 
again for the Emerald City - 
helped on the way by a musical 
group of roadworkers dressed in 
hi-vis yellow, whose industry and 
artistry was something to behold! 

Soon they encounter a very 
uptight Tin Man (another triumph 
of casting in Jevan Cannon) who 
Dorothy helps loosen up with a 
few judicious squirts of oil to the 
accompaniment of the Teeny 
Tappers’ tap dance routine. 

On hearing of Dorothy’s and the 
Scarecrow’s hopes for the Emerald 
City, he joins them and the trio set 
off again, with the Scarecrow shed¬ 
ding copious quantities of straw 
across the stage! 

They pick up yet another com¬ 
panion, a ‘Mean Ole Lion’ (fero¬ 
ciously played by Zoe Morgan) 
who is soon revealed to be more 
of a scaredy-cat. Eurther along the 
road, the Lion has to be rescued by 
a Mice Squad. 

At long last, however, the weary 
travellers arrive safely at the 
Emerald City. 

They meet with the resident 
Wizard, who agrees to grant all of 
their wishes, with just one condi¬ 
tion - they have to despatch 
Evillene, the Wicked Witch of the 
West. The four friends agree but 
soon fall foul of Evillene’s protec¬ 
tion squad, the Eunky Monkeys, 
whose menace is only surpassed 
by their expert dancing. 


Georgia Griffiths absolutely 
revels in the role of EviUene - her 
sweeping velvet costume and 
much arm waving being very rem¬ 
iniscent of Kate Bush’s Cathy. 

In a fit of anger, Dorothy douses 
the unwashed Evelline with a 
bucket of water which causes her 
immediate demise. 

Confronted with their triumph. 
The Wiz successfully convinces 
the Scarecrow that he will get a 
brain by eating from a box of All 
Bran (to which he has scribbled in 
an additional letter ‘i’ to make it 
‘All Brain’). The Tin Man and the 
Lion also gain their respective 
heart and courage through similar 
magical ruses, but The Wiz has to 
admit to Dorothy that he doesn’t 
know how to get her home to 
Kansas. All is not lost, however, 
with the reappearance of the Good 
Witches Addaperle and Glinda 
(Leah Lent and Gemma Moloney) 
who inform Dorothy that she 
merely has to click the heels of her 
silver slippers together three times 
to return home, where she is reunit¬ 
ed with the now featherless Aunt 
Em. 

As always, Rhian Jenkins, head 
of music, worked tirelessly on all 
the music and led the excellent 
band during all four performances. 

Huge credit also goes to the 
many behind the scenes support¬ 
ers, who were responsible for the 
stage lighting, sound, stage art, 
scene changing and, of course, the 
extravaganza of costumes. 

Most of all, though, the standing 
ovations at the end of each of the 
four performances were a fitting 
tribute and reward for the hours 
and hours of preparation and 
rehearsals by the talented kids and 
dedicated staff at Pencoed 


Comprehensive School. 

Norman Lloyd 

Cast 

Aunt Em - Olivia Bmford Yr 11 
/ Dani Hopkins Yr 13, Uncle 
Henry - Harry Bmford, Dorothy - 
Elbe Barham Yr 12 / Cherish 
Bevan Yr 12, Scarecrow - Tom 
Pound Yr 10, Tin Man - Jevan 
Cannon Yr 12, Lion - Zoe Morgan 
Yr 11, The Wiz - Ben Warman Yr 

12, Evillene - Georgia Griffiths Yr 

13, Addaperle - Sophie Bees Yr 
13/ Megan Mattravers YR 13, 
Ghnda - Leah Lent Yr 11/ Gemma 
Moloney Yr 11, Crows - Charlotte 
Jones Yr 9 /EUie Taylor Yr 11 
/Rhian Price Yr 12 / Dani Hopkins 
Yr 13 and Olivia Bmford Yr 11, 
Lord High Uunderling - Jevan 
King Yr 7, Gatekeeper - Jack 
Cotterall Yr 9, Eirst Mouse - Lana 
Parsons Yr 9, Second Mouse - 
Josh East Yr 8, Evillene’s Cronies 
- Katrina Yates Yr 10/Gabrielle 
David Yr 8/Rosie Pope Yr 7. 

Dancers - Maya Gore Yr 8, 
Elbe Jones Yr 9, Nathan King Yr 
9, Sophie Bamford Yr 10, Leah 
Lent Yr 11, Sian Thomas Yr 11, 
Caithn Davies Yr 12, Charlotte 
Costelow Yr 9, Leila Mathews Yr 
7, Megan Lewis Yr 7, Holly Tuck 
Yr 7, Anya Evans Yr 7, Cerys 
Johnson Yr 7, Gemma Moloney Yr 

11, Ahce Robson Yr 7, Luci Owen 
Yr 7, Jade Evans Yr 7 , Georgia 
Griffiths Yr 13, Elbe Barham Yr 

12, Cherish Bevan Yr 12, Charlotte 
Morgan Yr 10, Jevan King Yr 7, 
Ereya Harding Yr 8. 

Chorus - Yr 1 - Jevan King, 
Rosie Pope, Leila Mathews, 
Megan Lewis, Holly Tuck, Anya 
Evans, Annalise Wilhams, Cerys 
Johnson, Ahce Robson, Isabella 
Bray, Kali Morgan, Kerian 


Jenkins, Jade Smith, Luci Owen, 
Jade Evans, Bethan Widdett, Ella 
Eeist, Caitbn Davies, Brooke 
Silver, Georgia Lynn, Lucy Coles, 
Mika Jones, Megan Butch, Lauren 
Woodward, Georgia Lloyd, Lauren 
Woodward. 

Yr 8 - Gabriebe David, Maya 
Gore, Rachel Lane, Josh East, 
Ellis Brown, Oliver Bontempo, 
Ereya Harding, Ceri Lewis, Ben 
Clarke, Hannah Martin, Moby 
Owen, Cerys O’Connor, Jenna 
Dyckoff, JamesWeeks. 

Yr 9 - Lana Parsons, Georgina 
Barham, Natalie Richards, Hannah 
Sawyer, Elenie Ken ward, Nathan 
King, Elbe Jones, Jack Cotterab, 
Charlotte Jones, Rebekah Davies, 
Charlotte Costelow. 

Yr 10 - Sophie Bamford, 
Thomas Pound, Charlotte Morgan, 
Carys Rees, Bethan Blarney, Jodie 
Gall, Katrina Yates. 

Yr 11 - Olivia Bmford, Lby 
May Evans, Leah Lent, Gemma 
Moloney, Sian Thomas, Elbe 
Taylor. 

Yr 12 - Cherish Bevan, Elbe 
Barham, Ben Warman, Rhian 
Price, Caitbn Davies. 

Yr 13 - Sophie Bees, Megan 
Mattravers, Georgia Griffiths, 
Dani Hopkins. 

Production Team 

Director - Mrs Kay Smith, 
Assistant Director - Megan 
Mattravers, Musical Director - 
Mrs Rhian Jenkins, Assistant 
Musical Directors - Olivia 
Bmford, Choreographers - Mrs 
Alex Hewitt and Mrs Nikki 
Perkins, Assistant Choreographers 
- Georgia Griffiths, Leah Lent, 
Sian Thomas, Technical Manager 
and Lighting Design - Gareth 
Rodgers, Sound - Adrian 


Bamford. 

Stage Management - Rebecca 
Morgan, Aaron Williams, Mrs 
Alex Hewitt, Mrs Shivaun 
McGuckin, Mrs Daniebe Smith, 
Meg Mattravers, Sophie Bees. 

Crew - Kielan Yates, Zak 
Rossaye, Jamie Powell, Rhys 
Causon, Zack Pranks. Pobow 
Spot Operator -Kielan Yates. 

Tutors/Chaperones in Dan-Y- 
Coed - Kay Smith, Alex Milton, 
Rhian JenMns, Stuart Pownab. 
Programme and Poster - Kay 
Smith and ‘4’ Colour Printers. 
Production T-shirts - Top Dog 
Printers. 

Costumes - Parents, Pupils 
"POOTLIGHTS" and Drama 
Department. Costume Mistresses 
- Meg Mattravers, Sophie Bees, 
Rhian Price. 

Make-up and Hair - Mrs 
Daniebe Smith, Georgia 
Griffiths,Obvia Bmford. Sound 
and Lighting Hire - Stage Lighting 
and Sound Services. Set Design - 
Mr Julian Milton, Kay Smith. Set 
Painting by Kay Smith, Sophie 
Bees, Cherish Bevan. Set con- 
stmction - Mr Nigel Keeping. 
Props - Tom Pound, Zoe Morgan. 

Backstage team - Mrs Nikki 
Perkins, Mrs Shivaun McGuckin, 
Mrs Delyth Landy, Mrs Daniebe 
Smith, Mr Stuart Pownab. Pront 
of house manager - Kay Smith, 
Linda Harpwood. 

Pront of house ushers - Mrs 
Melanie Bmford, Mrs Lynda 
Mattravers. Box office - Kay 
Smith, Alex Hewitt, Chris. 
Publicity and promotions - Zoe 
Morgan. Publicity photos - Ian 
Dixon, Stuart Powenab, Tom 
Pound. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE LOCAL NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Brackla 
Community 
Centre 
THE community 
chorus, founded in 
the early 1990s, 
recently held its 
annual summer 
concert in the cen¬ 
tre. 

The chorus encour¬ 
ages students from local 
schools to take part and 
it was nice to see that 
even though it was a 
sweltering evening, the 
centre was packed. 

The chorus, under 
musical director Gillian 
Ridout, and accompa¬ 
nist Gareth Waite, 
opened the concert with 
three well known songs, 
beginning with C 
Porter’s ‘Another 
Op’nin’ Another Show’, 
then the classic song 
from the Alan Ladd 
movie ‘Shenandoah’ 
closing with ‘He Ain’t 
Heavy He’s My 
Brother.’ 

Then the choir was 
surpassed by 9th year 
pupils from Archbishop 
Me Grath RC 
Comprehensive School 
under musical director 
Glyn Price. The pupils 
had formed a jazz group 
called ‘The Element’. 

They rehearse twice a 
week after school. 

They played a composi¬ 
tion which they had 
written themselves 
titled ‘Cool Control’ 

Then came a wonder¬ 
ful soloist, Zuzana 
Reveyova, who dis¬ 
played her versatility 
with her rendition from 


the show Les 
Miserables Bloublil 
arrangement ‘On My 
Own.’ 

Back on stage, the 
community chorus sang 
‘What a Wonderful 
World’, and ‘Anfonaf 
Angel,’ which Bryn 
Terfel had produced on 
a CD to raise money for 
the Welsh Air 
Ambulance. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with the jazz group 
‘The Element’ who had 
the audience clapping. 

Once again, there 
was a contrast in music 
with another brilliant 
soloist from the school, 
15-year-old Emma 
Chumley, with her ren¬ 
dition of ‘In His Eyes’ 
from the musical Jekyll 
and Hyde. 

She was joined by 
Zuzana Reveyova for a 
‘A Whole New World’ 
from Aladdin. 

The Brackla 
Community Chorus 
demonstrated its versa¬ 
tility with songs from 
West Side Story, its bass 
singer John Dunlop 
sang a solo part. 

The chorus sang 
‘When the Saints go 
marching in’ with the 
audience joining in the 
chorus and the evening 
was completed by 
everyone singing the 
Welsh National Anthem 
‘Mae Hen Wlad Ey 
Nhadau.’ 

The chorus rehearses 
at the centre on 
Wednesday evenings 
from 7pm-9pm, school 
term times only. Visitors 
and new members wel- 


Garden party 

DILYS MITCHELL, 
vice president, wel¬ 
comed the members 
and visitor Janette 
Stewart to Aberkenfig 
and District Women’s 
Institute while presi¬ 
dent Eunice Williams 
was sunning herself in 
north Wales! 

‘Happy Birthday’ 
was sung to Irene 
Burgess, Maureen 
Pearce, Dilys Mitchell 
and Dorothy Kingston. 

Dilys reported that 
the recent Glamorgan 
Eederation 90th 
anniversary garden 
party was much enjoyed 
by members. 

Lunch at Greenacres 
restaurant was followed 
by the bus ride to 
Margam Castle, where 
the members unfolded 
their chairs and settled 
down to enjoy the after¬ 
noon. 

The branch discussed 
the Glamorgan Show in 
North Comelly on July 
27. Other forthcoming 
events are a trip to 
Eonmon Castle in 
August, the autumn 
council meeting at the 
Princess Royal Theatre 
in Port Talbot on 
November 4, and the 
Christmas carol festival 
in St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff on December 2. 

As there was no 
speaker, Hilary 
Crocombe set up a fun 
quiz,which was won by 
Gillian Williams. A raf¬ 
fle was won by Janette 
and the competition for 
an item beginning with 
the letter ‘A’ was won 



^Cautious welcome^ 
for parking charges 


TWO regional AMs, Suzy 
Davies and Byron Davies, have 
cautiously welcomed changes 
to proposals to charge for 
parking along the seafront in 
Porthcawl. 

The Welsh Conservative regional 
AMs for south Wales west, wrote to 
BCBC, urging it to allow some free 
parking in the town and also to desig¬ 
nate side streets as residents-only areas 
if the scheme was proceeded with. 

Suzy Davies, Shadow minister for 
tourism, said that she was heartened 
the council was prepared to listen to 
reasonable arguments. 

“I know that the scheme is going 
through cabinet this week and then has 
to go back out for formal public con¬ 
sultation. It seems, though, that they 
already prepared to commit to a free 
half hour along the seafront and also in 
the car park at the rear of John Street. 

“When I met Porthcawl traders 
recently, this was the one thing that 
they called for above everything else - 
short term free parking for locals close 
to the shops. 

“This will boost the town centre as it 
will enable people to pop in to make a 
couple of purchases without having to 


pay expensive parking charges. 

“I would prefer if they had decided 
to have a free first hour but this is a 
start. This ties in with attempts being 
made nationally to rejuvenate our high 
streets which are in a dire state.” 

Shadow regeneration minister, 
Byron Davies, said that residents living 
in the streets leading off the seafront 
had opposed the introduction of 
charges as they feared that traffic 
would be driven into their own streets 
as people tried to avoid paying. 

“It was always obvious that you 
could not bring these charges in with¬ 
out trying to halt the flight from the 
seafront to the side streets. Bringing in 
‘Residents Only’ parking areas should 
prevent this, although it will depend 
how rigorously they are enforced. 

“I also welcome the decision to only 
charge for that length of the seafront as 
far as The Seabank Hotel. In my view, 
it was madness to extend it as far as 
Windsor Road which was their original 
intention. People will be able to con¬ 
tinue parking for free along West Drive 
in the future.” 

Both the AMs said it was essential 
that the residents-only areas were in 
place before the pay and display park¬ 
ing scheme was implemented. 


by Joanne Davies with 
an amber pyramid. 

Pat Lewis, secretary, 
thanked Hilary for tak¬ 
ing the minutes of the 
meeting. 

The next meeting 
will be on September 11 
when the speaker will 
be Mike Wilcock, man¬ 
ager of C & A Stores. 
The competition will be 
for an item beginning 
with the letter ‘T’. 

Aberkenfig and 
District WI meets on 
the second Wednesday 
of the month at 2pm in 
the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 
Eurther information 
from Pat Lewis on 
01656 721933 or 
www.cobwebs.co.uk. 

Society‘s 

celebration 

THE Eormation of 
Maesteg Amateur 
Operatic Society was 
inspired by a group of 
men of the Royal 
Observer Corps in 
1943, dispelling the 
gloom and tedium of 
the blackout nights 
with musical enter¬ 
tainment. 

A little later, an 
enthusiastic public 
meeting resulted in a 
committee and officials 
being appointed. 
Auditions were held and 
soon rehearsals were in 
full swing for the soci¬ 
ety’s first production of 
the Desert Song. 

This year, the society 
is celebrating its 70th 
anniversary and mem¬ 
bers are busy rehears¬ 
ing, designing costumes 
and stage scenery for its 
forthcoming lavish plat¬ 
inum production of 
Jekyll and Hyde at 
Maesteg town hall 
between October 23-26. 

Young star 

TYNYRHEOL pupil, 
Kai Lewis, was recent¬ 
ly awarded Bridgend 
and District schools 
football player of the 
year. 

He enjoys playing 
most sports, has repre¬ 
sented his school’s bas¬ 
ketball and rugby 
teams, and has also rep¬ 
resented his school at 
cross-country running. 

Headteacher Martin 
Griffiths believes that 
he is a better rugby than 
soccer player, and if he 
keeps progressing, 
could one day play for 
Wales at scrum half! 

Valley Ravens 

IE there are any 
youngsters aged six to 
nine wishing to play 


rugby. Valley Ravens 
Bridgend District 
Champions team 
based at Nantymoel 
REC is looking for 
recruits. 

Training is on 
Wednesday evenings 
between 6pm and 7pm 
at Nantymoel, and 
begins on August 7. 

There is no weekly 
fee and kit is supplied, 
apart from boots. Eor 
more information, tele¬ 
phone Andrew on 
07712 627326 or Sian 
on 07989 513136. 

There will be an 
informal get together in 
Nantymoel Park at 12 
noon on Sunday, August 
25, to meet other Raven 
team players. 

Tondu 

Primary 

School 

MRS Susan Pilcher, 
headteacher, congratu¬ 
lated the following 
children from each 
class who showed the 
most “good manners” 
through the summer 
term, and took them 
for a celebratory tea in 
Aberkenfig’s ‘Hotpot’ 
cafe: 

Afan: Loveday Lock 
and Isaac Reardon; 
Cynffig: Gracie-Mai 
Sage and Mollie Lloyd; 
Ewenni: Tristan 
Williams and Cerys 
Fisher; Garw: Leila 
Carlyon and Grade 
Jones; Llynfi: Brandon 
Hearse and Sophie 
Tipper; Ogwr: Evie and 
Jorja Higgins; 

Rhondda: Mya-Paige 
Fahey and Benji Lock; 
Taf: Jessica Hanney 
and Logan Young; Usk: 
Lowri Chambers and 
Ben Pritchard-Davies. 

Photo contest 

THE kids summer 
photographic competi¬ 
tion is open to children 
aged from six-16 and 
encourages them to 
take pictures in and 
around Maesteg, with 
the theme of promot¬ 
ing activities, scenery 
etc. 

Prints of photographs 
must be 6” x 4” (150 x 
100mm) and will be 
displayed in Maesteg 
Pharmacy, Talbot Street 
the organisers of the 
competition and judged 
by professional photog¬ 
rapher Phil Davies. 

There is a £1 entry 
for each picture, and all 
proceeds go to Y 
Diwlith the Welsh 
Nursery building, to 
help provide a new 
roof. 



The winner of the 
competition will receive 
a digital camera, and 
the runner up £10 worth 
of digital prints 

Two choirs 

THERE will be an 
evening of entertain¬ 
ment at Maesteg Celtic 
Club on July 27, start¬ 
ing at 7.15pm. 

There will be two 
local choirs. Harmony 
and Bois Afan. Both 
have as their musical 
director and accompa¬ 
nist Wendy Murphy. 

All money raised will 
go to the Garnwen Trust 
charity, with tickets £5, 
available from choir 
members or at the door. 


Members enjoy a 
glass Carnival! 

THE monthly meeting of the St Hilary WI 
took place on July 9, in its usual venue of 
the village hall. 

The guest speaker was Mrs Pam Mills with a 
talk entitled ‘Carnival Glass’. She has been a col¬ 
lector for over 20 years and has a prestigious col¬ 
lection. 

As there is no meeting in August, it was agreed 
that those who could make it would meet or lunch 
at The Eox and Hounds in Llancarfan, and then 
proceed to the church to view the wall paintings 
that have been discovered there. 

A meeting will be held on September 10 at 7pm 
in the village hall. SD 
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War memorial 
is realigned 

{NOW TOWN’S HERO 
IS STAYING PUT) 



ABOVE: Workmen begin to disassemble 
the monument. 

Picture by MIKE WILCOCK 


Police join 
forces with 


publicans 


LOCAL publicans 
in Porthcawl have 
joined forces with 
Police - to make 
the town a safe 
place to visit this 
summer - by work¬ 
ing together to help 
reduce violent 
crime and anti 
social behaviour. 

Police warn that trou¬ 
blemakers will be iden¬ 
tified by publicans and 
banned from all pubs, 
clubs, holiday parks and 
hotels in the Pubwatch 
initiative: “If someone is 
banned from one prem¬ 
ises, this will apply to 
all members of 
Pubwatch.” 

Pubs are also asking 
customers to stop taking 
drinks outside. 

Porthcawl neighbour¬ 
hood PC Matthew 
Aitken explained: “The 
whole of Porthcawl is a 
Designated Public 
Place. A police officer 
or a peso has the 
power to confiscate and 
dispose of alcohol being 


consumed in public 
areas within the town 
centre. If someone fails 
to comply with such a 
request, they will be 
liable to arrest and a 
potential fine of up to 
£500. 

“During the summer 
months Porthcawl expe¬ 
riences a significant 
increase in population, 
as well as a large influx 
of day visitors to the 
town and surrounding 
areas to enjoy the 
beaches and other facili¬ 
ties. 

“Because of the high 
numbers of people com¬ 
ing to Porthcawl, there 
is also an increase in 
anti-social behaviour, 
public order offences, 
assaults, auto-crime - 
especially at beach loca¬ 
tions - and violent 
crime from the late 
night economy.” 

Police officers will 
increase visibility on 
patrol on a Friday and 
Saturday night in areas 
identified as potential 
hotspots. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-todai;. co. uk 



ABOVE: Back where it belongs 
- the memorial in place. 

Report and picture above 
by TIM CHAPMAN 


ONE of Cowbridge’s 
most iconic sights is 
its war memorial, 
complete with the 
statue of a uni¬ 
formed soldier, his 
head bowed in dig¬ 
nified and solemn 
remembrance. 

On Sunday, July 21, 
the statue was removed 
- briefly -from its posi¬ 
tion on top of the plinth 
outside the town hall, so 
that essential work could 
go ahead. 

The problem was that 
the base stone of the 
memorial had moved out 
of alignment - some¬ 
thing spotted by a mem¬ 
ber of the public some 
time ago. 

How the base shifted 
remains a mystery. 

The work of reposi¬ 
tioning the plinth was 
undertaken by Mossfords 
Monumental Sculptors. 

All the parts of the 


memorial were disman¬ 
tled and it was then 
reassembled - properly 
aligned. The work took 
four hours, from Sam 
until 12 noon. 

The town council 
believes the memorial 
dates back until the 
early 1920s. 

It pays tribute to local 
soldiers who gave their 
lives in the service of 
this country. 

One Cowbridge resi¬ 
dent, Jim Groves, mis¬ 
chievously went on 
Facebook, and claimed 
that due to financial 
constraints,the statue 
was being removed 
because it had been sold 
for £7,000 to “an 
unknown buyer, possibly 
American ”. 

A number of people 
fell for Jim’s practical 
joke, expressing outrage, 
but others saw it as 
light-hearted and con¬ 
fessed it had given them 
a chuckle. 


Planning applications 


Mrs and Mrs Bailey - Aran, 28 Arosfa Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Domestic extension. 

Mr John-Paul Jones - The Elms, West End 
Avenue, Porthcawl - Construct five new dwellings 
and garage block, new access drive. 

Miss J C Richards - 6 Brynmawr Place, Maesteg 
- Convert grassed area to a drive, remove front wall 
and drop kerb, erect new pillar and gates. 

Mr and Mrs P Morgan - Side garden area, 77 West 
Road, Porthcawl - Approval of reserved matters 
app Ph0/258/OUT, new detached dwelling. 


GONE FISHING... 

Disabled anglers cast out 



The group of participants, including helpers and competitors, and cup presentation to winners. 



ON Wednesday, 
June 19, members 
of the Bridgend and 
District Fishing for 
The Disabled were 
pleased to organise 
the first competi¬ 
tion of the year, 
which was held at 
the Seven Oaks 
Fishery, at 
Ystradowen, near 
Cowbridge. 

The winners of the 
event would receive the 
B Morgan Cup as a 
recognition of their suc¬ 
cess on the day, with the 
numbers and weight of 
fish caught to decide the 
overall result. 

Conditions were 
sunny during the event, 
and a total of 24 children 
and adults took part rep¬ 
resenting Heronsbridge 
School, Bryn Castell 
School, Pencoed School 
and adults from the 
Valley Gateway Day 
Centre, Sarn, Bridgend. 

With the numbers 
involved, 12 children 
and adults were chosen 
to start fishing under the 
supervision of a nomi¬ 
nated helper to assist 
each angler. 

The other group 
awaiting their fishing 
experience were enter¬ 
tained in a marquee 
nearby, with various 
carnival type activities; 
face painting masks, 
photographs and refresh¬ 
ments were provided. 

At the conclusion of 
the event, it was pleas¬ 
ing to note that every 
child and adult member 
caught their maximum 
of two fish each, despite 
the warm weather. 

The overall winners 
of the cup were Bryn 
■Castell School, and each 
school winner had a 
medallion awarded. 

Our special thanks to 
all helpers who gave 
assistance to make it a 
memorable day; the mar¬ 
quee staff; Stephanie 
Merchant for her face 
painting techniques; and 
Bridgend Rotary Club 
for the marquee provi¬ 
sion. 

Thanks also to James, 
the new owner of Seven 


Oaks, for the use of the 
facilities and making us 
feel so welcome at the 
venue. 

The Bridgend and 
District Fishing for The 
Disabled is a voluntary 
group who are always 
seeking new members to 
give what assistance 
they can in events such 
as the one described 
above. 

Previous fishing expe¬ 
rience is not necessary, 
and if anyone feels they 
can help, call Ralph 
Merchant on 01656 
660683. JD 



ABOVE: The marquee had 
refreshments and face painting! 


Catering chief’s double 
serving of success... 



Louise Kerton with some of the catering team from Maes Yr Haul 
Primary School in Broadlands, Bridgend. 


CATERING team manager for 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council, Louise Kerton, has 
scooped a second award. 

She beat her peers from across the 
UK to win the Local Authority 
Catering Association’s Roger Davies 
award for outstanding achievement, at 
a ceremony in Birmingham. 

It was a double helping of awards, 
as Louise recently won the Welsh out¬ 
standing achievement (management) 
accolade in the association’s regional 
awards. 

Louise manages nearly 400 catering 
staff across Bridgend county borough, 
who provide meals in primary, second¬ 
ary and special schools - as well as in 
day centres and meals at home. 

She was nominated for the awards 
by her team for the way she has led 
them and delivered an excellent serv¬ 
ice, despite economic uncertainty. 

Louise began working for BCBC in 
1999, as cook at Nottage Primary 
School, and became the catering team 
manager in 2009 - after working her 
way through the ranks. 

She said: “I have the support of a 


wonderfully committed management 
team and I am extremely proud of the 
service that we provide. School meals 
have changed so much since I first 
started and I am proud to say we have 
achieved the Welsh Government’s 
‘Appetite for Life’ food, drink and 
nutrient standards which will become 
legislative in primary schools in 
September 2013. 

“I am only as good as my team. 
Catering is our business, but teamwork 
is our success,” Louise added. 

Congratulating Louise on her 
award, Coun Huw David, cabinet 
member for children and young peo¬ 
ple, said: “Our catering staff through¬ 
out the county borough provide an 
extremely valuable service for people 
of all ages, from young children in 
schools to the vulnerable adults who 
receive the meals at home service. 

“Having talented staff such as 
Louise leading the way has helped to 
deliver a high standard of nutritious, 
good quality food and I would like to 
pass on my congratulations to Louise 
for achieving both the Welsh award for 
outstanding achievement and now the 
national award.” 
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APPUCATION OEADUNE: 5:00PM 31 July 2013 



homes4 

01446 709B40 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U^aleofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply In writing to; 
Vale of QIaimorgan Coimcll 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 


AMHERST CREC 

:EWT, BARRY 

0 ^ A 

t 1 i I 

|MJUtotovice 200375 

Bull tor a elegle peraen 
or C30upleoBfr9Q 

• One-bed bungaloa 

• Double glazing 

• Central tMfhng 

• Ccfnnvjnly earm 


CM^t per vmmA 
nciudrtg serm rnd 


ARTHUR aAWt& COURT. RARRY 


BUTTLEC COURT. BARRY 



h4*j 

Salt tor asmi 

«Mfr 90 • no pftB 
«OnobodhXKTi ftol 
« QrOi^dAoor 

• Got hng 

«Garclef4^D«d(f>g 

Rent n0O,77 pet 

includino ttfvot cAar^os 



SuAoOTt lOT «femiy 
•Meting Rm WMJiiieim 
•ecu|iAec]r re<|uir«m«Mi 

• Ttreebedroom ftot 

• Siscnndftoar 

• Centfai rMtrg 

• Double glaring 


J Rent €91.94 per «afe4 


CATHERMtf MEA2f Y BARRY 


H4U Aana«m» 73/^38 
Sutteble for a oeigle 
peroonorof 69 

• SluiSo epeibTMnt 

• Opound lioof 

• Central tMOlng 

_ • Ooilbio-gM/eio 

IS ^ • Conrnrtltf AMrm 
Ree4 CBS 19 per n«ei< 
inc4i(tno ■Rer end 
ekrm cnergM 


CRESSWEll COURT BARRY 






&ue«bR kr e kmiy 
nMOling OTt eiOAlMufO 
ocokponoy reoMirtment 

• Ttree-bedroorn tKvee 
»OoubBgUjirg 

• Central heOTng 

• Gardant 

Rene €97.4$ per nee* 
tnduArig eater 0 Ae*gts 


DALE COURT. BARRY 



1 DENBKtH COURT, PEMARTH 

DUNLIN COURT BARRY 

II 

FFOROO ELIN, BARRY |2) 


H4UrptoienceaCW969 
Sultabk tor a CemitY 
moOTPg the fnatlntupe 
occupancy rwiMiTiniem 

• Throe-PeePoom Hogoe 

• CoHrei tMeing 

• Ooubk glasng 

• Gerdfne 

Rent Cf8.C7 per uteA 
Rdudng eater oratgee 


QWYN JAMES COURT. FCKARTH 



M€69r 

8«M tor a otngk penon 
OTCoupMeMerSI 

• One tMd bunpAOM 
< Deubu aiei»*R 

• OenPM '-•airg 

• Gvdeng 


^ Rent €94 94 per 



MlUfRWarvDePMB^^ 
But! Hf a leedlf meatint 
the maa aecupency 
tegureffMnt «• ee pale 

• T\M)-tethoomfiat 

• f tel floor 

• OoubtegUiiag 

• Got cerirai heOTng 
Rent €77.09 per areeh 
nUudvio Mr>Ace ctargee 



Hac//eRwce»S47g 
StPUbk kr a taaRy 
meeilnt the motdmum 
ecoopenoy requbomenc 

• 2 » Ttwee-bed Howete 

• Qee canhei tMaeng 

• Double gtedng 

• Gardantiperurg 
Rent €Bt.4B per Aeeb 
indtidino service chargee 


1 HAMOVER COURT. BARRY 

HEOL Y LLONGAU. BARRY 

1 1 

HILL STREET. BARRY 



H4U Re^onfKe 989^^4 
Siauhle tor e elaile 
pereon euar pale 

• $iudo ap«nm«rt 

• Fret Boor Ho »R0 
«Doude giaaHg 

• Qarctene'perkng 

• Sc*urT« oo-OfdnMor 

Rent €109,94 per acei 
incliAtlng heatino. aate« 
end aarvKM energy 



HdUw&nnce 1060291 
Bdtoblelore single 
person or couple euff BO 
{30 wMh Medi c al need| 

• One-oedioom toP 
« QtOinil tkier 

• Doube Qlurg 

• Centrd reeCKg 

• Manager ard elirm 

^ Rent €9994pmMfieA 





H4C/RftoOTaoe 1709153 
hHluble for appRcenet 
ouer 40, Irdemeve all 
be carried out 

• Ova-toed nret Soar AM 

• Gas CMfiirai haaiHg 

• Doude g« 2 »>g 

• Pauag 

Rent €74.92 per aeeS 
incUtfag m^ve chargee 



I IHJU retoeoce 2 M945 

* ! Suit tor a elegle peroen 
or couple oeer 90 
BIbH* One-batfoua lai 
• Grourd soor 
• Double gMsing 
• CenbeJ tMaeng 
•Cdnmunai gardens 
flaec CB4.44 per aMh 
Hdudfig aeiar charoas 


IRVINO PLAC€. BARRY 


1 

LAUQHARNE COURT, BARRY 

1 

NORTH WALK. BARRY 

1 

ST BARUCHS COURT. BARRY ISLAND 



K4UfOtoeoca2l3t74 
Sohebletorelemiy 
meetHg the aiailieum 
occupancy reqdrtnMnl 

• tVeo^bedroom td 

• Ground fo<r 

• OodPleglasng 

• CdYral heasng 

• Co«emur>el ga*deos 
Rent C$9.03 per aeeh 
adudng aala ctargea 



M4UreeHence2t4C25 
Bulteble tor a laaMly 
meceing the mosimiim 
oocMRanoy reqieroiaent 

• T>«ee>bedcorn house 
•Cenbd neacrr^) 

• Double glazing 

• Oadera 

Rent €0940 per neel 
ixledng charges 



,H4UOTbranoa2f;962 
• BdUble ler a «amly 
meefino the maibeuni 
. . ocGiaOTncy regHrement 
^ - • Three-Pechoom Bat 

• Second Boor 

• Double gladng 

• Centrat needrig 

• Coaimunai gardens 
Rent €09.19 per eaek 
ndudP^q ‘Aaler i^a«ge» 



^MC/Rptorance9S3SSi 
Baleble tor appioenes 
ouer 95 

• Tao badrooffi Bat 

• Ground Boor 

• Douda-yktrag 

• Gas oerrYd haathg 

• Garderetndong 
Rant C7B 74 per ae<R 
indudng ser^pe ctMrgai 



NEW DEVELOPMENT AT MERTHYR STREET. BARRY 


Haaydd Meuaeig Aeaocsalion announces the naa 
do«elQpmer( ot 12 Barts In Merthyr St Barry arKf 
•eprofeaorie dt intereat are mMted from alt currvrrt 
appicants ol HOMESau. 

The Ngh quaitty energy ertficianl propeftlos all ba OMailiUa 
to rent dunng September 2019 This deMetoprTMnt w4l 
coosiacoE 

1 M one bodrooen Bat and 9 K two bed Barts (ground 
Boor) Ptioray urtli be green io applicente with a pnoray on 
HOME34U for mcbilty aauee. 

B a two badrocm flats on 1st and End Boon 99g^t no lift} 

Pnortty w4l be green lo etcMlIng eociei hpueaig lenanie wahrig to doana<re have an eeoaflant tarurcy Neflory 
imcfttM wit ba censidarad ftom applicanu alth local wort and, or Ito comactions. 

Newydd Houoeig Asaociation la committed to prouldng a sale and suatalrMbie arwlronmam and all ba aalohg for retorancas 
ard cerryng out irriervMae wm proeewebue tenants lo acheue the hR poterrttel tor this naa development 


ST JAMES COURT. PENARTH 


NJUre^aence 24490? 
Bull tor a stagie pevaen 
or couple over 95 

• One-b«drooa tat 

• First 0oor 

• Double glaztng 

• Cailrai taepng 

• Coeimwr>iy alarm 
Rent €9647 par vate h He 
■ftila erd eterm charges 


■’■3k: i 

VKhud YOU la to cleouee tw opHna 

fwa table 10 Y04/? 

If so. ceP our Money Advica Una on 
0S444 709312 lor coretucKa. irrperttat odeca 
ba vurSer B oM • taMre tM tor paeala n *a aPeVL 



You most be e MOME44U member to apply tor any o# theee homes 'Alien biddng tor more tnjn orw prope^y >ou at' be 
10 itoi* fixr (>*iWr ot prelwrarce. AJ descrplioitft end otfar ileliili are green ir> goiX! terr aid t>aa»cc] to be ccrrBct 
eiil prstiirlul tnnB-nr «h«K4i luita^ t*vi^f(etoa«. ai to far nenemnavA i< 4 chantiTtB hrsrivvg .vurmnfnri 


Ij^ Rnewydd 
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Windmill Close, Wick 

Detached & Spacious 
4 Double Bedrooms 
Select Quiet Close 


Chris Davies 




Millfield Drive, Cowbridge 

3 Bedrooms 
New Bathroom (2012) 
Sought After Location 


£ 220 , 




e Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
.andscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


Trebeferad, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
72' Garden 
No Stamp Duty 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Magpie Road, St Athan 

F36-£475 pern 

Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, 

Rear Garden 

Starling Road, St Athan 

D63 - £475 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Kitchen Diner, 

Off Road Parking 

Mallory Close, St Athan 
D58 - £495 pem 

Three bedrooms. Kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 
E49-E525 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Refurbished Kitchen/Diner, 
Additional Attic Room 

Spring Street, Barry 
E42-£550pcm 

Two Bedrooms, Lounge Dining Room, 
Enclosed Garden 

Pontypridd Road, Barry 
D63 - £550 pem 

First Floor Flat, Two Bedrooms, 

Large Bathroom 

Scott Close, St Athan 
E43-£575pcm 

Four bedrooms. Sitting/dining room. 
Oven and hob 

Vale Street, Barry 
D66 - £650 pem 

Three Bedrooms, Improved Throughout, 
Large Kitchen 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


£99,950 D58 


£109,950 E44 


£149,950 D67 


£165,950 D64 


T 


/ 


Flint Avenue, Llantwit Major 

4 Bed Detached 
Magnet Kitchen 
Luxury Bathroom 


£210,000 


Pantycelyn Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Rear Dorma Conversion 
Southerly Garden 


£145,000 


£89,950 C73 


ATTENTION 

LANDLORDS 

Properties required urgently 
in the following areas: 
High Street and Four Acre in 
Llantwit Major and Eagle 
Road, St Athan 
for fully referenced tenants. 


QfT 


rightmove. 




chris-davies.co.uk 


Quality Tenants with full 
reference or with guarantor, 
waiting for unfurnished 2 and 
3 bedroom houses in Llantwit 
Major and St Athan. 

Instruct an ARLA qualified 
letting agent to manage your 
property. 

Call Claire Edwards 
MARLA Lettings Manager 

01446 791966 


QUESADA, 

COSTA BLANCA SOUTH 


2 bed, 2 bath Detached Villa 

Fully furnished. Solarium. Off road parking. 
Communal pool. Beach -10 minutes. 

Alicante Airport - 30 minutes. Murcia Airport - 30 minutes 

£118,500 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds, 2 Receps 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 

1st Floor Retirement Flat 
Scheme Manager 
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CiftftdMMiitifot IrMdiaMl aaiSiMftrv 


Is YiNir llertal Installer^? 


I Mite* 


ONE VISION ARE1 


Call Paul Wllhams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


wivw.onevisionltd.co.uk 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' Blinds 

•Shutters 

♦Awni:^ SOlsr 
•Canopies bUndS 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 




Facf Awifdia RiofejiVTtft 
G^OHOWl 
IV 







ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



ACORN ^ 

Building & Property Services 


From easing a door or laying your 
patio to building a new extension. 

Quolifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 _ 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


The G " * 

01446 774484 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^BLIHD SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings fif Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




^ REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 
Conservatories 
Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 




Garden Makeovers 
Stonework 
Traditional Brickwork 
Individually Styled 
Conservatories 
Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


07974 110396 
01656 652558 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

> 3 Vertical 
’^Blinds ^ 

.£99^ 



Freephone: 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 




||-CGRIFFI'mS CARPENTRY 

All aspects of carpentry work 


Qualified 



Professional, Friendly, Caring Service ^®wetcon^^ ^ 


’ Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 
' Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 
Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 




VALE CARPETS 


comej. to- (foa 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 



FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


MfimroMf ree uir 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MORE DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICES 
ON NEXT PAGE 
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GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid 


^ TTinUUWb ^ vv 


& Stains 

’ Broken Handles/Hinges 
’ Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
’ Replacement Door Panels 
’ New Rubber Seals and insurance 

’ Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 




Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potential Vaie customers. 

Call 

01446 774484 




5©GfW(] 


Bryein Hicks 

Painting & 
Deccurating 
:^^^a]ist 

Est 1981 
Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 

STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

• Pointing & Decorating 

• Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

• Electric 

• Plumbing 

• Handyman Services 

07544 169855 

1 07791 752532 



* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
0I446 743I8I 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. CO. uk 


Electrical 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 7 aaii 7 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

■Mggq 01446 796905 
07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—J Fast • Polite • Professional 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, inspection 
& Certific ation 
\ 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.coiii 


ifoniiJelr (larden Srmofs 

‘ -fM IM. • OH ♦ HklS fHlRi. .f'• 

AND 1-%*SS • •AAli.'k, Mltb fAlltiN 
TrlrtilMiiM : % 144 ^ 4I942H 
_«r <17765 611753 




ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


.■ Garden & Landscaping Services 

I f Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway instaiiers 

• Patios • Decking • Fencing • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
w wgardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felbng, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


Bridce 

Vale 

Tub Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALiFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


W&J Lewis 




SERVICES 

For all types of 
garden work. 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


J W Decki ng 

'A/ 



I I* 

BESPOKE 
TIMBER DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION 


01446 772139 




Cc 

INS 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

NSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers leaso 






K&A Handyman 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 




S.M. Vaughan 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators / [ 

• Gas Safety Certificates ZmmA 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists /BgigI 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job j 
too smaU 

07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



qJJCi Plumbing & Heating 

01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


IK'flmbinii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

ip 

0M44«1lf71 
. Orff M4 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


)W Bathrooms I ^ 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbildge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
Mob: 07846 255457: 



ilijdlililiii'iki 


PLUMBING 
& TILING 

07723 024765 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge &^ale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 


•i 


=■1 

Approved Contractor 



The 

GEM 


Why not 
advertise your 
trade in the GEM 

Call 01446 
774484 

for more 
information. 
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01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




CibSKyM 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 
» Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 

LANEWISE ' 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



l©Dy]®WaQ 


NOT 

REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• House Clearance 

• Free Quotes 


^07763 007819 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075106 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PRID 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


SCRAPYOUR CAR LEGALLY 


Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 




VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 ' piW^EN T^ 

We will beat any price locally QSQSB for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


Window Cleaning Services 


PVC Frames 
Doors • Foscios 
Soffits & Gutters 

Local Service 
(Barry & The Vole) 
Free Quotes 



Call Mike on 07585 738274 





r Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholsteiy underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We huy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


ivftl minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvenicietraaer.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


LOTS OF 

LEGO 

WANTED 

Please ring 

01446 751651 


Does your business 
need a boost? 

Why not use 

to 1 iifm^lEfDur 
company. 

Call 01446 774484 

for prices and 
information. 


/*\a(];a©Q©s [F®c? QaO© 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


2 Yarvik Tablets 

£70 (Luna) & £90 (Gravity) 
2 Vibitar Digital 
Camcorders 
£12 each 
5 Charlie Bears 
(collectors) 

£25 - £55 each 

02920 704882.^/30 


Ercol Windsor 

Sideboard 

with shelf and glazed 
cabinets. Colour 
golden dawn. VGC. 

£350 

01446 771102 

(Cowbridge) 


Two Seater Sofa 

Woven brown rafia with 
fawn cushions. Matching 
large foot stool. Like new. 
Modern style. Would suit 
conservatory 

£150 

01446 771102 

(Cowbridge) ^9/30 


TOWER 

SCAFFOLDiNG 

Bankrupt Stock: 

New galvanised 6ft x 4ft, 
20ft working height. 
Complete with cross 
braces, safety rails. 
£225 free delivery 
Tel. 07836 270723 


Cabin Bed 

Cream and light wood. 
With 3 drawer cabinet, 
desk and cupboard 
beneath the bed. Price to 
include hardly used 
mattress and 3 drawer 
chest unit. £100 

02920 597562 


LIGHTWEIGHT 

WHEELCHAIR 

Excellent 

condition 

£65 ono 

01656 783377 


3 Seater Settee 

Matching Armchair and 
Footstool. Burgundy 
leather, wood surround. 

+ Glass Coffee Table 
£175 ono 
01446 738007 
07799 267350..30 


Invalid 

Scooter 

(Scooter Shoprider) 

4 wheeler, used 4 times 
only, very good condition, 
excellent buy. £330 ono 

01656 890348 

after 6pm 


Classique Riser & 
Recline Disability 
Chair - £150 ono 

Collapsible 
Wheelchair - £40 ono 
Stenna Stairlift, 
straight run, 14 tread 

- £200 ono 
Chalon Baby Grand 

Piano - Offers 
Phillips Executive 
Heated Food Trolley 

- £35 ono 

Cream leather Suite 

- £150 ono 

Dining Table and 

4 Chairs - £75 ono 

07717 745 943 

28 


GOLF CLUBS 

Set of Callaway Big 
Bertha Clubs 4 to tO 
+ S + P + Odysey. 
Rossie Putter + Integra 
420 Ti Driver. 

All in 9 inch black 
trolley bag - £125 
Also 2 Masters folding 
pull trolleys - £20 each 
Also 2 transporting bag 
covers - £15 each 
Also set of Kinetix Fe 
56 Clubs with vantage 
9 inch trolley bag + S + 
P + 3 woods - £60 

1 set 3 to 9 Forgan 
Ladies beginner clubs 
+ S + P + 3 woods + 
bag - £40 

01446 773771^^ 



Hudson HD350 

Semi Acoustic Guitar 

Mahogany. Soft case, 
black hardware and 
Humbucker pickups. With 
strap and stand - £130 

Hohner HC6 Spanish 

Rarely played, with box 

£50 

07721 531965 


Erde 122 Trailer 

Hardly used, size 

4ft X 3ft approx - £200 

Large Car Roof Box 
and fittings - £75 ono 

Both items cash only 
01446 772200, 3 , 



Double 
Sofa Bed 

As new. 

£150 

Tel 01446 410319 
or 07769 293600 


White Doors 

6’6” X 30” and 

6’6in X 33”. 

Room Divider 
Doors 

6’6” X 24” £5 each. 
Pair of Mahogany 
Morris of Glasgow 
Display/Drinks 
Cabinets 
£150 for pair ono 

Fire Surround 

Electric log fire effect, 
B&Q, price £500 - 
bargain £150 ono. 

Telephone 
01446 732902 

30/31 

Beekeeper 

Equipment 

Sale due to ill health. 
Stainless steel extractor, 
settling tank, protective 
clothing, honey jars etc. 
Including bees. £200. 

02920 530431^^3^ 



Scottish Highlands 
8c Isles Cruise 


Departs 10 May 2014 
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would like to thank all the appli¬ 
cants who responded to the 
vacancy for a sales advisor. 
We have received a high quantity 
of applications and will be con¬ 
tacting applicants who have been 
short-listed for interview. 
Thank you for your interest in 
working for the GEM. 


j 


Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the Thomson 
Local in Bridgend, Maesteg, Porthcawl, 
Neath, Port Talbot, Pencoed, Pyle, 
Neath Abbey, Cymmer, Pontycymmer 
and surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

CaU 0844 742 1333 
www.bookaroutc.com 
Text BRIDN to 07786 208008 


LLANTWIT MAJOR POST OFFICE 

Assistant Manager 

required for a busy recently refurbished new mains 
model post office. Past relative experience preferred 

25 hrs/week • £7.70 per hour 

Please send CV/cover letter to: Carolyn Downey, 
Llantwit Major Post Office, 21 Boverton Road, CF611PP, 

or email iobs@filco.co.uk 





John 

/y /y /y 

•A/ %/\/ %\/ 




Danielle Spiteri 

1st Class Honours 
BSc Real Estate Appraisal & 
Management/Surveying & CIOB 
Best Overall Student in your class! 

Congratulations Danielle on all your 
achievements, all your hard work has 
paid off! We are so proud of you, love 
and kisses. Mum, Dad, Nan, Nicholas, 
Victoria & Nathan x 

To our beautiful Aunty Dan, well 
done! Love you lots like jelly tots, 
Evan & Dylan xxx 



06 Vauxhall 
Vectra 1.9 
Diesel 

11 months MoT. 9months 
Tax. 79k. Good condition. 

£3,200 

01656 766338 


Kia Picanto 

56 Reg. Blue. One owner. 
78,000 miles. Taxed and 
MoT until November 2013. 

£1,000 

141 Colcot Road, Barry 

01446 412352 


The GEM 

is looking for a 

Graphic 

Designer/ 

Typesetter 

You must have 
experience with 
Apple computers, 
using Quark XPress and 
Adobe Photoshop. 
Please send CV/details to: 
lloydjones@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


Swallow Playgroup 

requires a 

PART TIME 
PLAYGROUP 
ASSISTANT 

8 hours per week. 

If interested, 

please e-mail your CV to: 

tracy.o@tesco.net 

Charity No. 1070213 


TILER & 
DECORATOR 
REQUIRED 

for long term 
kitchen/bathroom 
contract in Vale of 
Glamorgan. Must have 
tools, van and CSCS 
Card. Experienced 
tradesmen only. 

Contact Paul 

07818 040923 


Elderly Cowbridge 
lady seeks kind and 
mature woman for 
home help and light 
house keeping duties. 
Applicants must be 
able to cook/drive 
and able to work 
weekends, if required. 
Flexible hours. 

5-7 hours per week. 
Tel: 01446 772628 


T.F.Y. CLEANING LTD. 

requires 

PART-TIME 

CLEANERS 

for local homes. 
Please Call: 

01656 349296 or 
02920 291000 




y2Btd Hous^ 
BARRY ^ 

Close to town centre, 
GCH, DG, 
good condition. 

07976 921201 


2004 NISSAN 
MICRA SE 

Taxed to December, 
10,000 miles usage only, 
MOT until June 2014. 
Good condition. 

Sale due to bereavement. 

£1,200 ono 
01446 773341 


T Reg 

Ford Fiesta 

MOT Nov 13, 

Tax Jan 14. 

Good runner. 

£400 ono 
07816 558755 

2002/02 Citroen 
Xsara Picasso 
1.8 SX I6v MPV 

Met blue, air con. PAS, 

Elec windows, 5 seats. Long 
MoT. Service history. 
Excellent condition. 

£995 

01446 794866 
07947 093729 

29/30 

M Reg 

BMW 316 

2 door, Green, 

12 month MOT. 

£750 ono 
01446 742669 

Advertise your car for sale 
£20 + VAT for 2 weeks 


(Formerly of Llancarfan) 

Passed away peacefully on July 15th 
at Harefield Hospital, Middlesex. 

Much loved son of Leslie and the late Joan, Devoted 
husband of Sharron, dad to Emma and Steven, 
father-in-law to Barry and Nichola, also treasured 
grampy to all his grandchildren. Also brother of Peter 
and Richard, brother-in-law of Sharron and Sue. 
He will be greatly missed by all his family and friends. 


COXON 

Nola 


Peacefully on 13th July at Barry Hospital, aged 84 
years, after a fight of 24 years against a stroke, 
Nola, loved wife of Arthur, mother of Jeremy and 
Amanda, Grandma to Jamie, Rhys, Conor, Daisy 
and Tiegan, sister to Philip and Robin, mother-in- 
law to Jane and Tim, stepmother to Mark. 
Funeral Service to be held at St. Peters Church, Dinas 
Powys, on Monday 29th July 2013 at 11.30am followed 
by a private service at the Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Memorial Park Crematorium, Port Road, Barry. 
Family flowers only please, but donations in lieu of flowers, 
if desired, may be made to Penarth & District Stroke 
Support Group and sent directly to Mrs P. A. Evans, 

86 Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys, CF64 4JU, or Ty Hafan 
and send directly to Ty Hafan, Head Office, 

The Family Hospice For Young Lives, Hayes Road, 
Sully, CF64 5XX. 

All enquiries to Green Willow Funerals, 21a Station 
Road, Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE (029) 2051 4627. 


PHILIP SELBY 
“Clippo” 

PeacefiiUy on July 19th at Bany Community Hospital, 
Phil, well known for his time as a Council HGV driver, 
a Korean War Veteran and Merchant Seaman. Much 
loved husband of Brenda and loving dad to Mark and 
Greg. Cherished father-in-law of Susan and Satsuki, 
also an adored grandad of Jack, Alice and Joe. Phil 
will be greatly missed by his family and many fnends. 
Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral Service, 
181 Court Road, Barry until his service on Monday, 
29th July at Coastlands Family Church, Tennyson Road, 
Colcot at 11.00am followed by interment at Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home 
or if desired, donations can be made at the service to 
The Dogs Tmst in memory of Ptul. Enquiries to 
Lyndsay EUis @ The Vale Funeral Service 01446 407962. 


HASTINGS 
Cecil (Paddy) 

Barbara, John and Danuta wish to thank all 
who attended Paddy’s funeral and for the 
numerous cards and messages of sympathy 
they have received. 

Special thanks to the Reverend Lance Clark who 
conducted the service in a personal and touching way, 
and also his wife Shirley who offered her support. 
To W. James and Sons, Funeral Directors and to the 
Staff at Chapel Surgery, St Athan and to the Doctors 
and Nurses on B2 Ward at Heath Hospital Cardiff for 
their compassion and support. 

Finally our thanks to Leanne and staff at St Athan 
Golf Club for the marvellous catering they provided 
on the day. 


EDGECOMBE 

Richard. Henry 

Passed away peacefully in Milsom House Care 
Home on Tuesday, 16th July, 2013, after a 
full and loving life of 94 years. 

He was a loving father, grandfather and great grandfa¬ 
ther. He is now back with his beloved wife Joannie 
whom he sorely missed the last five years. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, Llantwit Major until 
the Funeral service on Monday 29th July in St lUtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major at 2pm followed by interment 
at Boverton Cemetery. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home or dona¬ 
tions may be made to Help4the Heroes c/o the Funeral 
Director (cheques only please). 
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W A Brown Son 
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Who wants to 
build what, 
and where? 


Mr Raymond Coutts - 55 Heol y 
Fro, Llantwit Major - To extend 
current external porch to include a 
disabled toilet facility. 

Roseann Samuel - 53 Plymouth 
Road, Penarth - Completion of a 
dwelling house in accordance with 
planning permission 
1990/00162/FUL. 

Mr Lee Gillum - 30 Glastonbury 
Road, Sully - Demolition of existing 
rear garage and conservatory. 

Erection of a single storey rear and 
side extension. 

Robert Smith Ltd - Land at Cogan 
Hill, Penarth - Redevelopment of 
vacant site to provide 34 affordable 
residential units. 

AS Lloyd and Son Limited - 31 Vale 
Business Park, Llandow - Erection 
of a new factory building with two 
storey offices. 

Mr Colin James - The Old Police 
Lodge, Sutton Road, Llandow - 

Conversion and extension of out¬ 
building for residential use. 

Mr Dilip Patel - 7 Cannington 
Close, Sully - Single storey utility 
and kitchen extensions. 

Mr David Crouch - 16 Ash Lane, St 
Athan - Two storey extension on end 
elevation. 

Roger Thomas - Land to the rear of 
The Three Golden Cups Public 
House, Southerndown - Change of 
use of land to a campsite (for up to 50 
pitches) from March 15-October 31 in 
any calendar year, including ancillary 
facilities and associated works. 

Mr and Mrs Selley - 12 Maes y 
Coed, The Knap, Barry - Proposed 
loft conversion and increase height of 
gable to rear elevation. 

Mr Chris Watts - 6 Downs View, 
Aberthin, Cowbridge - Extension, 
demolishing a single storey brick and 
concrete built WC, pantry and out¬ 
house and replacing with a single 
storey pitch roof kitchen extension. 
Miss H Maddy and Miss G 
McSweeney - 80 Forth y Castell, 
Barry - Fell one mature Goat Willow 
(at 89 Westward Rise) and 16 
Western Red Cedars alongside bound¬ 
aries of rear garden. 

Mr John Lindsay - 4 Tair Onen, 
Cowbridge - Construction of wall to 
the rear of property wholly on land of 
the above property with lean-to log 
store (retrospective). 

Mr Gareth Cummings - 6 Cwrt 
Pencoedtre, Barry - First floor con¬ 
struction over existing garage to com¬ 
prise a bedroom with en-suite bath¬ 
room. Existing garage is to be con¬ 
verted into a ground floor dining 
room with French doors to the rear. 
Mr and Mrs Humphrey - 51 Clive 
Place, Penarth - Repair, refurbish¬ 
ment and extension of the existing 
dwelling. 

Mr Robert Howells - Court Farm, 

St Mary Hill, Treoes - Replacement 
building. 

Mr Steven Rickett - 45 Westbourne 
Road, Penarth - Erection of a single 
storey orangery attached to the north¬ 
ern elevation at the rear. 

Mr Paul Long - 24 Rectory Drive, 

St Athan - Demolition of the exist¬ 
ing garage, construction of proposed 
extension and associated external 
works. 

Mr and Mrs Andrew and Jodie Barber 
- Ger y Fro, 182A Port Road East, 
Barry - Single storey living room 
extension. 

Mr and Mrs A Morgan - Land 
adjoining La Fleunie, Graig 
Penllyn - Construction of detached 
dwelling house (revision of design 
from approved plans 
2008/01213/FUL). 

Beechwood Court Limited - 
Beechwood College, Hayes Road, 
Sully - Erection of three temporary 
portable buildings for a period up to 
two years. 

Mr Alan Hill - The Coach House, 
Highfields, 14 Bradford Place, 
Penarth - To replace seven existing 


single glazed white timber vertical 
slider windows with seven new white 
timber windows, vertical sliders with 
argon-filled toughened glass. 

Mr Simon Baston - 54 Westbourne 
Road, Penarth - Double and single 
storey extensions to the side and rear. 
Mr Lee Compton - Meliden, 
Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas Powys - 
Temporary siting of single storey stat¬ 
ic caravan to act as temporary resi¬ 
dential accommodation for the 
owner/occupier until construction of 
new dwelling on site (planning ref 
2010/00808/FUL). 

E T Adams and Sons - Darren 
Farm, Cowbridge - Proposed con¬ 
crete storage area. 

Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town 
Council - Town Hall, High Street, 
Cowbridge - Replacement of the two 
arched council chamber windows on 
a like-for-like basis. 

Mr Stephen Lucas - 80 Cae Canol, 
Penarth - Single storey side exten¬ 
sion to house to be a toilet/wet room 
and utility room. 

Mr Justin Evans - Ty Draw, St 
Andrews Major - Proposed new 
farm building. 

Mr John Zani - Dow Corning, 
Cardiff Road, Barry - Remove and 
replace tall tank in tank farm with 
taller storage tank. 

Mr Dafydd Rhodri - Rosedew Farm, 
Llantwit Major - Agricultural build¬ 
ing for additional grain storage, agri¬ 
cultural machines and general pur¬ 
pose storage; extension to existing, 
length 27m X width 6m height to 
eaves 4.5m, height to ridge 5.1m. 

Mr Lee Ford - Ty Coch Farm, St 
Brides Super Ely - Application for 
variation of conditions 4 and 12 re: 
2012/00450/FUL and amendment to 
position of garage. 

Secretary of State for Defence - MoD 
Superhangar, MoD St Athan - 
Change of use of part of Superhangar 
from B1 and B2 to B8, use for an 
interim period between September 
2013 to March 2017 inclusive. 

Mr Vince Pugliese - Unit 3, Herbert 
Terrace, Penarth - Change of use 
from A1 to A3 (restaurant) and addi¬ 
tion of first floor within existing 
building and addition of windows to 
street facade. 

Mrs Eley - 3 Southglade, Sully - 
Conservatory to the rear elevation. 

Mr Graham Norris - 1 Pwll y Min 
Crescent, Peterston Super Ely - 
Partial demolition of existing disused 
chimney and rebuild to match. 

M L Evans - Brocton House, 
Llysworney - Fell Sycamore. 

Ms Cheryl Nieves - 54 Elizabeth 
Avenue, Colcot, Barry - Demolition 
of existing substandard outhouse and 
storage area. Proposed single storey 
extension with flat roof to form 
kitchen and family room. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council Project 
Management Unit - Disused railway 
line. Archer Place/Sully Terrace, 
Penarth - Resurfacing of sections of 
existing walking and cycle path on 
the route of disused railway line and 
associated improvements. 

Mr Dennis Trounce - Spar Shop, 73 
Stanwell Road, Penarth - Retention 
of Spar fascia and sign above 
shopfront. 

Mr Roy Hulin - Tree between 
Wenvoe Library and 6 Wenvoe 
Close, Wenvoe - Cut back large tree. 
Mr David Thomas - 33 Druids 
Green, Cowbridge - Front toilet. 

Mr Huw Childs - Village House, 
Colwinston - Dismantle Irish Yew in 
front garden. 

Mr Cliff Hayes - Jenner Park 
Stadium, Barry Road, Barry - 

Siting of a 20ft storage container for 
adaptive cycling equipment. 

Mr Philip Bacon - 5 Milburn Close, 
Rhoose - Extension to first floor to 
create three bedrooms and bathroom. 
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TALYGARN YOUNG RIDERS SHOW OFF 
SKILLS WITH A SERIES OF DISPLAYS 



fBMRYtYRECENTREL^l 

■ A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. > 

I You can’t get better than a Barry tyre fitter! | 


RIGHT: 
This display was 
less about horses, 
and more 
about dalmations! 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Air Conditioning check and 
re-gas for only £39.95 ^ 

Only with this advert, (normally £55) 


t ' 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

Lfc "ir £49.95 

I ■ Main dealer servicing, 

I ^ h|hJ| not at main dealer prices. 

’L' T 1 Vm 

Rl r ^ Top grade oils used. 

I Service records 

I fully stamped. 

Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

4,, LOWER GUTHRIE rAAn HOLTON ROAD, 

A STREET, BARRY CF634PS T BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 01446 745888 


wm.l)arrytyreautocentre.co.uk I 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


WHAT a lovely sunny day it turned out to be for the young people at Talygan 
recently, when they performed their displays to around 360 friends, family and 
spectators. 

The displays started with a mini-major jumping competition in which an older and a younger rider 
jumped a course of jumps. 

The competition was won by Malissa Yates, 16, of Pontyclun and Olivia Murray, 11, from Pontypridd. 

It was followed by several vaulting displays including a performance by 101 Dalmations, The Lion 
King, Red Indians, and a canter performance by the A Squad. 

The Musical Ride performed to a selection of ABBA songs and the day ended with a fast and fun dis¬ 
play of gymkhana skills. 

The Vaulters are a club based at Talygam and money raised will go towards more catsuits for the 
squads and towards funding the cost of entering teams at the British Championships at Leighton Buzzard 
in September 

CR 
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THE 


Vale 


Glamorgan Artistic 
Roller Skating Club 
held its second 
annual competition 
recently, at Llantwit 
Major Leisure 
Centre. 

In the morning, the 
Federation of Artistic 


of passed both elementary 


and preliminary tests. 
Lesley Fletcher passed 
her inter silver test. 

It now means the club 
has four inter silver 
medallists as coaches, 
under head coach 
Sheilagh Davies. 

Competitions were as 
follows: Barry Tyre 


Roller Skating tests were Centre Trophy, for begin- 


held. 


ners, nine competitors. 


Kaitlin Daly took her Maya Archampong came 
elementary test and 

passed. Lara Goodwin “nd Emily Eveleigh 
third. 


Ben’s Barber Shop 
Trophy, Charleigh 
Griffith was the winner 
out of 10 competing. In 
second was Medi 
Western and third Dee 
Louise Clarke. 

Barratt’s the Butcher’s 
Trophy, winner Hannah 
John, second Charleigh 
Griffith, third Bethan 
Daly (out of 11 competi¬ 
tors). 

George Morgan 
Memorial Trophy for 
duos, the winners were 
Kaitlin Daly and Phoebe 


Escott. Second were 
Lara Goodwin and 
Hannah John, and third 
were Bethan Daly and 
Michael Vaughan. 

Julia Davies Cup 
(beginners duos), first, 
Tayla Goodwin and Sian 
Nicholas, second Dee 
Louise Clarke and Maya 
Archampong, and third 
Emily Eveleigh and 
Mollie Griffith. 

Tony Vodden 

Memorial Trophy for 
skaters grade 6 and 
above, the winner was 


Tim’s weekend double 


ABERTHIN trainer Tim 
Vaughan has been in crack¬ 
ing form of late and last 
weekend he saddled anoth¬ 
er two winners. 

On Saturday at Market Rasen, 
his nine-year-old Mighty Snazy, 
who was the oldest horse in the 
race, won the B Eyre & Son Ltd 
Eord Novices’ Hurdle by six 
lengths at odds of 4-1, and 24 
hours later at Newton Abbot, his 
ten-year-old Chilbury Hill took 


the Richard Burston’s Stag Party 
Weekend Chase, romping home 
13 lengths ahead of Escardo. 

The former was ridden by 
Richard Johnson and the latter by 
Michael Byrne. 

TIM’S HORSES IN 
GOOD FORM 

ON Sunday, at Stratford, his 
Solaras Exhibition under Aidan 
Coleman won the 3.20 at odds of 
5-2, and just over an hour later, 
his Sirhop De Menthe, partnered 


by Brendon Powell, ran out a 
ten lengths winner of the 4.20 at 
odds of 14-1! 

Then on Monday, Tim had an 
across the card double with 
Piment D’Estruval at Newton 
Abbot and Langley, which won on 
the flat at Wolverhampton. 

The former, who was returned 
at odds of 7-1, was ridden by 
Richard Johnson and the latter, 
partnered by Oisan Murphy, was a 
9-2 shot. 

BRIAN LEE 


Kaitlin Daly, second was 
Lara Goodwin, and third 
was Phoebe Escott. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Skating Club Trophy, a 
solo event open to all 
with 14 competitors, the 
winner was Kaitlin Daly, 
who skated to ‘Rocky’, 
second was Lara 
Goodwin who skated to 
‘Doll on a Musical Box’, 
and third was Michael 
Vaughan who was ‘007’. 
There were super cos¬ 
tumes and lovely music. 

The winner of the 
most improved skater of 
the year, winning the 
Julie Whittingham Plate, 
was Charlie Griffith; and 
a small token, because he 
makes us smile, was 
awarded to Byron 
Western. 

Judges of the day were 
Tamia Bowman and Julie 
Whittingham, who were 
presented with bouquets. 

ST 


Roller duos. 



NEW KARATE CLUB 

A NEW karate club is coming to Cowbridge. 

The club will be in both Y Bont Faen, linking closely with the Welsh 
school as an after school club, and in the Comprehensive, catering for all 
ages. 

The two clubs will start in the second week of September. For more 
information, email elra8@hotmail.com. 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. EXCEPT BRIOGENO WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK « WHEEL AUGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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Disabilities group hands 
golf awards to children 




Jane Hutt presents John Hasting with a 
certificate of appreciation for his tuition. 


THE Vale AM, 

Jane Hutt present¬ 
ed certificates at 
the end of a golfing 
course for children 
and adults with dis¬ 
abilities from 
Special Olympics 
Cardiff & Vale 
Golf Group. 

The group,working in 
partnership with Golf 
Development Wales and 
Disability Sport Wales, 
held a 12-week golf 
tuition course for chil¬ 


dren and adults with dis¬ 
abilities at St Andrews 
Major Golf Club, with 
tuition by golf profes¬ 
sional John Hasting. 

The group will con¬ 
tinue to meet every 
Friday at the golf 
course, it is hoped to 
run further courses in 
the future. 

During the evening, 
the group was also pre¬ 
sented with an Insport 
certificate by Disability 
Sport Wales. 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICALS! 

The GEM welcomes your 
reports and news - email us at: 

gemeditorial@tiindleinews.co.uk 


Barry Town 
United invited 
to coach future 
soccer stars 


THE Vale Council 
has demonstrated 
its “commitment to 
local football” by 
inviting Barry 
Town United 
Football Club to 
run the Vale of 
Glamorgan football 
centre of develop¬ 
ment. 

A spokesperson 
explained that the move 
aims to increase the 
club’s presence in the 
community and to pro¬ 
vide opportunities for 
talented young players. 

As well as providing a 
direct link with the com¬ 
munity, the club has 
plans for a fully func¬ 
tioning training academy 
in the future, which is 
likely to be a require¬ 
ment as they seek to 
gain promotion to the 
Welsh Premier League. 

The present centre 
would be an ideal start¬ 
ing point for such an 
academy. 

The Vale of 

Glamorgan football cen¬ 
tre of development has 
operated for approxi¬ 
mately 10 years, and has 
provided quality coach¬ 
ing for talented young 
footballers, both boys 
and girls. 

It has previously been 
operated directly by the 


council’s sports develop¬ 
ment team. However, an 
internal review of the 
centre has shown that 
numbers have dropped 
and that there are now 
several commercial com¬ 
petitors offering similar 
opportunities across 
south Wales. 

One of the main rea¬ 
sons for the reduction in 
numbers has been the 
lack of progression 
opportunities for talented 
players. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
cabinet member for 
leisure, parks, culture 
and sport development, 
said: “It is vital that we 
raise the standards of 
football coaching avail¬ 
able to young people in 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and support the star 
players of the future. 

“This agreement with 
Barry Town United 
Football Club also 
demonstrates our 
unflinching support of 
the club itself, following 
the FAW’s devastating 
decision to deny the club 
full membership. 

“We are confident that 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
football centre of devel¬ 
opment will thrive under 
the guidance of the club 
and we encourage young 
people in the Vale to get 
involved in local foot¬ 
ball.” 


VALE GOLF ACADEMY: 


Father and 
son team up! 



A LOCAL golfer bas shunned tbe life of a 
tournament professional - to follow in his 
father’s footsteps and become a teaching 
pro at the Vale Resort Golf Academy, near 
Hensol in the Vale. 

Matthew Coombs (22), who qualified last month 
with a degree in applied golf management from 
Birmingham University, joins father Clive as part of 
the four-strong coaching set-up at the Resort, which 
gives individual and group lessons to members and 
non-members of all ages from across south Wales. 

The Junior Academy at the Vale has produced a 
number of young golfing stars in recent years, 
including current European Amateur Championship 
Cup winner and 2013 Open qualifier Rhys Pugh. 

Matthew is looking forward to getting stuck into 
his new role as a full-time teaching pro and putting 
some of his studies into practice: “The PGA degree 
course has been a fantastic experience for me and has 
really launched my career as a teaching pro,” he said. 

“The Vale Resort already has a great reputation for 
coaching juniors but we are always looking to devel¬ 
op new programmes that are tailored to different 
types of golfers, from complete beginners to ladies, 
or even experienced players that want to improve cer¬ 
tain areas of their game. 

“We have also worked with some fantastic groups 
of disabled golfers, and that is one part of the job that 
really excites me.” 
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10 VW Passat CC 2.0 GT TDi. Met Black, 
(Diesel), FSH, 1 Owner, Climate Control, 
MFSW, Alloys, 67k. 


£10,790 


59 BMW 1 Series 118d SE 3-Dr 2.0. 
Met Silver, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSFI, 
Parking Sensor, Climate Control, 77k. 


£8,490 


10 VW Scirocco 1.4 TSi 3-Dr. White, 

1 Owner, FSFI, 6 Speed, Climate Control, 
Alloys, 53k. 


59 VOLVO V70 2.0D SE 5-Dr. Met Silver, 
(Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, 1/2 Black 
Leather, Cruise & Climate Control, 85k. 


09 LAND ROVER FreelanderTD4 GS 2.2 
5-Dr. Met Grey, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, 
Climate & Cruise Control, 88k. 


£9,490 


£11,490 





58 FORD CMax 1.6TDCi Style (110) 5-Dr. 
Met Blue, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
Alloys, 90k. 


£5,690 



10 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-Dr. Red, 
1 Owner, FSH, £20 A Year Tax, 
Insurance Group 1, 74mpg, 59k. 


£4,290 


09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4i 16v SXi 3-Dr. 
Met Blue, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
MFSW, E/Windows, C/Locking, 55k. 


£5,690 


58 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. Red, Alloys, 
Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, 76k. 


£6,190 



05 HONDA Jazz 1.4i DSi SE 5-Dr CVT-7. 
Met Blue, Automatic, Air Con, Alloys, 
CD Player, 65k. 


£3,990 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk cf 6^3 2i^!lr 


A..[? 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



MOT’S 



All Repair Work 
Undertaken At 
Competitive Prices 


I Car 

Servicing 



Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AJI^major 
www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


VISA 
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Economy Service Manutecturer Specficalion Service 


Genuine Oil Filter & Mobil orCastrol Oil 
\^ide Safety Check & Inspection 
Ruid Check &Top Ups 
Complementary 
ManutacturerTrainedTechnicians 



ONLY £60 


Genuine Fferts & Hlghesl QualtyOfe 

Exaciy the same checks as perfomied by the Main Dealers 

Compiementaiy Air-Con Anti Bacterial Service 

Free Luxury Courtesy Car orN^ide Collection & Drop Off 

Full\^hicle\^ nctudng HandV^ixing 

DiagrTostic Cocle Scan & DTC log l^irit^ 

WDTk wl iTot iriwaWate your New a Used CarV^tfianty 

Aicee specific to Viehicie, please call for a price talored to your car 

Whatwenclude in ourbasepnoevrould on aserage cost over C300 extra 
at the dealer usng the same tods by staff that used to work at those sarrie dealers. 




SLRVICING lAILOHEOTOYOUH CAM LXCLLDING MANUIACTURLRS RLOUlRLMLNfS LXCLLDINGVOUH EXPLC^AllONS 




PORSCHE - AUDI - VW - SEAT- SKODA 

VAGGFOUP 


MERCEDES-SMART 

DAIMLER AG 


JAGUAR 

JLR GROUP 


BMW-MINI 


Diagnostics Laser Alignment MOT Test 

FROM £25 FROM £35 £25 

Delphi Air Con Servicing 
The Full Package 

Advanced Mdsture RefTKXQl 
Fii Regas 

Compressor 01 FlenevvBl 
And Baderial AdcftKre 
Leak Detection AdcilMe 
Ntrogen Leak Detection 

FROM 


<TOO 


PROCUT Disc Skim 
The Ultimate in Braking 

BE^TOLDVOU NEED NEW DISCS? 

DON’T UKE THE PRICE? 

WHYRWFOR NEW DISCS VWEN WE CAN 
RESTOREVOOR DtSCSTD NEW CONDITION 

- RESURFACING OF DISC 

- REMC>/ESANyWARRNG 

- RESTORES aSClONBAf 

- ULTMATEPfflFORMANCE 

- BETTERVAUUE FOR MONET 

- ASUSEDByPORSCHE 


FROM 




Deutsche AutoTeknik - For German Cars 

5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£16,995 


57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 
Exclusive Convertible 

In black, 66,000 miles 

£4,995 



57 VAUXHALL Zafira 
2.2 SRi 

Met silver, 46,000 miles, 7-seater with alloys 

£5,695 



60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£6,495 



10 PEUGEOT 107 Millesim 
Edition 

In white , 12,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, alloys 

£5,995 


09 TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 

3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 miles 

£2,995 


04 MERCEDES C320 SE 
Automatic Sport Coupe 

Silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc 

£5,495 


09 FORD Fiesta 
Zetec S 1.6 

In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 2 owners 

£7,295 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list £54,995 
VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT in white, 43,000 miles with 

sunroof, etc .£16,995 

FORD Galaxy 2.0 Diesel Zetec. In met grey, 37,000 

miles. 7-seater.£13,995 

NISSAN Juke 1.6 Tekna in black with black leather, 

7,000 miles. Under Nissan warranty.£12,995 

JAGUAR X-Type Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto. In Jaguar 
racing green with luxury interior. This car looks superb . 

.£8,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES Automatic 5-dr. In met silver, 

17,000 miles, under Honda warranty .£8,495 

VW Golf 1.6TDi S 5-dr. In met grey, 71,000 miles, diesel 

hatch at .£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S. In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 

2 owners .£7,295 

FIAT 500 Sport 1.2. In red, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax, 

low insurance.£6,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR In met, 59,900 miles, 

very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto, in met blue, 

31,000 mile diesel at .£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.£6,495 

FORD Fusion 1.6 Titanium. In met blue, 28,000 miles, 

very nice example at .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Millesim Edition in white. 12,000 miles. 

1 owner with a/c, alloys .£5,995 

HYUNDAI i20 Comfort 1248cc 5-dr in met silver, 

22,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design 5-dr. In met silver, 38,000 

miles .£5,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 2.2 SRi. In met silver. 46,000 miles, 

7-seater with alloys etc.£5,695 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec Blue 3-dr. In met silver, 

51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch.£5,495 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 VVTi XT3 3-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

4x4 at.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc . . . .£5,495 
SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,295 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible. In black, 

66,000 miles .£4,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia Automatic. In met grey, low 

mileage, local example at.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 3-dr. In met-blue, 72,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 3-dr in met blue, 28,000 

miles. Low insurance .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Automatic 3-dr. In black, 

37,000 miles .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 407 1.6 Diesel SE Estate. In silver, 71,000 
miles, full glass roof .£4,495 


06 


06 


06 


06 


05 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£54,995 


06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.9 Diesel Sport 3-dr in black, 62,000 miles, 

1 owner .£4,295 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 5-dr. In black. £30 road 

tax, low insurance .£3,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style Climate 5-dr. In glacier 
silver, 67,000 miles, £30 road tax, CD, Air Con . .£3,995 
06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-dr. In met purple, 59,000 

miles, with a/c, alloys, etc.£3,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.6T Titanium 3-dr in met blue, 41,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£3,995 

03 MINI Cooper in silver with black roof, 65,000 miles. Very 

nice example at .£3,995 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic. In sand 

met. Low mileage example at.£3,695 

05 RENAULT Grand Espace 2.2 Diesei Dynamique 7- 

seater in silver. High specification .£3,495 

04 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Automatic Zetec. In 

moonstone blue, 75,000 miles.£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,295 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T3 VVTi 3-dr in silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch at .£3,295 

56 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 1.4 Automatic In met. orange, 

33,000 miles with electric sliding doors .£2,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.8 Edge 3-dr. In ice silver, 72,000 miles 

with alloys, cd.£2,995 

05 SKODA Superb 1.9 Diesel Comfort. In silver, 103,000 

miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia Automatic in black with black 
leather, 71,000 miles .£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr. In black, 84,000 miles with 

alloys, air con etc.£2,995 

03 DAIHATSU Terrios Tundra 1.3 5-Dr. Blue/Silver with 

beige interior, 63,000 miles, 4x4.£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible in black with silver decals. 
34,000 miles, low insurance and £30 road tax . .£2,995 

54 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half 

leather trim. Economical and quick.£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr in light met blue, 85,000 

miles. Ideal famil hatch.£2,795 

52 TOYOTA Yaris 1.5T-Sport. In met gold, 59,000 miles, 

superb example at .£2,795 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

FORD Sport Ka. In met blue with blue/black leather. 

56,000 miles .£2,495 

03 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Elegance 5-Dr. In met burgundy, 

56,000 miles, 2 owners .£2,495 

04 FORD Ka Collection. In aqua silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,395 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-Dr. In met blue with 

a/c, heated seats etc .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Arnica 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,695 



59 FORD Fusion 
1.6 Titanium 

Met blue, 28,000 miles, 
very nice example 

£6,495 



07 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 
1.4 Automatic 

Met orange, 33,000 miles, electric sliding doots 

£2,995 



60 HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES 
Automatic 5-dr. 

Metallic silver. 17,000 miles. 
UnderHonda warranty 

£8,495 


RBC 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

ection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH AAAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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PENCOED COMPREHENSIVE: A FINAL REPORT 
AND THEN THE SCHOOL’S OUT FOR SUMMER! 



THE wonderful 
sunny weather at 
the end of the sum¬ 
mer term reflected 
the current sunny 
mood at Pencoed 
Comprehensive 
School. 

During the last year, 
Estyn judged that the 
school has made signifi¬ 
cant improvements and 
banding jumped from 
Band 5 to Band 3 - 
Pencoed Comprehensive 
was the second highest 
improving school in 
Wales from out of Band 
5. 

Pencoed now looks 
forward to building on 
last year’s A Level and 
GCSE results and wel¬ 
coming pupils and par¬ 
ents to school from 9am 
on August 15 (A and AS 
results) and on August 
22 (GCSE results). All 
pupils return to school 
on September 3 after the 
summer break. 

Strawberry tea 

AN annual highlight at 
the end of every sum¬ 
mer term is the straw¬ 
berry tea party, organ¬ 
ised by year-12 pupils 
as part of their fund 
raising campaign for 
Breast Cancer. 

This year’s did not 
disappoint. Pupils, staff 
and members of the 
community alike all 
enjoyed the wonderful 
range of food on offer - 
all very naughty but very 
nice! 

A new feature this 
year was the staff bake¬ 
off competition. A num¬ 
ber of staff brought in 
some wonderful cre¬ 
ations. Cakes were 
judged on both looks and 
taste by Caitlin Mills 
(year-12) and Mrs 
Samantha Evans. The 
winner was Mrs Kelly 
Jones. 

The tea party was 
only one of a number of 
fundraising activities 
organised by the pupils. 

These included a foot¬ 
ball match between staff 
and 6th form pupils (won 
3-2 by the staff!); mini 
tea parties at local pri¬ 
mary schools, and a 
pupil ‘penalty shoot-out’ 
competition. The total 
amount raised was just 
over £1,500. 

Many thanks to 
Gilead Chapel, Greggs 
and Candy Box in 
Pencoed for their dona¬ 
tions and to kksolutions 
for printing the 
flyers/activity packs for 
free again this year. 


Thanks also go to the 
following local Pencoed 
businesses for their raffle 
donations: Andrew 

Davis Photography, 
Busy Office Solutions, 
Candy Land, The 
Cooperative, Glamour 
and Grace, Pencoed Post 
Office, Sheppards 
Chemist, The Party 
House, and Village 
Elorist. 

Art Show 

THE art department 
held its art summer 
show on Monday July 
1, exhibiting work pro¬ 
duced by the GCSE, AS 
and A Level Art stu¬ 
dents. Parents, stu¬ 
dents, family and staff 
were invited to come 
and see these course- 
work portfolios and 
examination pieces. 

Later in the week, 
members of the OAPs 
lunchtime club came to 
look at the students’ 
work. Art teachers Mrs 
Helen Williams and Mrs 
Helen Kavanagh were 
delighted to welcome so 
many people to the art 
department, and were 
extremely proud of the 
artwork on display. 

Students have devel¬ 
oped tremendously since 
starting the GCSE, AS 
and A Level courses, and 
the artwork produced 
demonstrated a huge 
range of subjects, media, 
techniques and personal 
responses. 

Spelling Bee 

‘BUZZ about 

Spelling’! The English 
Department arranged 
for four year-7 students 
Ben Humphreys, 
Hannah Griffiths, 
Courtney Lee Owens 
and Danny Barrington, 
to attend the first annu¬ 
al final of the Bridgend 
Year 7 Spelling Bee at 
B r y n t e g 
Comprehensive. 

Pencoed were proudly 
represented by those 
who’d made it through 
the gruelling qualifying 
rounds with reputations 
enhanced. All four stu¬ 
dents did themselves 
credit, standing on stage 
and spelling out each 
word they were given, in 
front of a good crowd of 
parents, teachers and 
other supporters. 

Ben Humphreys 
deserves a particular 
mention for making it 
through to the final 
three. 

Schools’ 
challenge 
PUPILS based in the 




learning resource cen¬ 
tre enjoyed a wonder¬ 
ful day out again this 
year at the ‘Local Aid 
Schools Challenge’ at 
Gnoll Park, Neath. 

This is a multi-agency 
event aimed at helping 
young people with addi¬ 
tional needs. It was a 
fantastic experience for 
all pupils (and staff!) 
involved in activities 
involving team work, 
problem-solving and 
confidence building. 

Eavourite challenges 
included making a 
bridge to cross a river, 
balancing on a raft, the 
police assault course and 
the fireman’s slide! 

Pupils in the base con¬ 
tinue with their weekly 
fruit and vegetable ven¬ 
ture, which is increasing 
in popularity with both 
staff and parents. 

Thank you 
THE drama depart¬ 
ment’s spectacular pro¬ 
duction of The Wiz has 
already been reported, 
but we must give a spe¬ 
cial thank you to Mrs 
Kay Smith and Mrs 
Rhian Jenkins for their 
hard work, the cast 
who performed mag¬ 
nificently, the technical 
staff for their diligence 
and the staff and par¬ 
ents who worked hard 
to support the produc¬ 
tion over the four per¬ 
formances. 

Staff and pupils in the 
drama department have 
worked hard for many 
months in order to 
ensure the show’s suc¬ 
cess. 

The cast had also vis¬ 
ited all the partner pri¬ 
mary schools recently to 
perform excerpts from 
the show, prior to a full 
performance at the com¬ 
prehensive school. 

Sports Day 
PENCOED 
Comprehensive’s 
sporting successes con¬ 
tinued into the summer 
term. A highly success¬ 


ful sports day was 
organised by the PE 
Department and the 
final House results 
were - 1st Llywelyn, 
2nd Gwenllian, 3rd 
Bran wen and 4th 
O w a i n . 
Congratulations to 
everyone, though, who 
competed on the day. 

Rugby wins 
THE school’s year-9 
Rugby League team 
won the Welsh Rugby 
League Cup competi¬ 
tion for the third con¬ 
secutive year with a 
hard fought win over St 
Joseph’s Newport. 

This was an excellent 
win. Tom Williams 
scored a hat-trick of tries 
and was named man of 
the match by Welsh 
Rugby League staff. 

Callum Palmer and 
Brandon Thrasher 
orchestrated things 
behind the forwards and 
Liam Walters was a 
livewire as hooker. 

On the Rugby Union 
side of things, the 
school’s year-10 rugby 
squad won the Ospreys 
7-a-side U15 Plate 


Competition. 

Squad members were 
Dan Watkins, Sam 
Rowland Jones, Ben 
Clarke, Dylan Barrett, 
Sam Gadd, Jack Pope 
(Captain), Jacob Lloyd, 
Jacob Dennis, Evan 
Price, Jacob Parrish, 
Rhys Gregory, and Arran 
Leyshon. 


SEE MORE 
PENCOED SCHOOL 
NEWS ON PAGE 9, 








Youth Club’s 15th anniversary 


WICK residents 
were joined by Conn 
Chris Elmore, cabi¬ 
net member for chil¬ 
dren’s services as 
they celebrated the 
15th Anniversary of 
the Wick Youth 
Club, with mem¬ 
bers. 

“The club which runs 
during term time is a huge 
asset to local young peo¬ 
ple who access various 
leisure and sports facili¬ 
ties”, he said. 

“It’s great to see so many 
young people coming out to 
celebrate 15 years of the club. It’s clear that volunteers young and 
old, along with youth workers, keep the club going and I pay 
tribute to the incredible work everyone does to support the young 
people of Wick and the surrounding areas.” 


ABOVE: 

Young people who use the Youth 
Club are pictured with 
Coun Elmore. 














































